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12. 


JOHN    CHILD3   AND   SON,    PRINTERS. 


PREFACE. 


GOOD  wine  needs  no  bush,  and  this  tale  needs  no  Preface. 
I  shall  not  tell  the  story  of  it — let  readers  go  to  the  verse 
itself  for  that ;  nor  shall  I  repeat  to  those  who  begin  it  the 
exhortation  of  the  englisher  of  Sir  Generides, 

"  for  goddes  sake,  or  ye  hens  wende, 
Here  this  tale  unto  the  ende."— (11.  3769-70.) 

If  any  one  having  taken  it  up  is  absurd  enough  to  lay  it 
down  without  finishing  it,  let  him  lose  the  fun,  and  let  all 
true  men  pity  him.  Though  the  state  of  morals  disclosed  by 
the  story  is  not  altogether  satisfactory,  yet  it  is  a  decided 
improvement  on  that  existing  in  Roberd  of  Brunne's  time  in 
1303,  for  he  had  to  complain  of  the  lords  of  his  day : 

Also  do  Jese  lordynges, 

]5e[y]  trespas  moche  yn  twey  pynges  ; 

J3ey  rauys  a  mayden  a^cns  here  vvyl, 

And  mennys  wyuys  J?ey  lede  awey  pertyl. 

A  grete  vylanye  parte  he  dous 

3yf  he  make  therof  hys  rouse  [boste]  : 

])G  dede  ys  confusyun, 

And  more  ys  }?e  dyffamacyun. 


VI  PREFACE. 

The  volume  containing  the  poern  was  shown  to  me  by  Mr 
Stubbs,  the  Librarian  at  Lambeth,  in  order  that  I  might  see 
the  version  of  Sir  Gyngelayne,  son  of  Sir  Gawain,  which  Mr 
Morris  is  some  day,  I  trust,  to  edit  for  the  Society  in  one  of 
his  Gawain  volumes.1  Finding  the  present  poem  also  on  the 
paper  leaves,  I  copied  it  out  the  same  afternoon,  and  here  -it 
is  for  a  half-hour's  amusement  to  any  reader  who  chooses  to 
take  it  up. 

The  handwriting  of  the  MS.  must  be  of  a  date  soon  after 
1460,  and  this  agrees  well  with  the  allusion  to  Edward  the 
Fourth's  accession,  and  the  triumph  of  the  White  Eose  o'er  the 
Eed  alluded  to  in  the  last  lines  of  the  poem.  The  Garlond, 

It  was  made     .     . 

Of  flourys  most  of  honoure, 

Of  roses  whyte  fat  wyft  nott  fade, 

Whych  floure  aft  ynglond  doth  glade.     .     . 

Yn-to  the  whych  floure  I-wys 

The  loue  of  God  and  of  the  comonys 

Subdued  bene  of  ryght. 

For,  that  the  Commons  of  England  were  glad  of  their 
Yorkist  king,  and  loved  Duke  Kichard's  son,  let  Holinshed's 
record  prove.  He  testifies  : 

"  Where vp on  it  was  againe  demanded  of  the  commons,  if  they 
would  admit  and  take  the  said  erle  as  their  prince  and  souereigne 
lord ;  which  all  with  one  voice  cried  :  Yea,  yea.  .  . 

"  Out  of  the  ded  stocke  sprang  a  branch  more  mightie  than  the 
stem ;  this  Edward  the  Fourth,  a  prince  so  highlie  fauoured  of  the 
peple,  for  his  great  liberalise,  clemencie,  vpright  dealing,  and  courage, 
that  aboue  all  other,  he  with  them  stood  in  grace  alone :  by  reason 
whereof,  men  of  all  ages  and  degrees  to  him  dailie  repaired,  some 
offering  themselues  and  their  men  to  ioepard  their  Hues  with  him, 
and  other  plentiouslie  gaue  monie  to  support  his  charges,  and  to 
mainteine  his  right." 

1  The  since  printing  of  the  Komance  in  the  Percy  Folio  MS.  Ballads  and 
Romances,  (Lybius  Diseoni'us,  ii.  404,)  will  probably  render  this  unnecessary. 
(1869.) 


PREFACE.  Vll 

Would  that  we  knew  as  mucli  of  Adam  of  Cobsam  as  of 
our  White-Kose  king.  He  must  have  been  one  of  the  Chaucer 
breed/  but  more  than  this  poem  tells  of  him  I  cannot  learn. 

3,  St  George's  Square,  N.  W., 
23  November,  1865. 

"P.S. — There  are  other  Poems  about  Edward  IY.  in  the  volume, 
which  will  be  printed  separately.2  One  on  "Women  is  given  at  the 
end  of  the  present  text. 


PP.S.  1869.— Mr  C.  H.  Pearson,  the  historian  of  the 
Early  and  Middle  Ages  of  England,  has  supplied  me  with  the 
immediate  original  of  this  story.  He  says  : 

"The  Wright's  Chaste  Wife  is  a  reproduction  of  one  of  the 
Gesta  Romanorum,  cap.  69,  de  Castitate,  ed.  Keller.  The  Latin 
story  begins  '  Gallus  regnavit  prudens  valde.'  The  Carpenter  gets  a 
shirt  with  his  wife,  which  is  never  to  want  washing  unless  one  of 
them  is  unfaithful.  The  lovers  are  three  Knights  (milites),  and  they 
are  merely  kept  on  bread  and  water,  not  made  to  work ;  nor  is  any 
wife  introduced  to  see  her  lord's  discomfiture.  The  English  version, 
therefore,  is  much  quainter  and  fuller  of  incident  than  its  original. 
But  the  'morality'  of  the  Latin  story  is  rich  beyond  description. 
'  The  wife  is  holy  Mother  Church/  '  the  Carpenter  is  the  good 
Christian,'  '  the  shirt  is  our  Faith,  because,  as  the  apostle  says,  it  is 
impossible  to  please  God  without  faith/  The  Wright's  work  typifies 
*  the  building  up  the  pure  heart  by  the  works  of  mercy/  The  three 
Knights  are  '  the  pride  of  life,  the  lust  of  the  eyes,  and  the  lust  of 
the  flesh/  '  These  you  must  shut  up  in  the  chamber  of  penance  till 
you  get  an  eternal  reward  from  the  eternal  King/  '  Let  us  therefore 
pray  God/  &c." 

With  the  Wright's  Chaste  Wife  may  also  be  compared 
the  stories  mentioned  in  the  Notes,  p.  20,  and  the  Ballad 
"  The  Fryer  well  fitted  ;  or 

1  Chaucer  brings  off  his  Carpenter,  though,  triumphant,  and  not  with  the 
swived  wife  and  broken  arm  that  he  gives  his  befooled  Oxford  craftsman 
in  The  Milleres  Tale.  (1869.) 

?  In  Political,  Religious,  and  Love  Poems,  E.  E.  Text  Soc.,  1867. 


Vlll  PREFACE. 

A  Pretty  jest  that  once  befel, 

How  a  maid  put  a  Fryer  to  cool  in  the  well " 

printed  "in  the  Bagford  Collection;  in  the  Roxburghe  (ii. 
172);  the  Pepys  (iii.  145);  the  Douce  (p.  85);  and  in  Wit 
and  MirtTij  an  Antidote  to  Melancholy,  8vo.  1682;  also,  in  an 
altered  form,  in  Pills  to  purge  Melancholy,  1707,  i.  340;  or 
1719,  iii.  325  "  ;  and  the  tune  of  which,  with  an  abstract  of  the 
story,  is  given  in  ChappelFs  Popular  Music,  i.  273-5.  The  Friar 
makes  love  to  the  Maid ;  she  refuses  him  for  fear  of  hell-fire. 

Tush,  quoth  the  Friar,  thou  needst  not  doubt ; 
If  thou  wert  in  Hell,  I  could  sing  thee  out. 

So  she  consents  if  he  '11  bring  her  an  angel  of  money.  He 
goes  home  to  fetch  it,  and  she  covers  the  well  over  with  a 
cloth.  When  he  conies  back,  and  has  given  her  the  money, 
she  pretends  that  her  father  is  coming,  tells  the  Friar  to  run 
behind  the  cloth,  and  down  he  flops  into  the  well.  She  won't 
help  him  at  first,  because  if  he  could  sing  her  out  of  hell,  he 
can  clearly  sing  himself  out  of  the  well ;  but  at  last  she  does 
help  him  out,  keeps  his  money  because  he 's  dirtied  the  water, 
and  sends  him  home  dripping  along  the  street  like  a  new- 
washed  sheep. 


THE  WRIGHT'S  CHASTE  WIFE. 


[MS.  Lambeth  306,  leaves  178-187.] 


Attmyghty  god,  maker  of  alle, 
Saue  you  my  souereyns  in  towre  &  halle, 
3         And  send  you  good  grace  ! 
If  ye  wyft  a  stounde  blynne, 
Of  a  story  I  wyft  begynne, 
6         And  telle  you  aft  the  cas, 
Meny  farleyes  J?at  I  haue  herde, 
Ye  would  haue  wondyr  how  yt  ferde ; 
9         Lystyn,  and  ye  schatt  here ; 
Of  a  wryght  I  wyft  you  telle, 
That  some  tyme  in  thys  land  gan  dwelle, 

12         And  lyued  by  hys  myster. 

Whether  that  he  were  yn  or  owte, 
Of  erthely  man  hadde  he  no  dowte, 

15         To  werke  hows,  harowe,  nor  plowgh, 
Or  other  werkes,  what  so  they  were, 
Thous  wrought  he  hem  farre  and  nere, 

18         And  dyd  tham  wele  I-nough. 

Thys  wryght  would  wedde  no  wyfe, 
Butt  yn  yougeth  to  lede  hys  lyfe 

21         In  myrthe  and  ojjer  melody  ; 
Ouer  aft  where  he  gan  wende, 
Aft  they  seyd  "  welcome,  frende, 

24         Sytt  downe,  and  do  gla[d]ly." 


My  sovereigns, 


I  will  tell  you  a 
tale 


of  a  wright 
of  this  land, 


who,  at  work,  was 
afraid  of  no 
earthly  man. 


At  first  he  would 
wed  no  wife, 

[leaf  178,  back] 

for  wherever  he 
went  he  was 
welcome ; 


THE    WRIGHT    FALLS    IN    LOVE,    AND    PHOPOSES. 


but  at  last  be 
wished 


to  have  a  spouse 
to  look  after  his 
goods. 


A  widow  near  had 
a  Mr  daughter 


true  and 
meek. 


Her  the  wright 
would  like  to  lie 
by  him, 


and  therefore 
went  to  her 
mother 


and  proposed  for 
the  maiden. 


The  mother  says 
she  can  only 
give  him  as  a 
portion 

a  garland 


of  roses 


that  will  keep  its 
colour 

[Ieafl79j 

while  his  wife  is 
true, 


Tyft  on  a  tyme  lie  was  wyllyng, 
As  tyme  comyth  of  alle  thyng, 

27         (So  seyth  the  profesye,) 
A  wyfe  for  to  wedde  &  haue 
That  myght  hys  goodes  kepe  and  sane, 

30         And  for  to  lene  aft  foly. 

Ther  dwellyd  a  wydowe  in  fat  centre 
That  hadde  a  doughter  feyre  &  fre ; 

33         Of  her,  word  sprang  wyde, 

For  sche  was  bothe  stabyft  &  trewe, 
Meke  of  nianers,  and  feyr*  of  he  we  ; 

36         So  seyd  men  in  that  tyde. 

The  wryght  seyde,  "  so  god  me  saue, 
Such  a  wyfe  would  I  haue 

39         To  lye  nyghtly  by  my  syde." 
He  fought  to  speke  wyth  fat  may, 
And  rose  erly  on  a  daye 

42         And  f  yder  gan  he  to  ryde. 

The  wryght  was  welcome  to  f  e  wyfe, 
And  her  saluyd  aft  so  blyve, 

45         And  so  he  dyd  her  doughter  fre : 
For  the  erand  that  he  for  cam* 
Tho  he  spake,  fat  good  yemaii) ; 

48         Than  to  hym  seyd  sche  : 

The  wydowe  seyd,  "  by  heuen  kyng, 
I  may  geue  wyth  her  no  f  ing, 

51         (And  fat  forthynketh  me ,-) 
Saue  a  garlond  I  wyft  the  geue, 
Ye  schatt  neuer  see,  whyle  ye  lyve, 

54         None  such  in  thys  centre  : 

Haue  here  thys  garlond  of  roses  ryche, 
In  aft  thys  lond  ys  none  yt  lyche, 

57         For  ytt  wyft  euer  be  newe, 
Wete  fou  wele  wit/iowtyn  fable, 
Aft  the  whyle  thy  wyfe  ys  stable 

60         The  chaplett  wolle  hold  he  we ; 


HE   RECEIVES    A    ROSE    GARLAND    WITH    IITS    WIFE. 


And  yf  thy  wyfe  vse  putry, 
Or  tolle  eny  man  to  lye  her  by, 

63         Than  wolle  yt  change  hewe, 
And  by  the  garlond  J?ou  may  see, 
Fekyft  or  fals  yf  pat  sche  be, 

66         Or  ellys  yf  sche  be  trewe." 

Of  thys  chaplett  hym  was  futt  fayne, 
And  of  hys  wyfe,  was  nott  to  layne ; 

69         He  weddyd  her  futt  sone, 

And  ladde  her  home  wyth  solenipnite, 
And  hyld  her  brydatt  dayes  thre. 

72         Whan  they  home  come, 

Thys  wryght  in  hys  hart  cast, 
If  that  he  walkyd  est  or  west 

75         As  he  was  woiite  to  done, 

"  My  wyfe  pat  ys  so  bryght  of  ble, 
Men  wolle  desyre  her1  fro  me, 

78         And  pat  hastly  and  sone  ; " 
Butt  sone  he  hym  bypought 
That  a  chambyr  schuld  be  wrought 

81         Bothe  of  lyme  and  stone, 

Wyth  wallys  strong  as  eny  stele, 
And  dorres  sotylly  made  and  wele, 

84         He  owte  framyd  yt  sone  ; 
The  chambyr  he  lett  make  fast, 
Wyth  plaster  of  parys  pat  wytt  last, 

87  Such  ous  know  I  neuer  none  ; 
Ther  ys  [ne]  kyng  lie  emperoure, 
And  he  were  lockyn  in  fat  towre, 

90         That  cowde  gete  owte  of  pat  wonne. 
Nowe  hath  he  done  as  he  pought, 
And  in  the  myddes  of  the  flore  wrought 

93         A  wondyr  strange  gyle, 
A  trapdoure  rounde  abowte 
That  no  man  myght  come  yn  nor  owte  ; 

96         It  was  made  wyth  a  wyle, 


but  change  when 
she  is  faithless. 


The  wright  is 
delighted  with  his 
garland  and  wife, 

marries  her 
and  takes  her 
home; 


and  then  begins 
to  think  that 
when  he  is  out  at 
work 

men  will  try  to 
corrupt  his  wife. 


So  he  plans  a 
crafty  room  and 
tower, 


and  builds  it  soon 
with  plaster  of 
Paris, 


which  no  one 
could  ever  get  out 
of  if  he  once  got 
into  it, 


for  there  was  a 
trapdoor  in  the 
middle, 

[leaf  179,  back] 


4      THE   WRIGHT    GOES    TO    WORK,    AND    LEAVES    HIS    WIFE    AT    HOME. 


and  if  any  one 
only  touched  it, 
down  he'd  go  into 
a  pit. 

This  was  to  stop 
any  tricks  with 
his  wife. 


That  who-so  touchyd  yt  eny  thyng, 
In  to  f  e  pytt  he  schuld  flyng 
99         Wythyn  a  lytyft  whyle. 

For  hys  wyfe  he  made  that  place, 
That  no  man  schuld  beseke  her  of  grace, 
102         ^Tor  her  to  begyle. 


Just  then  the 
town  Lord 


sends  for  him  to 
build  a  Hall, 


(a  job  for  two  or 
three  months,) 


and  offers  to 
fetch  his  wife  too. 


He  sees  the 
Wright's  garland, 
and  asks  what  it 
means. 


"  Sir,  it  will 


tell  me  whether 
my  wife  is  false 
or  true ; 

[>  MS.  of] 

and  will  change 
its  colour  if  she 
go  wrong." 


"I'll  try  that," 
thinks  the  Lord, 


and  goes  to  the 
Wright's  wife. 


By  fat  tyme  f  e  lord  of  the  towne 
Hadde  ordeynyd  tymbyr  redy  bowne, 

105         Ah  halle  to  make  of  tre. 

After  the  wryght  the  lord  lett  sende, 
For  fat  he  schuld  wyth  hym  lende 

108         Monythys  two  or  thre. 

The  lord  seyd,  "  woult  f  ou  haue  f  i  wyfe  ? 
I  wylt  send  afte?*  her  blyve 

111         That  sche  may  com  to  the." 

The  wryght  hys  garlond  hadde  take  wyth  hyift, 
That  was  bryght  and  no  f  ing  dymme, 

114         Yt  wes  feyre  on  to  see. 

The  lord  axyd  hym  as  he  satt, 

"  Felowe,  where  hadyst  f  ou  f  is  hatte 

117         That  ys  so  feyre  and  newe  1 " 
The  wryght  answerd  alt  so  blyue, 
And  seyd,  "  syr,  I  hadde  yt  wyth  my  wyfe, 

120         And  fat  dare  me  neuer1  rewe  ; 
Syr,  by  my  garlond  I  may  see 
Fekyft  or  fals  yf  fat  sche  be, 

123         Or1  yf  fat  sche  be  tre  we  ; 

And  yf  my  wyfe  loue  a  paramoure,- 
Than  wyft  my  garlond  vade  coloure, 

126         And  change  wyft  yt  the  hewe." 
The  lord  fought  "  by  godys  myght, 
That  wytt  I  wete  thys  same  nyght 

129         Whether  thys  tale  be  trewe." 

To  the  wryghtys  howse  anon  he  went, 
He  fonde  the  wyfe  ther-in  presente 


THE    LORD    BRIBES    THE    WRIGHTS    WIFE    TO    LIE    WITH    HIM. 


132         That  was  so  bryght  and  schene ; 

Sone  he  hayled  her  trewly, 

And  so  dyd  sche  the  lord  curtesly  : 
135         Sche  seyd,  "  welcome  ye  be ; " 

Thus  seyd  the  wyfe  of  the  hows, 

"  Syr,  howe  faryth  my  swete  spouse 
138         That  hewy th  vppon  your"  tre  ?  " 

"  Sertes,  dame,"  he  seyd,  "  wele, 

And  I  am  come,  so  haue  I  hele, 
141         To  wete  the  wylle  of  the ; 

My  loue  ys-  so  vppon  the  cast 

That  me  thynketh  my  hert  wolle  brest, 
144         It  wolle  none  otherwyse  be ; 

Good  dame,  graunt  me  thy  grace 

To  pley  with  the  in  some  preuy  place 
147         For  gold  and  eke  for  fee." 

"  Good  syr,  lett  be  youre  fare, 

And  of  such  wordes  speke  no  mare 
150         For  hys  loue  J?at  dyed  on  tre  ; 

Hadde  we  onys  begonne  jjat  gle, 

My  husbond  by  his  gaiiond  myght  see ; 
153         For  sorowe  he  would  wexe  woode." 

"  Certes,  dame,"  he  seyd,  "  naye ; 

Loue  me,  I  pray  you,  in  )>at  ye  niaye : 
156         For  godys  loue  change  thy  mode, 

Forty  marke  schaft  be  youre  mede 

Of  syluer  and  of  gold[e]  rede, 
159         And  that  schaft  do  the  good." 

"  Syr,  that  deede  schaft  be  done ; 

Take  me  that  mony  here  anone." 
162         "I  swere  by  the  holy  rode 

I  thought  when  I  cam  hydder1 

For  to  bryng1  yt  aft  to-gydder>,        [i  orhyng.   ?MS.\ 
165         As  I  mott  broke  my  heele." 

Ther  sche  toke  xl  marke 

Of  syluer  and  gold  styff  and  sterke  : 


[leaf  180] 


She  asks  after  her 
husband, 


but  the  Lord 


declares  his  own 
love  for  her, 


and  prays  her  to 
grant  him  his 
will. 


She  entreats  him 
to  let  that  be, 


but  he  presses 
her, 


and  offers  her 
40  marks. 


On  this  she  con 
sents  if  he'll  put 
down  the  money. 


The  40  marks  she 
takes, 


THE    LORD    IS   DROPPED    THROUGH    A   TRAPDOOR, 


and  tells  him  to 
go 

[leaf  180,  back] 
into  the  secret 
chamber. 

Upstairs  he  goes, 


stumbles, 

and  pops  down  40 
feet  through  the 
Wright's  trapdoor. 


He  prays  the 


good  dame  to 
have  pity  on  him. 
"  Nay,"  says  she, 
"  not  till  my  hus 
band  sees  you." 


The  Lord  tries  to 
get  out,  but  can't, 


and  then 
threatens  the 


but  she  doesn't 
care  for  that, 


and  goes  away  to 
her  work. 


168         Sche  toke  yt  feyre  and  welle ; 

Sche  seyd,  "  in  to  the  chambyr  wytt  we, 

Ther  no  man  schaft  vs  see ; 
171         No  lenger  wyft  we  spare." 

Vp  the  steyer  they  gan1  hye  : 

The  stepes  were  made  so  queyntly 
174         That  farther  myght  he  nott  fare. 

The  lord  stumbyllyd  as  he  went  in  hast, 

He  felt  doune  in  to  fat  chaste 
177         Forty  fote  and  somedele  more. 

The  lord  began  to  crye ; 

The  wyfe  seyd  to  hym  in  hye, 
180         "  Syr,  what  do  ye  there  ?  " 

"  Dame,  I  can  nott  seye  howe 

That  I  am  come  hydder  nowe 
183         To  thys  hows  fat  ys  so  newe ; 

I  am  so  depe  in  thys  sure  flore 

That  I  ne  can  come  owte  att  no  dore ; 
186         Good  dame,  on  me  fou  rewe  !  " 

"  Nay,"  sche  seyd,  "  so  mut  y  the, 

Tyft  myne  husbond  come  and  se, 
189         I  schrewe  hym  fat  yt  fought." 

The  lord  arose  and  lokyd  abowte 

If  he  myght  eny  where  gete  owte, 
192         Butt  yt  holpe  hyifi  ryght  noght, 

The  wallys  were  so  thy  eke  wythyri). 

That  he  no  where  myght  owte  wynne 
195         But  helpe  to  hyifj  were  brought ; 

And  euer  the  lord  made  euyft  chere, 

And  seyd,  "dame,  fou  schalt  by  thys  dere. 
198         Sche  seyd  that  sche  ne  rought ; 

Sche  seyd  "  I  recke  nere 

Whyle  I  am  here  and  fou  art  there, 
201         I  schrewe  herre  fat  fe  doth  drede." 

The  lord  was  sone  owte  of  her  fought, 

The  wyfe  went  in  to  her  lofte, 
1  MS.  gar 


AND    HAS    TO    BEAT    FLAX    TO    EARN    HIS    DINNER. 


204         Sche  satte  and  dyd  her  dede. 

Than  yt  feft  on  J?at  oj>er  daye, 

Of  mete  and  drynke  he  gan  her  pray, 
207         There  of  he  hadde  gret  nede. 

He  seyd,  "  dame,  for  seynt  chary  te, 

Wyth  some  mete  Jjou  comfort  me." 
210         Sche  seyd,  "nay,  so  god  me  spede, 

For  I  swere  "by  swete  seynt  lohne, 

Mete  ne  drynke  ne  getyst  Jjou  none 
213         Butt  jjou  wylt  swete  or  swynke  ; 

For  I  haue  both  hernpe  and  lyne, 

And  a  betyngstocke  fuft  fyne, 
216         And  a  swyngyft  good  and  grete  ; 

If  ]>ou  wylt  worke,  tell  me  sone." 

"  Dame,  bryng  yt  forthe,  yt  schalt  be  done, 
219         Fuft  gladly  would  I  ete." 

Sche  toke  the  stocke  in  her  honde, 

And  in  to  the  pytt  sche  yt  sclang 
222         Wyth  a  grete  hete  : 

Sche  brought  the  lyne  and  hempe  on  her  backe, 

"  Syr  lord,"  sche  seyd,  "  haue  f  ou  J>at, 
225         And  lerne  for  to  swete." 

Ther  sche  toke  hym  a  bonde 

For  to  occupy  hys  honde, 
228         And  bade  hym  fast  on  to  bete. 

He  leyd  yt  downe  on  the  l  stone,          r>  ?  MS.  this.] 

And  leyd  on  strockes  weft  good  wone, 
231         And  sparyd  nott  on  to  leyne. 

Whan  fat  he  hadde  wrought  a  thraue, 

Mete  and  drynke  he  gan  to  craue, 
234         And  would  haue  hadde  yt  fayne ; 

"  That1 1  hadde  somewhat  for  to  ete 

Now  after  my  gret  swete  ; 
237         Me  thynketh  yt  were  ryght, 

For  I  haue  labouryd  nyght  and  daye 

The  for  to  plese,  dame,  I  saye, 
240         And  tlierto  putt  my  myght." 


Next  day  the 
Lord  begs  for 
food. 


[leaf  181] 


"  You'll  get  none 
from  me 


unless  you  sweat 
for  it,"  says  she; 
"  spin  me  some 
flax." 


He  says  he  will : 


she  throws  him 
the  tools, 


the  flax  and  hemp, 

and  says,  "  Work 
away." 


He  does, 
lays  on  well, 


and  then  asks  for 
his  food, 


for  he's  toiled 
night  and  day. 


THE    STEWARD    RESOLVES    TO    TEMrT    THE    WRIGHT'S    WIFE. 


The  wife 


gives  him 
meat  and  drink 
[leaf  181,  back] 
and  more  flax, 


and  keeps  him  up 
to  his  work. 


The  wyfe  seyd  "  so  mutt  I  haue  hele, 
And  yf  pi  worke  be  wrought  wele 

243         Thou  schalt  haue  to  dyne." 

Mete  and  drynke  sche  hym  bare, 
Wyth  a  thrafe  of  flex  mare 

246         Of  full  long  boundyn  lyne. 

So  feyre  the  wyfe  the  lord  gan  praye 
That  he  schuld  be  werkyng  aye, 

249         And  nought  fat  he  schuld  blynne  ; 
The  lord  was  fayne  to  werke  tho, 
Butt  hys  men  knewe  nott  of  hys  woo 

252         Nor  of  per  lordes  pyne. 


The  Steward  asks 
the  wright  after 
his  Lord, 


then  notices  the 
garland, 


and  asks  who 
gave  it  him. 


"  Sir,  it  will  tell 
me  whether  my 
wife  goes  bad." 


"  I'll  prove  that 
this  very  night," 
says  the  steward, 


gets  plenty  of 
money,  and 


The  stuard  to  pe  wryght  gan  saye, 
"  Sawe  pou  owte  of  my  lord  to-daye, 

255         Whether  that  he  ys  wende  1 " 

The  wryght  answerde  and  seyd  "naye  ; 
I  sawe  hym  nott  syth  yesterdaye  ; 

258         I  trowe  pat  he  be  schent." 
The  stuard  stode  pe  wryght  by, 
And  of  hys  garlond  hadde  ferly 

261         What  pat  yt  be-mente. 

The  stuard  seyd,  "  so  god  me  sane, 
Of  thy  garlond  wondyr  I  haue, 

264         And  who  yt  hath  the  sent." 

"  Syr,"  he  seyd,  "  be  the  same  hatte 
I  can  knowe  yf  my  wyfe  be  badde 

267         To  me  by  eny  other  man)  j 

If  my  floures  ouper  fade  or  falle, 

Then  doth  my  wyfe  me  wrong  wyth-alle, 

270         As  many  a  woman  can)." 

The  stuard  pought  "  by  godes  myght, 
That  schali  I  preue  thys  same  n}rght 

273         Whether  pou  blys  or  banne/' 

And  in  to  hys  chambyr  he  gan  gone, 
And  toke  tresure  futt  good  wone, 


AND    THINKS    HE    HAS    SUCCEEDED    SO    WELL. 


276         And  forth  he  spedde  hem  than). 
Butt  he  ne  stynt  att  no  stone 
Tyft  he  vn-to  f  e  wryghtes  hows  come 

279         That  ylke  same  nyght. 

He  mett  the  wyfe  arnydde  the  gate, 
Abowte  J?e  necke  he  gan  her  take, 

282         And  seyd  "  my  dere  wyght, 
Att  the  good  fat  ys  myne 
I  wytt  the  geue  to  be  thyne 

285         To  lye  by  the  att  nyght." 

Sche  seyd,  "  syr,  lett  be  thy  fare, 

My  husbond  wolle  wete  wyth-owtyn)  mare 

288         And  I  hym  dyd  that  vnryght ; 
I  would  nott  he  myght  yt  wete 
For  att  the  good  that  I  myght  gete, 

291  So  Ihesus1  mutt  me  spede 
For,  and  eny  man  lay  me  by, 
My  husbond  would  yt  wete  truly, 

294         It  ys  wythowtyn  eny  drede." 

The  stuard  seyd  "  for  hym  fat  ys  wrought, 
There-of,  dame,  drede  the  noght 

297         Wyth  me  to  do  that  dede  • 
Haue  here  of.  me  xx  marke 
Of  gold  and  syluer  styf  and  starke, 

300         Thys  tresoure  schaft  be  thy  mede." 
"  Syr,  and  I  graunt  fat  to  you, 
Lett  no  man  wete  butt1  we  two  nowe." 

303         He  seyd,  "  nay,  wythowtyn  drede." 
The  stuard  fought,  '  sykerly 
Women  beth  both  queynte  &  slye.' 

306         The  mony  he  gan  her  bede  ; 

He  fought  wele  to  haue  be  spedde, 
And  of  his  erand  he  was  onredde 

309         Or  he  were  fro  hem)  I-gone. 
Vp  the  sterys  sche  hym  leyde 

1  MS.  Ike 


to  the  wright's 


takes  her  round 

the  neck, 

and  offers  her  all 

[leaf  182] 

he  has,  to  lie  by 
her  that  night. 


She  refuses, 


as  her  husband 
would  be  sure  to 
know  of  it. 


The  steward 
urges  her  again, 


and  offers  her  20 
marks. 


She  says,  "  Then 
don't  tell  any 
one," 


takes  his  money, 


sends  him  up  the 
quaint  stairs, 
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THE    STEWARD    IS    SHOT    THROUGH    THE    TRAPDOOR, 


and  lets  him 
tumble  through 
the  trapdoor. 


"  What  the  devil 
are  you  ?  "  says 
the  Lord. 


[leaf  182,  back] 

The  steward  finds 
he  can't  get  out  j 


and  wonders  why 
his  Lord  is  there. 


"We  both  came 
on  one  errand, 
man." 

The  wife  asks 
what  they're 
doing; 


the  Lord  says, 

"  Your  flax  is 
done,  and  I  want 
my  dinner." 


The  steward  says 
if  he  ever  gets  out 
he'll  crack 
her  skull. 

But  the  wife 
chaffs  him, 

says  he'll  soon  be 
glad  to  eat 
his  words, 


Tytt  he  saw  the  wryghtes  bedde  : 
312         Of  tresoure  fought  he  none  ; 

He  went  and  stumblyd  att  a  stone ; 

In  to  Jje  seller*  he  fylle  sone, 
315         Downe  to  the  bare  flore. 

The  lord  seyd  "  what  deuytt  art  J>ou  ? 

And  )?ou  hadest  falle  on  me  nowe, 
318         Thowe  hadest  hurt  me  futt  sore." 

The  stuard  stert  and  staryd  abowte 

If  he  myght  ower  gete  owte 
321         Att  hole  lesse  or  mare. 

The  lord  seyd,  "  welcome,  and  sytt  be  tyme, 

For  foil  schalt  helpe  to  dyght  thys  lyne 
324         For  att  thy  fers[e]  fare." 

The  stuard  lokyd  on  the  knyght, 

He  seyd,  "syr,  for  godes  myght, 
327         My  lord,  what  do  you  here  ] " 

He  seyd  "  felowe,  wyth-owtyn  oth, 

For  o  erand  we  come  bothe, 
330         The  sothe  woUe  I  nott  lete." 

Tho  cam  the  wyfe  them  vn-to, 

And  seyd,  "syres,  what  do  you  to, 
333         Wyft  ye  nott  lerne  to  swete  ? " 

Than  seyd  fe  lord  her  vn-to, 

*  Dame,  your*  lyne  ys  I-doo, 

336         Nowe  would  I  fayne  ete  : 

And  I  haue  made  yt  att  I-lyke, 

Futt  clere,  and  no  Jjing  thy  eke, 
339         Me  thynketh  yt  gret  payne." 

The  stuard  seyd  "  wyth-owtyn  dowte, 

And  euer  I  may  wynne  owte, 
342         I  wytt  breke  her  brayne." 

"  Felowe,  lett  be,  and  sey  nott  so, 

For  J?ou  schalt  worke  or  euer  fou  goo, 
345         Thy  wordes  fou  torne  agayne, 

Fayne  fou  schalt  be  so  to  doo, 

And  thy  good  wylle  put  ferto  : 


BUT    IS    PROUD,    AND    WILL    NOT    WORK    FOR    HIS    DINNER.  11 

348         As  a  man  buxome  and  bayne 

Thowe  schalt  nibbe,  rele,  and  spynne,  and  unless  he 

rubs  and  reels, 

And  J>ou  wolt  eny  mete  wynne,  he'ii  get  no  meat. 

351         That  I  gene  to  god  a  gyfte." 

The  stuard  seyd,  "  then  haue  I  wondyr  ;  "  rn  die  for 

-r^    ,-,  i  i   -r    i       r>       i  hunger  first, 

Kather  would  1  dy  lor  nungyr  .      unhouseied," 

354         Wyth-owte  hosytt  or  shryfte." 

The  lord  seyd,  "  so  haue  I  hele, 

Thowe  wylt  worke,  yf  J?ou  hungyr  welle,  [leaf  iss] 

357         What  worke  fat  the  be  brought." 

The  lord  satt  and  dyd  hys  werke,  The  Lord 

The  stuard  drewe  in  to  the  derke, 
360         Gret  sorowe  was  in  hys  Bought. 

The  lord  seyd,  "  dame,  here  ys  youre  lyne, 

Haue  yt  in  godes  blessyng  and  myne, 
363         I  hold  yt  welle  I-wrought." 

Mete  and  drynke  sche  gaue  hym  yn),  and  gets  his 

"  The  stuard,"  sche  seyd,  "  wolle  he  nott  spynne, 
366         Wytt  he  do  ryght  noght  ?  " 

The  lord  seyd,  "  by  swete  sen  lone, 

Of  thys  mete  schatt  lie  haue  none  None  of  it  win  he 

369         That  ye  haue  me  hydder  brought."  tulward, 

The  lord  ete  and  dranke  fast,  but  eats  it  ail  up, 

The  stuard  hungeryd  att  J?e  last, 
372         For  he  gaue  hym  nought. 

The  stuard  satt  att  in  a  stody, 

Hys  lord  hadde  forgote  curtesy  : 
375         Tho1  seyd  J?e  stuard,  "geue  me  some."  [IMS. The] 

The  lord  seyd,  "  sorowe  haue  j>e  morsett  or  sope 

That  schatt  come  in  thy  throte  !  and  won't  give   > 

n  l-r  r>  -NT-     ,  i  T  him  One  CrumD : 

o78         JNott  so  much  as  o  crome  ! 

Butt  £ou  wylt  helpe  to  dyght  Jns  lyne,  let  him  work  and 

Much  hungyr  y t  schatt  be  thyne  nimseTf™ 1 

381         Though  Jjou  make  much  mone." 

Yp  he  rose,  and  went  therto,  The  steward 

"  Better  ys  me  ])us  to  doo 
384         Whyle  yt  must  nedys  be  do." 
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THE    STEWARD    IS    OBLIGED    TO    WORK    AFTER    ALL. 


asks  for  work ; 
the  wife  throws 
it  him, 


[leaf  183,  back] 

and  steward  and 
Lord  are  both 
spinning  away 


to  earn  their 
dinner, 


while  the  Lord's 
people  cannot 
make  out  what  has 
become  of  him. 


The  stuard  began  fast  to  knocke, 

The  wyfe  frew  hym  a  swyngelyng  stocke, 

387         Hys  mete  ferwyth  to  wyn); 

Sche  brought  a  swyngytt  att  J>e  last, 

"  Good  syres,"  sche  seyd,  "  swyngylle  on  fast ; 

390         For  no  fing  that  ye  blynne." 

Sche  gaue  hym)  a  stocke  to  sytt  vppon), 

And  seyd  "  syres,  Jns  werke  must  nedys  be  done, 

393         Att  that  that  ys  here  ynX" 

The  stuard  toke  vp  a  stycke  to  saye, 
"  Sey,  seye,  swyngytt  better  yf  ye  may, 

396         Hytt  wytt  be  the  better  to  spynne." 
Were  J>e  lord  neuer  so  gret, 
Yet  was  he  fayne  to  werke  for  hys  mete 

399         Though  he  were  neu<5r  so  sadde  ; 
Butt  J?e  stuard  fat  was  so  stowde, 
Was  fayne  to  swyngelle  pe  scales  owte, 

402         Ther-of  he  was  nott  glad. 

The  lordys  meyne  fat  were  att  home 
Wyst  nott  where  he  was  bycome, 

405         They  were  futt  sore  adrad. 


Then  the  Proctor 
sees  the  wright 


and  asks  where 
he  got  his  gar 
land  from. 


"With  my  wife; 


and  while  she  is 
true  it  will 
never  fade, 


but  if  she's  false 
it  will." 


The  proctoure  of  J>e  parysche  chyrche  rygfet 
Came  and  lokyd  on  j?e  wryght, 

408         He  lokyd  as  he  ware  madde  ; 
Fast  }>e  proctoure  gan  hym  frayne, 
"  Where  hadest  fou  f is  garlond  gayne  ? 

411         It  ys  euer  lyke  newe." 

The  wryght  gan  say  "  felowe, 
Wyth  my  wyfe,  yf  J>ou  wylt  knowe  j 

414         That  dare  me  nott  rewe ; 

For  att  the  whyle  my  wyfe  trew  ys, 
My  garlond  wolle  hold  he  we  I-wys, 

417         And  neuer  falle  nor  fade  ; 

And  yf  my  wyfe  take  a  paramoure, 
Than  wolle  my  garlond  vade  J>e  floure, 

420         That  dare  I  ley  myne  hede." 


THE    PROCTOR    TEMPTS    THE    WIPE,    AND    IS    TRAPDOORED. 
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The  proctoure  Bought,  "  in  good  faye 
That  schaft  I  wete  thys  same  daye 

423         Whether  yt  may  so  be." 

To  the  wryghtes  hows  he  Avent, 

He  grete  J?e  wyfe  Avyth  feyre  entente, 

426  Sche  seyd  "syr,  welcome  be  ye." 
"  A  !  dame,  my  loue  ys  on  you  fast 
Syth  the  tyme  I  sawe  you  last ; 

429         I  pray  you  yt  may  so  be 

That  ye  would  graunt  me  of  your1  grace 
To  play  wyth  you  in  some  prmy  place, 

432  Or  ellys  to  deth  mutt  me." 
Fast  )?e  proctoure  gan  to  pray, 
And  euer  to  hyifi  sche  seyd  "  naye, 

435         That  wolle  I  nott  doo. 

Hadest  ]?ou  done  )>at  dede  wyth  me, 
My  spouse  by  hys  garlond  myght  see, 

438         That  schuld  torne  me  to  woo." 

The  proctoure  seyd,  "  by  heuen  kyng, 
If  he  sey  to  the  any  Jnng 

441         He  schaft  haue  sorowe  vn-sowte  ; 
Twenty  niarke  I  wolle  )>e  geue, 
It  wolle  J:e  helpe  welle  to  lyue, 

444         The  mony  here  haue  I  brought." 
No  we  hath  sche  the  tresure  tane, 
And  vp  J>e  steyre  be  they  gane, 

447         (What  helpyth  yt  to  lye  ?) 

The  wyfe  went  the  steyre  be-syde, 
The  proctoure  went  a  lytyli  to  wyde 

450         He  fett  downe  by  and  by. 
Whan  he  in  to  J?e  seller  felle, 
He  wente  to  haue  sonke  in  to  helle, 

453         He  was  in  hart  futt  sory. 

The  stuard  lokyd  on  the  knyght, 
And  seyd  "proctoure,  for  godes  myght, 

456         Come  and  sytt  vs  by." 

The  proctoure  began  to  stare, 


The  proctor 
thinks  he'll 

test  this, 


goes  to  the 
wright's  wife 


and  declares  his 
love  for  her ; 


lie  must  have  her 
or  die. 

[leaf  184] 


She  says  nay, 


as  her  husband 
will  know  of  it 
by  his  garland. 


The  proctor 


offers  her  20 
marks. 


These  she  takes ; 
they  go  upstairs, 


and  the  proctor 
tumbles  into  the 
cellar, 


and  thinks  he  is 
going  to  hell. 


The  steward 
asks  him  to 
sit  down; 


14  THE    PROCTOR   CAN'T    MAKE    OUT    WHERE    HE    HAS    GOT    TO. 


he  doesn't  know 
where  he  is, 


but  asks  what 
the  Lord  and 
steward  are 
after  there, 


working  the 
wife's  flax; 

[leaf  184,  back]         471 


he,  the  proctor, 
will  never  do 
the  like, 

it's  not  his  trade. 


The  steward  says, 
"  We're  as  good 
as  you,  and  yet 


have  to  work  for 
our  food." 


The  Lord  says, 
"  And  you'll  have 
to  work  ere 
you  go." 


They  eat  and 
drink,  and  give 
the  proctor 
nothing, 

to  his  great 
disgust, 


For  he  was  he  wyst  neuer  whare, 
459         Butt  wele  he  knewe  f  e  knyght 

And  the  stuard  fat  swyngelyd  f  e  lyne. 

He  seyd  "  syres,  for  godes  pyne, 
462         What  do  ye  here  thys  nyglit  ? " 

The  stuard  seyd,  "  god  geue  the  care, 

Thowe  camyst  to  loke  howe  we  fare, 
465         No  we  helpe  f  is  lyne  were  dyght." 

He  stode  styli  in  a  gret  fought, 

What  to  answer  he  wyst  noght : 
468         "  By  mary  fuft  of  myght," 

The  proctoure  seyd,  "  what  do  ye  in  f  is  yn<? 

For  to  bete  thys  wyfees  lyne  ? 
For  Ihesus  loue,  ffutt  of  myght," 

The  proctoure  seyd  ryght  as  he  fought, 

"  For  me  yt  schaft  be  euyft  wrought 
474         And  I  may  see  aryght, 

For  I  lernyd  neuer  in  lond? 

For  to  haue  a  swyngeft  in  hond 
477         By  day  nor  be  nyght." 

The  stuard  seyd,  "  as  good  as  f  oil 

We  hold  vs  that  be  here  nowe, 
480         And  lett  preue  yt  be  syght ; 

Yet  must  vs  worke  for  owre  mete, 

Or  ellys  schaft  we  none  gete, 
483         Mete  nor  drynke  to  owre  honde." 

The  lord  seyd,  "  why  flyte  ye  two "? 

I  trowe  ye  wyft  werke  or  ye  goo, 
486         Yf  yt  be  as  I  vndyrstond." 

Abowte  he  goys  twyes  or  thryes ; 

They  ete  &  drunke  in  such  wyse 
489         That  fey  geue  hym  ryght  noght. 

The  proctoure  seyd,  "  thynke  ye  no  schame, 

Yheue  me  some  mete,  (ye  be  to  blame,) 
492         Of  that  the  wyfe  ye  brought." 

The  stuard  seyd  "  euytt  spede  the  soppo 

If  eny  morcett  come  in  thy  throte 


HE    HAS    TO    WIND    AND    SPIN    FOR   HIS    DINNER. 
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495         Butt  ]>ou  wyt7i  vs  hadest  wrought." 
The  proctoure  stode  in  a  stody 
Whether  he  myght  worke  hem  by  ; 

498         And  so  to  torne  hys  fought, 
To  the  lord  he  drewe  nere, 
And  to  hym  seyd  v?ykh  myld[e]  chere, 

501         "  That  mary  mott  the  spede  ! " 
The  proctoure  began  to  knocke, 
The  good  wyfe  rawte  hym  a  rocke, 

504         For  therto  hadde  sche  nede ; 

Sche  seyd  "whan  I  was  mayde  att  home, 
Other  werke  cowde  I  do  none 

507         My  lyfe  ther-wyth  to  lede." 

Sche  gaue  hym  in  hande  a  rocke  hynde, 
And  bade  hem  fast  for  to  wynde 

510         Or  ellys  to  lett  be  hys  dede. 

"Yes,  dame,"  he  seyd,  "  so  haue  I  hele, 
I  schaft  yt  worke  both  feyre  &  wjlle 

513         As  ye  haue  taute  me." 

He  wauyd  vp  a  strycke  of  lyne, 
And  he  span  wele  and  fyne 

516         By-fore  the  swyngett  tre. 

The  lord  seyd  "  j?ou  spynnest  to  grete, 
Therfor  Jjou  schalt  haue  no  mete, 

519         That  ]>pu  schalt  weft  see." 

Thus  j:ey  satt  and  wrought  fast 
Tyft  ])&  wekedayes  were  past ; 

522         Then  the  wryght,  home  came  he, 
And  as  he  cam  by  hys  hows  syde 
He  herd1  noyse  that  was  nott  ryde 

525  Of  persons  two  or  thre ; 
One  of  hem  knockyd  lyne, 
A-nothyr  swyngelyd  good  and  fyne 

528         By-fore  the  swyngytt  tre, 

The  thyrde  did  rele  and  spynne, 
Mete  and  drynke  ther-wyth  to  wynne, 

531         Gret  nede  ther-of  hadde  he. 


till  at  last 


he  too  knocks  for 
work, 


gets  a  distaff  and 
some  winding  to 
do, 

[leaf  185] 


and  spins 
away  well. 


Thus  they  all 
sit  and  work  till 
the  wright 
comes  home. 


As  he  approaches 

he  hears  a  noise, 

[ '  ?  MS.  hard] 


1C     THE    WRIGHT    COMES    HOME    AND    FINDS    THE    THREE    CULPRITS. 


his  wife  comes  to 
meet  him, 


and  he  asks  what 
all  that  noise 
is  about. 

"  Why,  three 
workmen  have 
come  to  help 
us,  dear. 


Who  are  they?" 

The  wright 
sees  his  Lord 
in  the  pit, 


and  asks  how 
[leaf  185,  back] 


he  came  there. 


The  Lord  asks 
mercy :  he  is 
very  sorry. 

"  So  am  I,"  says 
the  wright, "  to 
see  you  among 
the  flax 
and  hemp," 


and  orders  his 
wife  to  let  the 
Lord  out. 
"  No,  bother  my 
snout  if  I  do," 
says  the  wife, 
"before  his  lady 
sees  what  he 
wanted  to  do 
with  me." 

So  she  sends 
for  the  dame  to 
fetch  her 
lord  home, 


Thus  f  e  wryght  stocle  herkenyng  ; 

Hys  wyfe  was  ware  of  hys  comyng, 
534         And  ageynst  hym  went  sclie. 

"  Dame,"  he  seyd,  "  what  ys  f  is  dynne  1 

I  here  gret  noyse  here  wythynne  ; 
537         Teft  me,  so  god  the  spede." 

"  Syr,"  sche  seyd,  "  workenlen  thre 

Be  come  to  helpe  you  and  me, 
540         Ther-of  we  haue  gret  nede  ; 

Fayne  would  I  wete  what  they  were." 

Butt  when  he  sawe  hys  lord  there, 
543         Hys  hert  bygan  to  drede  : 

To  see  hys  lord  in  fat  place, 

He  fought  yt  was  a  strange  cas, 
546         And  seyd,  "  so  god  hym  spede, 

"What  do  ye  here,  my  lord  and  knygfrt  ? 

Tett  me  nowe  for  godes  mygftt 
549         Howe  cam  thys  vn-to  1 " 

The  knyght  seyd  "  What  ys  best  rede  ? 

Mercy  I  aske  for  my  mysdede, 
552         My  hert  ys  wondyr  wo." 

"  So  ys  myne,  veramewt, 

To  se  you  among  thys  flex  and  hempe, 
555         Futt  sore  yt  myth"  me  ; 

To  se  you  in  such  hevynes, 

Fuft  sore  myne  hert  yt  doth  oppresse, 
558         By  god  in  trinite." 

The  wryght  bade  hys  wyfe  lett  hyifi  owte, 

"  Nay,  fen  sorowe  come  on  my  snowte 
561         If  they  passe  hens  to-daye 

Tytt  that  my  lady  come  and  see 

Howe  fey  would  haue  done  wykh  me, 
564         Butt  nowe  late  me  saye." 

Anon  sche  sent  after  the  lady  bryght 

For  to  fett  home  her  lord  and  knyght, 
567         Therto  sche  seyd  noght ; 

Sche  told  her  what  they  hadde  ment, 


THE    LORD'S    WIFE    SEES    HIM    IN    THE    CELLAR. 


And  of  ther  purpos  &  ther  intente 
570         That  they  would  haue  wrought. 
Glad  was  fat  lady  of  that  tydyng ; 
When  sche  wyst  her  lord  was  lyuyng, 
573         Ther-of  sche  was  fuft  fayne  : 

Whan  sche  came  vn-to  f  e  steyre  abouen), 
Sche  lokyd  vn-to  f  e  seller  downe, 
576         And  seyd, — fis  ys  nott  to  leyne, — 
"  Good  syres,  what  doo  you  here  ? " 
"  Dame,  we  by  owre  mete  futt  dere, 

579         Wyth  gret  trauayle  and  peyne  ; 
I  pray  you  helpe  fat  we  were  owte, 
And  I  Avyft  swere  w?/t/i-owtyn  dowte 

582         Neuer  to  come  here  agayne." 
The  lady  spake  the  wyfe  vn-tylle, 
And  seyd  "  dame,  yf  yt  be  youre  wylle, 

585         What  doo  thes  meyny  here1? " 

The  carpentarys  wyfe  her  answerd  sykerly, 
"  Aft  they  would  haue  leyne  me  by ; 

588         Eue?*ych,  in  ther  manere, 

Gold  and  syluer  they  me  brought, 
And  forsoke  yt,  and  would  yt  noght, 

591         The  ryche  gyftes  so  clere. 

Wyllyng  fey  were  to  do  me  schame, 
I  toke  ther  gyftes  wyth-owtyn  blame, 

594         And  ther  they  be  aft  thre." 
The  lady  answerd  her  anon), 
"  I  haue  thynges  to  do  att  home 

597         Mo  than  two  or  thre ; 

I  wyst  my  lord  neuer  do  ryght  noght 
Of  no  f  ing  fat  schuld  be  wrought, 

600         Such  as  fallyth  to  me." 

The  lady  lawghed  and  made  good  game 
Whan  they  came  owte  aft  in-same 

603         From  the  swyngyft  tre. 

The  knyght  seyd  "  felowys  in  fere, 
I  am  glad  fat  we  be  here, 


and  tells  her 
what  he  and  his 
companions  came 
the  e  for. 
The  lady 


looks  down  into 
the  cellar, 
and  says,  "  Good 
sirs,  what  are 
you  doing  ?  " 

"  Earning  our 
meat  full  dear : 


help  us  out,  and 
I'll  never  come 
here  again." 


The  lady  asks 
the  wife  why 
[leaf  186] 
the  men  are 
there. 

The  wife  says 
they  wanted  to 
lie  with  her,  and 
offered  her  gold 
and  silver ; 


she  took  their 
gifts,  and  there 
they  are. 

The  lady  says 
she  really  wants 
her  lord  for 
herself, 


and  laughs 
heartily  when 
the  three 
culprits  come  out. 

The  Lord  says, 
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THE    WRIGHT  S    WIFE    SETS    THE    CULPRITS    FREE. 


"  Ah,  you'd  have 
worked  too  if 
you'd  been 
with  us, 


I  never  had  such 
a  turn  in  my  life 
before,  I  can  tell 
you." 

Then  the  Lord 
and  lady  go 
home, 


as  ADAM  of 

COBSAM  says. 

[leaf  186,  back] 
On  their 
way  home 


they  halt, 

and  the  steward 
and  proctor 
swear  they'll 
never  go  back  for 
five  and  forty 
years. 


The  lady  gives 
all  their  money  to 
the  wright's  wife. 


The  garland  is 
fresh  as  ever. 


Thus  true  are  all 
good  women 
now  alive ! 


606         By  godes  dere  pyte ; 

Dame,  and  ye  hadde  bene  wytli  vs, 

Ye  would  haue  wrought,  by  swete  Ihesus, 

609         As  welle  as  dyd  wre." 

And  when  they  cam  vp  abouen) 
They  turnyd  abowte  and  lokyd  downe, 

612         The  lord  seyd,  "  so  god  saue  me, 
Yet  hadde  I  neuer  such  a  fytte 
As  I  haue  hadde  in  fat  lowe  pytte  ; 

615         So  mary  so  mutt  me  spede." 

The  knyght  and  thys  lady  bryght, 
Howe  they  would  home  that  nyght, 

618         For  no  thyng  they  would  abyde  ; 
And  so  they  went  home  ; 
Thys  seyd  Adam  of  CobsanJ.1 

621         By  the  weye  as  they  rode 

Throwe  a  wode  in  ther  playeng, 
For  to  here  the  fowlys  syng 

624  They  hovyd  sty  lie  and  bode. 
The  stuard  sware  by  godes  ore, 
And  so  dyd  the  proctoure  much  more, 

627         That  neuer  in  ther  lyfe 

Would  they  no  more  come  in  J>ot  wonne 
Whan  they  were  onys  thens  come, 

630         Thys  forty  yere  and  fyve. 

Of  the  tresure  that  they  brought, 
The  lady  would  geue  hem  ryght  noght, 

633         Butt  gaue  yt  to  the  wryghtes  wyfe. 

Thus  the  wryghtes  garlond  was  feyre  of  hewe, 
And  hys  wyfe  bothe  good  and  trewe  : 

636         There-of  was  he  fuft  blythe ; 
I  take  wytnes  att  gret  and  small, 
Thus  trewe  bene  good  women  aH 

639         That  nowe  bene  on  lyve, 

So  come  thryste  on  ther  hedys 

1  The  letter  between  the  &  and  a  has  had  the  lower  part 
marked  over.     But  it  must  mean  a  long/. 
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Whan  they  mombyft  on  ther  bedys 
642         Ther  pate?*  iwstei  ryue. 

Here  ys  wretyn  a  geste  of  the  wryght 

That  hadde  a  garlond  weft  I-dyght, 
645         The  coloure  wyft  neuer  fade. 

Now  god,  Jmt  ys  heuyn  kyng, 

Graunt  vs  aft  hys  dere  blessyng 
648         Owre  hertes  for  to  glade  ; 

And  aft  tho  that  doo  her  husbondys  ryght, 

Pray  we  to  Ihesu  fuft  of  myght, 
651         That  feyre  mott  hem  byfalle, 

And  that  they  may  come  to  heuen  blys, 

For  thy  dere  moderys  loue  ther-of  nott  to  mys, 
654         Alle  good  wyues  alle. 

Now  alle  tho  that  thys  tretys  hath  hard, 

Ihesu  graunt  hem,  for  her  reward, 
657         As  trew  louers  to  be 

As  was  the  wryght  vn-to  hys  wyfe 

And  sche  to  hym  duryng  her  lyfe. 
660         Amen,  for  chary te. 

Hera  endy th  the  wryghtes  processe  trewe 
Wyth  hys  garlond  feyre  of  hewe 

663         That  neuer  dyd  fade  the  coloure. 
It  was  made,  by  the  avyse 
Of  hys  wywes  moder  wytty  and  wyse, 

666         Of  flourys  most  of  honoure, 

Of  roses  whyte  J?at  wytt  nott  fade, 
Whych  floure  aft  ynglond  doth  glade, 

669         Wyth  trewloues  medelyd  in  syght ; 
Vn-to  the  whych  floure  I-wys 
The  loue  of  god  and  of  the  comenys 

672         Subdued1  bene  of  ryght. 

Explicit. 


Here  then  is 
written  a  tale 
of  the  Wright  and 
his  Garland. 

God  grant  us  all 
his  blessing, 


and  may  all  true 
faithful  wives 


come  to  heaven's 
bliss, 


and  be  such 


true  lovers  as  the 
[leaf  187] 

wright  and  his 
wife  were. 
Amen ! 

Here  ends  our 
tale  of  the 
Garland 


which  was  made 
of  White  Roses, 

the  flowers  that 
gladden  all 
England, 


and  receive  the 
love  of  God,  and 
of  the  Com 
mons  too. 


May  be  subdied;  the  word  has  been  corrected. 
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NOTES, 


The  two  first  of  the  three  operations  of  flax-dressing  described  in  lines  526 — 

529  r>   15 

One  of  hem  knockyd  lyne, 

A-nothyr  swyngelyd  good  and  fyne 

By-fore  the  swyngytt-tre, 
The  thyrde  did  rele  and  spynne, 

must  correspond  to  the  preliminary  breaking  of  the  plant,  and  then  the  scutching  or 
beating  to  separate  the  coarse  tow  or  hards  from  the  tare  or  fine  hemp.  Except  so 
far  as  the  swingle  served  as  a  heckle,  the  further  heckling  of  the  flax,  to  render  the 
fibre  finer  and  cleaner,  was  dispensed  with,  though  heckles  (iron  combs)  must  have 
been  in  use  when  the  poem  was  written — inasmuch  as  hekele,  hekelare,  hekelyn,  and 
hekelynge,  are  in  the  Promptorium,  ab.  1440  A.D.  Under  Hatchett,  Handle  Holme 
gives  a  drawing  of  a  heckle. 

The  lines  through  the  h's  in  the  MS.  are  not,  I  believe,  marks  of  contraction. 
There  are  no  insettings  of  the  third  lines,  or  spaces  on  changes  of  subject,  in  the  MS. 

For  reference  to  two  analogous  stories  to  that  of  the  Poem,  I  am  indebted 
to  Mr  Thomas  Wright.  The  first  is  that  of  Constant  Duhamel  in  the  third 
volume  of  Barbazan,  and  the  second  that  of  the  Prioress  and  her  three  Suitors  in 
the  Minor  Poems  of  Dan  John  Lydgate,  published  by  the  Percy  Society,  ed. 
Halliwell. 

In  the  Barbazan  tale  "  the  wife  is  violently  solicited  by  three  suitors,  the 
priest,  the  provost,  and  the  forester,  who  on  her  refusal  persecute  her  husband.  To 
stop  their  attacks  she  gives  them  appointments  at  her  house  immediately  after  one 
another,  so  that  when  one  is  there  and  stripped  for  the  bath,  another  comes,  and, 
pretending  it  is  her  husband,  she  conceals  them  one  after  another  in  a  large  tub 
full  of  feathers,  out  of  which  they  can  see  all  that  is  going  on  in  the  room.  She 
then  sends  successively  for  their  three  wives  to  come  and  bathe  with  her,  the  bath 
being  still  in  the  same  room,  and  as  each  is  stripped  naked  in  the  bath,  she  in 
troduces  her  own  husband,  who  dishonours  them  one  after  another,  one  a  Venverse, 
with  rather  aggravating  circumstances,  and  all  in  view  of  their  three  husbands. 
Finally  the  latter  are  turned  out  of  the  house  naked,  or  rather  well  feathered,  then 
hunted  by  the  whole  town  and  their  dogs,  well  bitten  and  beaten." 

(If  any  one  wants  to  see  a  justification  of  the  former  half  of  the  proverb  quoted 
by  Roberd  of  Brunne,       Frenche  men  synne  yn  lcchci.ye 
And  Englys  men  yn  enuye, 

let  him  read  the  astounding  revelation  made  of  the  state  of  the  early  French  mind 
by  the  tales  in  the  3rd  and  4th  vols.  of  Barbazan's  Fabliaux,  ed.  1808.) 

The  second  story,  told  by  Lydgate,  is  as  follows  : — A  prioress  is  wooed  by  "  a 
young  knyght,  a  parson  of  a  paryche,  and  a  burges  of  a  borrow."  She  promises 
herself  to  the  first  if  he  will  lie  for  a  night  in  a  chapel  sewn  up  in  a  sheet  like  a 
corpse ;  to  the  second,  if  he  will  perform  the  funeral  service  over  the  knight,  and 
bury  him  ;  to  the  third,  if  he  will  dress  up  like  a  devil,  and  frighten  both  parson 
and  knight.  This  the  burges  Sir  John  does  well,  but  is  himself  terrified  at  the 
corpse  getting  up :  all  three  run  away  from  one  another  :  the  knight  falls  on  a 
stake,  and  into  a  snare  set  for  bucks,  and  breaks  his  fore  top  in  falling  from  the 
tree ;  the  merchant  gets  tossed  by  a  bull ;  the  parson  breaks  his  head  and  jumps 
into  a  bramble  bush ;  and  the  prioress  gets  rid  of  them  all,  but  not  before  she  has 
made  the  "burges"  or  "  marchaunt"  pay  her  twenty  marks  not  to  tell  his  wife  and 
the  country  generally  of  his  tricks. — Minor  Poems,  p.  107 — 117,  ed.  1840. 
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GLOSSARY. 


And,  89,  292,  if. 
Bayne,  348,  ready. 

Blynne,    4,    cease,     stop  ;     AS. 

blinnan. 
Blyue,  44,  110,  118,  speedily. 

Bonde,    226,    a    bund-le ;     Du. 

bondt,  a  bavin,  a  bush  of  tbornes. 
Brayne,  342,  scull. 

Broke  165,  enjoy.  AS.  brucan, 
Germ,  brauchen.  H.  Coleridge. 

Brydalle,  71,  AS.  Iryd-dl,  bride 
ale,  marriage  feast. 

By,  197,  buy. 

Chaste,  176,  chest,  box,  pit. 

Dowte,  14,  fear. 

Dyght,  323,  379,  prepare,  dress. 

Fare,  148,  324,  going  on,   wish, 

project. 

Fere,  604,  company. 
Flyte,     484,     wrangle,    quarrel  ; 
.     AS./*?,  strife,  wrangling. 
Forthynketh,  51,  repents,  makes 

sorry;  A-S./orfyencan,  to  despair. 
Frayne,  409,  ask;  AS.  fregnan, 

Goih.fraiftnan. 
Gan,  22,  did. 

Geue  to  God  a  gyfte,  351, 1  make 
a  vow,  1  promise  you,  I'll  take  my 
oath. 

Hele,  140,  salvation. 
Hovyd,  624,  halted,  stopt. 
Hynde,  508 1  natty;  hende,  gentle. 
I-doo,  335,  done,  finished. 
I-dyght,  644,  prepared. 


In-same,  602,  together. 
Layne,  68,  hide,  conceal. 

Lende,  107,  stay;  ?AS.  landian, 

to  land,  or  lengian,  to  prolong. 
Leyne,  231,  lay,  beat. 

Lyne,  214,  AS.  lin,  flax;  ?rope, 

246. 

Meyne,  403,  household. 
Myster,  12,  trade;  Fr.  mesti&r. 
0,  329,  one. 

Onredde,  308 ;  AS.  unret,  unrot, 
uncheerful,  sorrowful,  or  vnrttd, 
imprudent. 

Ojjre,  205,  second. 

Putry,  61,  adultery;  O.Fr.jftifeng, 

whoring. 

Rawte,  503,  reached,  gave. 
Rewe,  186,  have  pity. 

Rocke,  503,  508  ;  Du.  een  Eocke, 
Spinrock,  A  Distaffe,  or  a  Spin- 
rock  ;  Rocken,  To  Winde  Flaxe  or 
Wool  upon  a  Rock  (Hexham). 
Dan.  rok,  O.N.  rokkr,  G.  rocken  : 
"  a  distaff  held  in  the  hand  from 
which  the  thread  was  spun  by 
twirling  a  ball  below.  'What, 
shall  a  woman  with  a  rokke  drive 
thee  away  ?  '  "  Digby  Mysteries, 
p.  11  (Halliwell).  "An  Instru 
ment  us'd  in  some  Parts  for  the 
spinning  of  Flax  and  Hemp." 
Phillips ;  for  reeling  and  spinning 
(1.  529). 

Bought,    198,   AS.    rohte,  p.   of 

recan,  to  reck,  care  for. 
Ryde,    524,    light,    small,    AS. 

gerydy  levis,  sequus.  Lye. 
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Ey  c,    642,   Du.     rijf,    rife,    or 

abundant. 
Scales,  401 ;?  husks,  bark,  or  rind, 

see  shoves  *,  in  Swyngylle.,  below. 
Schent,    25 8,     destroyed  ;     AS. 

scendan. 

Stounde,  4,  short  time, 
Strycke,  514,  "  Strike  of  Flax,  is 

as   much  as    is    heckled    at    one 

Handful."     Phillips. 

Swyngylle,  216,  "  Swingle-Staff, 
a  Stick  to  beat  Flax  with,"  Phil. ; 

•  AS.  sicingele,  a  whip,  lash.  "  To 
swingle,  to  beat;  a  Term  among 
Flax- dressers."  Phillips.  Though 
Handle  Holme,  Bk.  111.,  ch.  vni. 
No.  xxxiii.,  gives  the  Swingle-Tree 
of  a  Coach-Pole  (these  are  made 
of  wood,  and  are  fastened  by  Iron 
hooks,  stables  (sic)  chains  and 
pinns  to  the  Coach-pole,  to  the 
which  Horses  are  fastened  by  their 
Harnish  when  there  is  more  then 
two  to  draw  the  Coach),  yet  at 
Chap,  vi.,  §  iv.,  p.  285,  col.  1,  he 
says,  "  He  beareth  Sable,  a  Swingle 
Hand  erected,  Surmounting  of  a 
Swingle  Foot,  Or.  This  is  a 
Wooden  Instrument  made  like  a 
Fauchion,  with  an  hole  cut  in  the 
top  of  it,  to  hold  it  by :  It  is  used 
for  the  clearing  of  Hemp  and  Flax 
from  the  large  broken  Stalks  or 
*  Shoves,  by  the  help  of  the  said 
Swingle  Foot,  which  it  is  hung 
upon,  which  said  Stalks  being  first 
broken,  bruised,  and  cut  into 
shivers  by  a  Brake. 
S.  3,  such  erected  in  Fesse  O.  born 
by  Flaxlowe. 

S.  3,  such  in  Pale  A.,  born  by 
Stringier." 

(A  drawing  is  given  by  Holme, 
No.  4,  on  the  plate  opposite  p. 
285.) 

"  Swincfowing  is  the  beating  off  the 
bruised  inward  stalk  of  the  Hemp 


or  Flax,  from  the  outward  pill, 
which  as  (sic)  the  Hemp  or  Flax, 
p.  106,  col.  2. 

Spinning  is  to  twist  the  Flax  hairs 
into  Yarn  or  Thrid.  Reeling  is  to 
wind  the  Yarn  of  the  Wheel  Spool 
on  a  Reel,"  p.  107,  Col.  2. 

Take,  161,  deliver. 

The,  187,  thrive. 

Tolle,  62,  entice  (H.  H.  Gibbs). 

Tre,  105,  wood,  timber. 

Trewloves,  669,  either  figures  like 
true-lovers'  knots,  or  the  imitations 
of  the  herb  or  flower  Truelove, 
which  is  given  by  Coles  as  Herb 
Paris  (a  quatrefoil  whose  leaves 
bear  a  sort  of  likeness  to  a  true- 
lovers'  knot),  and  in  Halliweli  as 
one-berry  ;  but  I  cannot  find  that 
Edward  IV.  had  any  such  plants 
on  his  arms  or  badge.  Knots  were 
often  worn  as  badges,  see  Ed- 
monston's  Heraldry,  Appendix, 
Knots.  On  the  other  hand,  Wille- 
ment  (Regal  Heraldry)  notices  that 
the  angels  attending  Richard  II. 
in  the  picture  at  Wilton,  had 
collars  worked  with  white  roses 
and  broom-buds  ;  and  trueloves,  if 
a  plant  be  meant  by  it,  may  have 
been  Edward's  substitute  for  the 
broom  (planta  genista}.  The 
Trewloves  bear,  one,  Ar.  on  a  chev. 
sa.,  three  cinquefoils,  or ;  the  other, 
Ar.  on  a  chev.  sa.,  a  quatrefoil  of 
the  field. 

Vade,1 125,  419,fade;  Du.  vadden 
(Hexham). 

Wone,  275,  store,  quantity. 
Wonne,  90,  628,  dwelling. 
Woode,  153,  wild,  mad. 
Yheue,  491,  give. 

Yougeth,  20,  youth,  bachelor's 
freedom. 


1  The  use  of  the  flat  #ade  (1.  419,  p.  12)  within  2  lines  of  the  sharp  /ade 
(1.  417),  corresponds  with  the  flat  'stowrfe,'  1.  400,  p.  12,  riming  with  'owte,' 
1.  401,  baddc  with  hatte,  1.  265-6.  Cost,  brcst,  1.  142-3,  are  careless  rimes  too. 
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WOMEN, 

[Lambeth  MS.  306,  leaf  135.] 


Women),  womei]),  loue  of  women), 
make  bare  purs  -with  some  men), 
Some  be  nyse  as  a  nonne  hene,1 
4.-         3it  al  thei  be  nat  soo. 
some  be  lewde, 
some  all  be  schrewde  ; 
Go  schrewes  wher  thei  goo. 

8  SunJ  be  nyse,  and  some  be  fonde, 
And  some  be  tame,  y  vndirstonde, 
And  some  cane  take  brede  of  a  manes  hande,2 

Yit  all  thei  be  nat  soo. 
12  [Some  be  lewde,  &c.] 

Some  cane  part  with-outen  hire,  [leaf  135,  back] 

And  some  make  bate  in  eueri  chire, 
And  some  cheke  mate  with  oure  Sire, 
16         Yit  all  they  be  nat  so. 
Some  be  lewde, 
and  sume  be  schreuede, 
go  wher  they  goo. 

1  The  Rev.  J.  E.  Lumby  first  told  me  of  the  proverb  '  As  white  as  a  nun's 
hen,'  the  nuns  being  famous,  no  doubt,  for  delicate  poultry.     John  Heywood 
has  in  his  Proverbes,  1562  (first  printed,  1546),  p.  43  of  the  Spencer  Society's 
reprint,  1867,        ghe  tooke  thenterteinment  of  the  yong  men 

All  in  daliaunce,  as  nice  as  a  Nun's  hen. 

The  proverb  is  quoted  by  Wilson  in  his  Arte  of  Rhetorique,  1553  (Hazlitt's 
Proverbs,  p.  69). 

2  For  honde. 


24  WOMEN. 

20     Som  be  browne,  and  some  be  whit, 
And  some  be  tender  as  a  ttripe, 
And  some  of  theym  be  chiry  ripe, 

Yit  all  thei  be  not  soo. 
24  Sume  be  lewde, 

and  some  be  schrewede, 
go  wher  they  goo. 

Some  of  them'  be  treue  of  love 
28     Beneth  f  e  gerdeH,  but  nat  above, 
And  in  a  hode  aboue  cane  chove, 
Yit  all  thei  do  nat  soo. 

Some  be  lewde, 

32  and  some  be  schreude, 

go  where  they  goo. 

Some  cane  whister,  &  some  cane  crie, 
Some  cane  flater,  and  some  can  lye, 
36     And  some  cane  sette  J>e  moke  awrie, 
Yit  all  thei  do  nat  soo. 
Sume  be  lewde, 
and  sume  be  schreuede, 
40         go  where  thei  goo. 

He  that  made  this  songe  full  good, 
Came  of  J?e  north"  and  of  J>e  sothern)  blode, 
And  some-what  kyne  to  Robyn)  Hode, 
44         Yit  all  we  be  nat  soo. 
Some  be  lewde, 
and  some  be  schrewede, 
go  where  they  goo. 

48     Some  be  lewde,  some  be  [s]chrwde, 
Go  where  they  goo. 

Explicit. 

P.S. —  This  Poem  was  printed  by  Mr  Halliwell  in  Reliquice  Antiqua,  vol.  i., 
p.  248,  and  reprinted  by  Mr  Thomas  Wright,  at  p.  103  of  his  edition  of  Songs 
and  Carols  for  the  Percy  Society,  1847.  As,  besides  minor  differences,  the 
reprint  has  manne,  and  the  original  nanne,  for  what  I  read  as  nonne,  1.  3, 
while  both  have  tvithomte  for  with  oure,  1. 15,  and  accripe  for  a  ttripe,  1.  21 
(see  Halliwell's  Dictionary,  "  accripe,  a  herb  ? "),  I  have  not  cancelled  this 
impression.  The  other  version  of  the  song,  from  Mr  Wright's  MS.  in  his  text, 
pp.  89 — 91,  differs  a  good  deal  from  that  given  above. 


JOHN    GUILDS    AND   SON,    PRINTERS. 
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ADDITIONAL  ANALOGUES 

OF 

"THE  WRIGHT'S  CHASTE  WIFE." 

BY  W,  A.  CLOUSTON. 

THE  numerous  versions  of  this  old  and  wide-spread  story  should 
be  divided  into  two  groups :  I.  Those  in  which  there  is  a  test  of 
chastity,  and  the  lovers  are  entrapped;  II.  Those  in  which  there 
is  no  such  test,  but  the  suitors  are  (a)  entrapped,  or  (&)  engaged  to 
perform  unpleasant  or  dangerous  tasks. 

I.  It  is  probable  that  some  oral  version  of  The  Wright's  Chaste 
Wife  suggested  to  Massinger  the  plot  of  his  comedy  of  The  Picture 
(printed  in  1630) :  Mathias,  a  Bohemian  knight,  about  to  go  to  the 
wars,  expresses  to  his  confidant  Baptista,  a  great  scholar,  his  fears 
lest  his  wife  Sophia,  on  whom  he  doated  fondly,  should  prove 
unfaithful  during  his  absence.  Baptista  gives  him  a  picture  of  his 
wife,  saying : 

"  Carry  it  still  about  you,  and  as  oft 
As  you  desire  to  know  how  she's  affected, 
With  curious  eyes  peruse  it.     While  it  keeps 
The  figure  it  has  now  entire  and  perfect 
She  is  not  only  innocent  in  fact 
But  unattempted  ;  but  if  once  it  vary 
From  the  true  form,  and  what's  now  white  and  red 
Incline  to  yellow,  rest  most  confident 
She's  with  all  violence  courted,  but  unconquered  ; 
But  if  it  turn  all  black,  'tis  an  assurance 
The  fort  by  composition  or  surprise 
Is  forced,  or  with  her  free  consent  surrendered." 

On  the  return  of  Mathias  from  the  wars,  he  is  loaded  with  rich  gifts 
by  Honoria,  the  wife  of  his  master  Ferdinand,  king  of  Hungary ;  and 
when  he  expresses  his  desire  to  return  to  his  fair  and  virtuous  wife, 
Honoria  asks  him  if  his  wife  is  as  fair  as  she,  upon  which  he  shows 
her  the  picture.  The  queen  resolves  to  win  his  love — merely  to 
gratify  her  own  vanity — and  persuades  him  to  remain  a  month  at 
court.  She  then  despatches  two  libertine  courtiers  to  attempt  the 
virtue  of  Mathias'  wife.  They  tell  her  Mathias  is  given  to  the 


2G 

society  of  strumpets — moreover,  not  young,  but  old  and  ugly  ones ; 
so  poor  Sophia  begins  to  waver.  Meanwhile  the  queen  makes 
advances  to  Mathias,  which  at  first  he  rejects;  but  afterwards,  seeing 
a  change  in  his  wife's  picture,  he  consents,  when  the  queen  says  she 
will  think  over  it  and  let  him  know  her  decision.  Sophia,  at  first 
disposed  to  entertain  her  suitors'  proposals,  on  reflection  determines 
to  punish  their  wickedness ;  and,  pretending  to  listen  favourably  to 
one  of  them,  she  causes  him  to  be  stripped  to  his  shirt  and  locked  in 
a  room,  where  he  is  compelled  to  spin  flax  (like  the  suitors  in  our 
story),  or  go  without  food.  The  other  fares  no  better,  and  the  play 
concludes  with  the  exposure  of  the  libertines  to  the  king  and  queen, 
their  attendants,  and  the  lady's  husband. 

The  69th  chapter  of  the  continental  Gesta  Romanorum  (translated 
by  Swan)  is  to  the  following  effect : 1  A  carpenter  receives  from  his 
mother-in-law  a  shirt,  having  the  wonderful  quality  of  remaining 
unsoiled  so  long  as  he  and  his  wife  were  faithful  to  each  other.  The 
emperor,  who  had  employed  him  in  the  erection  of  a  palace,  is 
astonished  to  observe  his  shirt  always  spotless,  and  asks  him  the 
cause  of  it;  to  which  he  replies,  that  it  is  a  proof  of  his  wife's 
unsullied  virtue.  A  soldier,  having  overheard  this,  sets  off  to  attempt 
the  wife's  chastity,  but  she  contrives  to  lock  him  in  a  room,  where 
she  keeps  him  on  bread  and  water.  Two  other  soldiers  successively 
visit  her  on  the  same  errand,  and  share  their  comrade's  fate.  When 
the  carpenter  has  finished  his  job,  he  returns  home  and  shows  the 
unsullied  shirt  to  his  wife,  who  in  her  turn  exhibits  to  him  the  three 
soldiers,  whom  he  sets  free  on  their  promising  to  reform  their  ways. 

The  general  resemblance  of  our  story  to  this  Gesta  version  does 
not,  I  think,  render  it  therefore  certain,  or  even  probable,  that  the 
latter  is  the  source  whence  it  was  derived ;  since  a  test  similar  to 
that  of  the  Garland  (for  which  a  shirt  is  substituted  in  the  Gesta) 
occurs  both  in  the  Indian  original  and  in  an  intermediate  Persian 
form,  which  is  of  Indian  extraction. 

In  the  celebrated  Persian  story-book,  Nakhshabi's  Tuti  Ndma 
(Tales  of  a  Parrot),  written  about  A.D.  1306,  the  wife  of  a  soldier,  on 
his  leaving  home  to  enter  the  service  of  a  nobleman,  gives  him  a 
nosegay  which,  she  tells  him,  would  remain  in  full  bloom  while  she 
was  faithful  to  him.  After  some  time,  the  nobleman  inquired  of  the 
soldier  how  he  managed  to  procure  a  fresh  nosegay  every  day  in  mid 
winter,  and  was  informed  that  its  perennial  bloom  betokened  his 

1  Here  given  somewhat  more  fully  than  in  the  additional  postscript  to  the 
Preface  to  the  second  edition  of  The  Wright's  Chaste  Wife,  1869. 
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wife's  chastity.  The  nobleman  sends  one  of  his  cooks  to  try  to  form 
an  intimacy  with  the  soldier's  wife,  but  she  craftily  entraps  him.  A 
second  cook  is  despatched  to  learn  the  fate  of  the  first,  and  meets 
with  a  similar  reception.  At  last  the  nobleman  himself  sets  off 
with  his  attendants — among  whom  was  the  soldier — to  visit  the 
chaste  wife.  He  is  received  by  her  with  great  courtesy,  and  his  two 
cooks,  dressed  as  female  slaves,  are  made  by  the  wife  to  wait  upon 
him  at  supper.  The  happy  soldier  then  returns  his  wife  the  nosegay, 
fresh  and  blooming  as  ever. 

The  oldest  form  of  the  story  yet  known  is  found  in  the  great 
Sanskrit  collection  entitled  Kathd  Sarit  Sdgara1  (Book  II.,  ch.  13) : 
A  merchant  named  Guhasena  is  compelled  to  leave  his  wife,  Deva 
smita,  for  a  season,  on  important  business  matters.  The  separation 
is  very  painful  to  both,  and  the  pain  is  aggravated  by  fears  on  the 
wife's  part  of  her  husband's  inconstancy.  To  make  assurance  doubly 
sure,  Siva  was  pleased  to  appear  to  them  in  a  dream,  and  giving  them 
two  red  lotuses,  the  god  said  to  them :  "  Take  each  of.  you  one  of 
these  lotuses  in  your  hand ;  and  if  either  of  you  shall  be  unfaithful 
during  your  separation,  the  lotus  in  the  hand  of  the  other  shall  fade, 
but  not  otherwise."  The  husband  set  out  on  his  journey,  and 
arriving  in  the  country  of  Kataha  he  began  to  buy  and  sell  jewels 
there.  Four  young  merchants,  learning  the  purport  of  his  lotus  and 
the  virtue  of  his  wife,  set  off  to  put  it  to  the  proof.  On  reaching  the 
city  where  the  chaste  Devasmita  resided,  they  bribe  a  female  ascetic 
to  corrupt  the  lady,  so  she  goes  to  her  house,  and  adopting  the  device 
of  the  little  she-dog — see  ch.  xxviii.  of  Swan's  Gcsta  Romanorum? — 
which  she  pretends  is  her  own  co-wife  in  a  former  birth,  re-born  in 
that  degraded  form,  because  she  had  been  over-chaste,  and  warns 
Devasmita  that  such  should  also  be  her  fate  if  she  did  not  "  enjoy 
herself  "  during  her  husband's  absence.  The  wise  Devasmita  said  to 
herself  :  "  This  is  a  novel  conception  of  duty ;  no  doubt  this  woman 
has  laid  a  treacherous  snare  for  me,"  and  so  she  said  to  the  ascetic : 
"  Eeverend  lady,  for  this  long  time  I  have  been  ignorant  of  this  duty, 
so  procure  me  an  interview  with  some  agreeable  man."  Then  the 

1  'Ocean  of  the  Streams  of  Story,'  written  in  Sanskrit  verse,  by  Somadeva, 
towards  the  end  of  the  llth  century,  after  a  similar  work,  the  Vriliat  Ka'hd, 

*riT»ao-f-       d-f-,mv*T     *     1-v-r-r     /^i-i-^«yTU^T«          /?4-"U J -.  C      1      *  „!_      _.  1 1_   "J_l 


__  . tales,  has  lately 

been  published,  in  two  vols.,  large  8vo,  at  Calcutta. 

2  Taken  into  the  Gcsta,  probably  from  the  Disciplina  Clericalis  of  P.  Alfonsus. 
The  incident  is  also  the  subject  of  a  fabliau,  and  occurs  in  all  the  Eastern 
versions  of  the  Book  of  Sindibdd. 
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ascetic  said :  "  There  are  residing  here  some  young  merchants,  who 
have  come  from  a  distant  country,  so  I  will  bring  them  to  you."  The 
crafty  old  hag  returns  home  delighted  with  the  success  of  her 
stratagem.  In  the  meantime  Devasmita  resolves  to  punish  the  four 
young  merchants.  So  calling  her  maids,  she  instructs  them  to 
prepare  some  wine  mixed  with  datura  (a  stupefying  drug),  and  to 
have  a  dog's  foot  of  iron  made  as  soon  as  possible.  Then  she  causes 
one  of  her  maids  to  dress  herself  to  resemble  her  mistress.  The 
ascetic  introduces  one  of  the  young  libertines  into  the  lady's  house  in 
the  evening,  and  then  returns  home.  The  maid,  disguised  as  her 
mistress,  receives  the  young  merchant  with  great  courtesy,  and, 
having  persuaded  him  to  drink  freely  of  the  drugged  wine  till  he 
became  senseless,  the  other  women  strip  off  his  clothes,  and,  after 
branding  him  on  the  forehead  with  the  dog's  foot,  during  the  night 
push  him  into  a  filthy  ditch.  On  recovering  consciousness  he  returns 
to  his  companions,  and  tells  them,  in  order  that  they  should  share 
his  fate,  that  he  had  been  robbed  on  his  way  home.  The  three  other 
merchants  in  turn  visit  the  house  of  Devasmita,  and  receive  the  same 
treatment.  Soon  afterwards  the  pretended  devotee,  ignorant  of  the 
result  of  her  device,  visits  the  lady,  is  drugged,  her  ears  and  nose  are 
cut  off,  and  she  is  flung  into  a  foul  pond.  In  the  sequel,  Devasmita, 
disguised  in  man's  apparel,  proceeds  to  the  country  of  the  young 
libertines,  where  her  husband  had  been  residing  for  some  time,  and, 
going  before  the  king,  petitions  him  to  assemble  all  his  subjects, 
alleging  that  there  are  among  the  citizens  four  of  her  slaves  who  had 
run  away.  Then  she  seizes  upon  the  four  young  merchants,  and 
claims  them  as  her  slaves.  The  other  merchants  indignantly  cried 
out  that  these  were  reputable  men,  and  she  answered  that  if  their 
foreheads  were  examined  they  would  be  found  marked  with  a  dog's 
foot.  On  seeing  the  four  young  men  thus  branded,  the  king  was 
astonished,  and  Devasmita  thereupon  related  the  whole  story,  and  all 
the  people  burst  out  laughing,  and  the  king  said  to  the  lady  :  "  They 
are  your  slaves  by  the  best  of  titles."  The  other  merchants  paid  a 
large  sum  of  money  to  the  chaste  wife  to  redeem  them  from  slavery, 
and  a  fine  to  the  king's  treasury.  And  Devasmita  received  the 
money,  and  recovered  her  husband;  was  honoured  by  all  men, 
returned  to  her  own  city,  and  was  never  afterwards  separated  from 
her  beloved. 

Tests  of  chastity  such  as  those  in  the  above  stories  are  very 
common  in  our  old  European  romances.  In  Amadis  de  Gaul  it  is  a 
garland ;  in  Perce  Forest  it  is  a  rose,  which,  borne  by  a  wife  or  a 
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maiden  of  immaculate  virtue,  retains  its  bloom,  but  withers  if  the 
wearer  is  unchaste.  In  Tristram,  Perceval,  La  Morte  d1  Arthur,  and 
Ariosto,  the  test  is  a  cup,  the  wine  in  which  is  spilled  by  the 
unfaithful  lover  or  wife  who  attempts  to  drink  from  it.  In  one  of 
the  fabliaux  of  the  northern  minstrels  of  France  the  test  is  a 
mantle,  'Le  Manteau  mal  taille':  an  English  rendering  of  this, 
entitled  'The  Boy  and  the  Mantle,'  is  found  in  Percy's  Religucs. 
And  in  Spenser  we  have  the  girdle  of  Florimel. 

II.  To  the  first  subdivision  (a)  of  the  second  group  of  variants, 
in  which  there  is  no  test  of  chastity,  but  the  suitors  are  entrapped, 
belongs  the  fabliau  in  Barbazan,  torn,  iii.,  of  '  Constant  du  Hamel, 
ou  la  Dame  qui  atrappa  un  Pretre,  un  Prevost,  et  un  Forestier,'  an 
abstract  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  original  notes  to  our  story ; 
also  the  old  ballad  of  The  Friar  well-fitted,  of  which  some  account 
is  furnished  by  Dr  Furnivall  in  an  additional  Postscript  to  his 
Preface  (Second  Edition,  1869).1 

In  an  imperfect  MS.  text  of  the  Book  of  the  Thousand  and  One, 
Nights,  brought  from  Constantinople  by  Wortley  Montagu,  and  now  in 
the  Bodleian  Library,  Oxford,  there  are  two  versions  :  Nights  726- 
728,  '  The  Lady  of  Cairo  and  her  Three  Gallants/  and  Nights  738- 
743, '  The  Virtuous  Woman  of  Cairo  and  her  Four  Suitors.'  Dr  Jona 
than  Scott  has  given  a  translation  of  the  second  of  these  in  the  sixth 
volume  of  his  edition  of  the  Arabian  Nights:  The  lady  is  solicited 
by  the  judge,  the  collector- general  of  port-duties,  the  chief  of  the 
butchers,  and  a  rich  merchant.  She  makes  an  assignation  with  each 

1  For  members  of  the  E.  E.  T.  S.  who  possess  only  the  1865  edition,  it  may 
be  as  well  to  reproduce  Dr  Furnivall's  note  here  : 

"With  The  Wright's  Chaste  Wife  may  also  be  compared  the  ballad  of 
'  The  Fryer  well-fitted  ;  or 

A  Pretty  jest  that  once  befel, 
How  a  maid  put  a  Fryer  to  cool  in  the  well,' 

printed  'in  the  Bagford  Collection  ;  in  the  Roxburghe  (ii,  172)  ;  the  Pepys 
(iii.  145) ;  the  Douce  (p.  85)  ;  and  in  Wit  and  Mirth,  an  Antidote  to  Melancholy, 
8vo,  1682,  also,  in  an  altered  form,  in  Pills  to  Purge  Melancholy,  1707,  i.  340, 
or  1719,  iii.  325  ' ;  and  the  tune  of  which,  with  an  abstract  of  the  story,  is  given 
in  Chappell's  Popular  Music,  i.  273-5.  The  Friar  makes  love  to  the  maid  ;  she 
refuses  him  for  fear  of  hell-fire. 

Tush,  quoth  the  Friar,  thou  needest  not  doubt ; 
If  thou  wert  in  Hell,  I  could  sing  thee  out. 

So  she  consents  if  he'll  bring  her  an  angel  of  money.  He  goes  home  to  fetch  it, 
and  she  covers  the  well  with  a  cloth.  When  he  comes  back  and  has  given  her 
the  money,  she  pretends  that  her  father  is  coming,  tells  the  Friar  to  run  behind 
the  cloth,  and  down  he  flops  into  the  well.  She  won't  help  him  at  first,  because 
if  he  could  sing  her  out  of  hell,  he  could  clearly  sing  himself  out  of  the  well : 
but  at  last  she  does  help  him  out,  keeps  his  money  because  he's  dirtied  the  water, 
and  sends  him  home  dripping  along  the  street  like  a  new- washed  sheep." 
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at  her  own  house — of  course  at  different  hours — and  acquaints  her 
husband  of  her  plan  to  punish  them,  and  at  the  same  time  reap  some 
profit.  The  judge  comes  first,  and  presents  her  with  a  rosary  of 
pearls.  She  makes  him,  undress,  and  put  on  a  robe  of  yellow  muslin, 
and  a  parti-coloured  cap — her  husband  all  the  time  looking  at  him 
through  an  opening  in  the  door  of  a  closet.  Presently  a  loud  knock 
is  heard  at  the  street-door,  and  on  the  pretence  that  it  is  her  husband, 
the  judge  is  pushed  into  an  adjoining  room.  The  three  other  suitors, 
as  they  successively  arrive,  bring  each  a  valuable  present,  and  are 
treated  in  like  manner.  The  husband  now  enters,  and  the  lady  tells 
him — to  the  consternation,  doubtless,  of  the  imprisoned  suitors — that 
in  returning  from  the  bazaar  she  had  met  four  antic  fellows,  whom 
she  had  a  great  mind  to  bring  home  with  her  for  his  amusement. 
He  affects  to  be  vexed  that  she  had  not  done  -so,  since  he  must  go 
from  home  to-morrow.  The  lady  then  says  they  are,  after  all,  in  the 
next  room,  upon  which  the  husband  insists  on  their  being  brought 
before  him,  one  after  another.  So  the  judge  is  dragged  forth  in  his 
absurd  attire,  and  compelled  to  caper  like  a  buffoon,  after  which  he 
is  made  to  tell  a  story,  and  is  then  dismissed.  The  others,  having  in 
turn  gone  through  a  similar  performance,  are  also  sent  packing. 

There  is  another  Arabian  version  in  the  famous  romance  of  the 
Seven  Vazirs,  which  now  forms  part  of  the  Thousand  and  One  Nights. 
The  wife  of  a  merchant,  during  one  of  his  journeys  of  business,  had 
a  young  man  as  a  substitute,  who  happened  one  day  to  be  engaged 
in  a  street  brawl,  and  was  apprehended  by  the  police.  She  dressed 
herself  in  her  richest  apparel,  and  repaired  to  the  wall,  or  chief  of 
the  police,  and  begged  him  to  release  her  '  brother/  who  was  her 
only  protector,  and  against  whom  hired  witnesses  had  sworn  falsely. 
The  wall,  seeing  her  great  beauty,  consents,  on  condition  that  she 
should  receive  him  at  her  house.  She  appoints  a  certain  evening, 
and  the  wall,  enraptured,  gives  her  twenty  dinars  (about  ten  pounds 
of  our  money),  saying,  " Expend  this  at  the  bath;"  and  so  she  left 
the  wall  with  his  heart  busy  thinking  of  all  her  charms.  In  like 
manner — to  be  brief — the  lady  arranges  with  the  kazi,  or  judge,  the 
vazir,  or  minister  of  state,  and  the  hajib,  or  city  governor,  that  they 
should  come  to  her  the  same  evening,  appointing,  of  course,  a  differ 
ent  hour  for  each.  She  then  goes  to  a  joiner,  and  desires  him  to 
make  her  a  large  cabinet  with  four  compartments.  The  poor  crafts 
man,  also  smitten  with  her  beauty,  asks,  as  his  only  reward,  that  he 
should  be  permitted  to  spend  an  evening  with  her.  "In  that  case," 
says  she,  "  you  must  make  a  fifth  compartment,"  and  appointed  an 
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hour  for  him  to  visit  her,  the  same  evening  she  had  fixed  for  the  four 
city  officials.  When  the  wall  arrived,  she  feasted  him  abundantly, 
then  taking  off  his  robes,  dressed  him  in  gay-coloured  clothes,  and 
plied  him  with  wine  till  he  was  intoxicated  j  and  when  he  had  written 
an  order  to  the  jailor  to  release  the  young  man,  lo  !  there  was  a  loud 
knocking  at  the  gate.  "  Who  is  coming  1 "  asks  the  wall,  in  alarm. 
"  It  is  my  husband,"  replies  the  lady;  "get  into  this  cabinet,  and  I 
will  return  presently  and  let  you  out."  Thus,  as  they  came,  the 
crafty  lady  entraps  the  four  dignitaries  and  the  poor  joiner.  Having 
sent  a  servant  to  the  prison  with  the  waifs  order,  her  lover  soon 
arrived,  and  they  both  set  off  for  another  city,  with  all  the  valuables 
they  could  carry.  In  the  morning  the  landlord  of  the  house,  finding 
the  gate  open,  entered,  and  hearing  voices  from  the  cabinet  was 
alarmed,  and  summoned  the  neighbours.  The  cabinet  was  carried 
to  the  palace  of  the  sultan,  who  sent  for  carpenters  and  smiths,  and 
caused  it  to  be  broken  open,  when  lo !  he  discovered  the  wall,  the 
kazi,  the  vazir,  the  hajib,  and  the  poor  joiner  in  their  fantastic 
dresses.  And  the  sultan  laughed  till  he  almost  fainted,  and  com 
manded  the  story  to  be  written  from  first  to  last.  Search  Avas  made 
for  the  lady  and  her  lover,  but  they  were  never  discovered.1 

In  the  Persian  romance  entitled  Balidr-i  Danish ,  or  '  Spring  of 
Knowledge/  by  Inayatu-'llah  of  Delhi,  a  lady  named  Gohera,  whose 
husband  was  in  the  hands  of  the  police,  makes  assignations  with  the 
kotwal  (chief  of  police)  and  the  kazi,  one  of  whom  is  entrapped  in  a 
great  jar,  the  other  in  a  chest ;  and  next  morning  she  causes  porters 
to  carry  them  before  the  sultan,  who  orders  them  to  be  punished,  and 
her  husband  to  be  set  at  liberty.  And  in  the  Persian  tales  of  the 
'  Thousand  and  One  Days '  (Hazdr-yek  Ruz),  by  Mukhlis,  of  Ispahan 
(Day  146  ft".),  Ariiya,  the  virtuous  wife  of  a  merchant,  entraps,  with 
her  husband's  sanction,  a  judge,  a  doctor,  and  the  city  governor. 

The  story  is  known,  in  various  forms,  throughout  India,  where, 
indeed,  it  had  its  origin.  In  the  Indian  Antiquary,  1873,  there  is  a 
translation  by  G.  H.  Damant,  of  a  folk-tale  of  Dinajpur,  entitled 
'  The  Touchstone,'  in  the  concluding  portion  of  which  a  young 
woman  consents  to  receive  at  her  house  the  kotwal  at  the  first  watch 
of  the  night ;  the  king's  counsellor  at  the  second  watch ;  the  king's 
minister  at  the  third  watch  ;  and  the  king  himself  at  the  fourth  watch. 
She  smears  the  kotwal  with  molasses,  pours  water  on  him,  covers  his 
whole  body  with  cotton  wool,  and  then  secures  him  near  the  window. 

1  In  the  Bodleian  MS.  of  The  Nights  referred  to  above,  this  story  is  told 
separately  from  the  Seven  Vazirs. — Nights,  726—728. 
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The  counsellor  is  hidden  under  a  mat ;  the  minister  behind  a  bamboo- 
screen ;  and  when  the  king  conies,  last  of  all,  and  sees  the  frightful 
figure  of  the  kotwal  in  the  window,  he  asks  what  it  is,  and  she 
replies  that  it  is  a  rakshasa  (a  species  of  demon),  upon  which  the 
king,  minister,  and  counsellor  lice  from  the  house  in  dread  of  the 
monster.  The  kotwal  is  then  released,  and  makes  the  best  of  his 
way  home  in  his  hideous  condition. 

In  Miss  Stokes'  charming  Indian  Fairy  Tales  (No.  28),  a  mer 
chant's  clever  wife,  daring  his  absence,  takes  four  hanks  of  thread  to 
.the  bazaar  to  sell,  and  is  accosted  in  turn  by  the  kotwal,  the  vazir,  the 
kazi,  and  the  king,  to  each  of  whom  she  grants  an  interview  at  her 
house,  at  different  hours,  and  contrives  to  entrap  them  into  chests. 
In  the  morning  she  hires  four  stout  coolies,  who  take  the  chests  on 
their  backs,  and  proceeding  to  the  houses  of  her  suitors,  disposes  of 
them  to  their  sons  for  various  sums  of  money,  telling  each  that  the 
chest  contained  something  he  would  value  far  beyond  the  sum  she 
asked.  A  very  similar  Bengali  version,  '  Adi's  Wife,'  is  given  by 
Damant  in  the  Indian  Antiquary"  vol.  ix.  p.  2.  And  there  is  a 
curious  variant  in  Narrain  Sawmy's  Select  Tamil  Tales,  Madras, 
1839,  in  which  Ramakistnan  (an  Indian  Scogin  or  Tyl  Eulenspiegel) 
entraps  the  raja  and  his  domestic  chaplain,  whom  he  induces  to  dis 
guise  themselves  as  women,  on  the  pretext  that  he  would  introduce 
them  to  the  beautiful  wife  of  a  man  who  had  lately  come  to-  lodge  at 
his  house.  The  jester  having  locked  them,  one  after  the  other,  in 
the  same  room,  when  they  recognize  each  other  they  are  much  ashamed, 
and  softly  request  to  be  let  out,  but  this  Ramakistnan  does  only  after 
they  have  solemnly  promised  to  forgive  him  a  hundred  offences  every 
day. 

We  now  come  to  a  second  Sanskrit  form  of  the  story  in  the 
Kathd  Sarit  Sdgara  (Book  I.  ch.  4),  from  which  the  foregoing  Indian, 
Persian,  and  Arabian  versions  have  evidently  been  adapted  or  imitated. 
The  storyteller,  Yararuchi,  relates  that  before  proceeding  to  Himalaya 
to  propitiate  Siva  with  austerities,  he  deposited  in  the  hand  of  the 
merchant  Hiranyadatta  all  his  wealth  for  the  maintenance  of  his 
family  during  his  absence,  at  the  same  time  informing  his  wife 
Upakosa  of  it,  and  he  thus  proceeds : 

"  Upakosa,  on  her  part  anxious  for  my  success,  remained  in  her 
own  house,  bathing  every  day  in  the  Ganges,  strictly  observing  her 
vow.  One  day,  when  spring  had  come,  she  being  still  beautiful, 
though  thin  and  slightly  pale,  and  charming  to  the  eyes  of  men,  like 
the  streak  of  the  new  moon,  was  seen  by  the  king's  domestic  chaplain 
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while  going  to  bathe  in  the  Ganges,  and  also  by  the  head  magistrate, 
and  by  the  prince's  minister  ;  and  immediately  they  all  became  a 
target  for  the  arrows  of  love.  It  happened,  too,  somehow  or  other, 
that  she  took  a  long  time  bathing  that  day,  and  as  she  was  returning 
in  the  evening,  the  prince's  minister  laid  violent  hands  on  her  \  but 
she  with  great  presence  of  mind  said  to  him  :  *  Dear  sir,  I  desire  this 
as  much  as  you,  but  I  am  of  respectable  family,  and  my  husband  is 
away  from  home.  How  can  I  act  thus  ?  Some  one  might  perhaps 
see  us,  and  then  misfortune  would  befall  you  as  well  as  me.  There 
fore  you  must  come  without  fail  to  my  house  in  the  first  watch  of 
the  night  of  the  spring-festival,  when  the  citizens  are  all  excited  [and 
will  not  observe  you].'  When  she  had  said  this,  and  pledged  herself, 
he  let  her  go ;  but  as  chance  would  have  it,  she  had  not  gone  many 
steps  further  before  she  was  stopped  by  the  king's  domestic  chaplain. 
She  made  a  similar  assignation  with  him  also,  for  the  second  watch 
of  the  same  night ;  and  so  he  too  was,  though  with  difficulty,  induced 
to  let  her  go.  But  after  she  had  gone  a  little"  further,  up  comes  a 
third  person,  the  head  magistrate,  and  detains  the  trembling  lady. 
Then  she  made  a  similar  assignation  with  him  also,  for  the  third 
watch  of  the  same  night ;  and  having  by  great  good  fortune  got  him 
to  release  her,  she  went  home  all  trembling.  Of  her  own  accord  she 
told  her  handmaids  the  arrangements  she  had  made,  reflecting,  *  Death 
is  better  for  a  woman  of  good  family,  when  her  husband  is  away,  than 
to  meet  the  eyes  of  people  who  lust  after  beauty.'  Full  of  these 
thoughts  and  regretting  me,  the  virtuous  lady  spent  that  night  in 
fasting,  lamenting  her  own  beauty. 

"  Early  the  next  morning  she  sent  a  maidservant  to  the  merchant 
Hiranyadatta  to  ask  for  some  money  in  order  that  she  might  honour 
the  Brahmans.  Then  that  merchant  also  came,  and  said  to  her  in 
private  :  '  Show  me  love,  and  then  I  will  give  you  what  your  husband 
deposited.'  When  she  heard  that,  she  reflected  that  she  had  no 
witness  to  prove  the  deposit  of  her  husband's  wealth,  and  perceived 
that  the  merchant  was  a  villain ;  and  so,  tortured  with  sorrow  and 
grief,  she  made  a  fourth  and  last  assignation  with  him  for  the  last 
watch  of  the  same  night ;  and  so  he  went  away.  In  the  meanwhile 
she  had  prepared  by  her  handmaids,  in  a  large  vat,  lamp-black  mixed 
with  oil  and  scented  with  musk  and  other  perfumes,  and  she  made 
ready  four  pieces  of  rag  anointed  with  it,  and  she  caused  to  be  made 
a  large  trunk  with  a  fastening  outside. 

"  So  on  that  day  of  the  spring-festival  the  prince's  minister  came 
in  the  first  watch  of  the  night  in  gorgeous  array.  When  he  had 
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entered  without  being  observed,  ITpakosa  said  to  him  :  '  I  will  not 
receive  you  until  you  have  bathed  ;  so  go  in  and  bathe.'  The  simple 
ton  agreed  to  that,  and  was  taken  by  the  handmaids  into  a  secret,  dark 
inner  apartment.  There  they  took  off  his  under-garments  and  his 
jewels,  and  gave  him  by  way  of  an  under-garment  a  single  piece  of 
rag,  and  they  smeared  the  rascal  from  head  to  foot  with  a  thick  coating 
of  that  lamp-black  and  oil,  pretending  it  was  an  unguent,  without  his 
detecting  it.  While  they  continued  rubbing  it  into  every  limb,  the 
second  watch  of  the  night  came,  and  the  chaplain  arrived ;  the  hand 
maids  thereupon  said  to  the  minister :  '  Here  is  the  king's  chaplain 
come,  a  great  friend  of  Vararuchi's,  so  creep  into  this  box ; '  and  they 
bundled  him  into  the  trunk,  just  as  he  was,  all  naked,  with  the  utmost 
precipitation ;  and  then  they  fastened  it  outside  with  a  bolt.  The 
priest  too  was  brought  inside  into  the  dark  room  on  the  pretence  of  a 
bath,  and  was  in  the  same  way  stripped  of  his  garments  and  orna 
ments,  and  made  a  fool  of  by  the  handmaids  by  being  rubbed  with 
lamp-black  and  oil,  with  nothing  but  the  piece  of  rag  on  him,  until 
in  the  third  watch  the  chief  magistrate  arrived.  The  handmaids 
immediately  terrified  the  priest  with  the  news  of  his  arrival,  and 
pushed  him  into  the  trunk  like  his  predecessor.  After  they  had 
bolted  him  in,  they  brought  in  the  magistrate  on  the  pretext  of  giving 
him  a  bath,  and  so  he,  like  his  fellows,  with  the  piece  of  rag  for  his 
only  garment,  was  bamboozled  by  being  continually  anointed  with 
lamp-black,  until  in  the  last  watch  of  the  night  the  merchant  arrived. 
The  handmaids  made  use  of  his  arrival  to  alarm  the  magistrate,  and 
bundled  him  also  into  the  trunk,  and  fastened  it  on  the  outside. 

"  So  those  three  being  shut  up  inside  the  box,  as  if  they  were 
bent  on  accustoming  themselves  to  live  in  the  hell  of  blind  darkness, 
did  not  dare  to  speak  on  account  of  fear,  though  they  touched  one 
another.  Then  Upakosa  brought  a  lamp  into  the  room,  and  making 
the  merchant  enter  it,  said  to  him  :  '  Give  me  that  money  which  my 
husband  deposited  with  you.'  When  he  heard  that,  the  rascal,  observ 
ing  that  the  room  was  empty,  said :  '  I  told  you  that  I  would  give 
you  the  money  your  husband  deposited  with  me.'  Upakosa,  calling 
the  attention  of  the  people  in  the  trunk,  said  :  '  Hear,  0  ye  gods, 
this  speech  of  Hiranyadatta.'  When  she  had  said  this,  she  blew 
out  the  light ;  and  the  merchant,  like  the  others,  on  the  pretext  of  a 
bath  was  anointed  by  the  handmaids  for  a  long  time  with  lamp-black. 
Then  they  told  him  to  go,  for  the  darkness  was  over,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  night  they  took  him  by  the  neck  and  pushed  him  out  of  the 
door  sorely  against  his  will.  Then  he  made  the  best  of  his  way  home, 
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with  only  the  piece  of  rag  to  cover  his  nakedness,  and  smeared  with 
the  black  dye,  with  the  dogs  biting  him  at  every  step,  thoroughly 
ashamed  of  himself,  and  at  last  reached  his  own  house ;  and  when  he 
got  there,  he  did  not  dare  to  look  his  slaves  in  the  face  while  they 
were  washing  off  that  black  dye.  The  path  of  vice  is  indeed  a 
painful  one. 

"  In  the  early  morning,  Upakosa,  accompanied  by  her  handmaids, 
went,  without  informing  her  parents,  to  the  palace  of  King  Nanda, 
and  there  herself  stated  to  the  king  that  the  merchant  Hiranyadatta 
was  endeavouring  to  deprive  her  of  money  deposited  with  him  by 
her  husband.  The  king,  in  order  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  im 
mediately  had  the  merchant  summoned,  who  said  :  '  I  have  nothing 
in  my  keeping  belonging  to  this  lady.'  Upakosa  then  said  :  '  I  have 
witnesses,  my  lord.  Before  he  went,  my  husband  put  the  household 
gods  into  a  box,  and  this  merchant  with  his  own  lips  admitted  the 
deposit  in  their  presence.  Let  the  box  be  brought  here,  and  ask  the 
gods  yourself.'  Having  heard  this,  the  king  in  astonishment  ordered 
the  box  to  be  brought.  Thereupon  in  a  moment  that  trunk  was 
carried  in  by  many  men.  Then  Upakosa  said  :  *  Relate  truly,  0  gods, 
what  that  merchant  said,  and  then  go  to  your  houses  :  if  you  do  not, 
I  will  burn  you,  or  open  the  box  in  court.'  Hearing  that,  the  men 
in  the  box,  beside  themselves  with  fear,  said  :  '  It  is  true,  the 
merchant  admitted  the  deposit  in  our  presence.'  Then  the  merchant, 
being  utterly  confounded,  confessed  all  his  guilt.  But  the  king, 
being  unable  to  restrain  his  curiosity,  after  asking  permission  of 
Upakosa,  opened  the  chest  there  in  court  by  breaking  the  fastening, 
and  those  three  men  were  dragged  out,  looking  like  three  lumps  of 
solid  darkness,  and  were  with  difficulty  recognised  by  the  king  and 
his  ministers.  The  whole  assembly  then  burst  out  laughing,  and  the 
king  in  his  curiosity  asked  Upakosa  what  was  the  meaning  of  this ; 
so  the  virtuous  lady  told  the  whole  story.  All  present  in  court 
expressed  their  approbation  of  Upakosa's  conduct,  observing :  '  The 
virtuous  behaviour  of  women  of  good  family,  who  are  protected  by 
their  own  excellent  disposition  only,1  is  incredible.'  Then  all  those 
coveters  of  their  neighbour's  wife  were  deprived  of  all  their  living 
and  banished  from  the  country.  Who  prospers  by  immorality] 
Upakosa  was  then  dismissed  by  the  king,  who  showed  his  great 
regard  for  her  by  a  present  of  much  wealth,  and  said  to  her  :  '  Hence 
forth  thou  art  my  sister  ; '  and  so  she  returned  home." 

1  Instead  of  being  confined  in  the  zenana,  or  harem.     Somadeva  wrote  before 
the  Muhammadan  conquest  of  India. 
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Such  is  the  fine  story  of  the  virtuous  Upalcosa,  according  to 
Professor  Tawney's  translation,  of  which  the  Arabian  version  in  the 
Seven  Vazirs  is  a  rather  clumsy  imitation.  But  before  attempting  a 
comparison  of  the  several  versions,  there  remain  to  be  adduced  those 
of  the  second  subdivision  (b)  of  the  group  in  which  there  is  no 
magical  test  of  chastity,  and  to  which  belongs  Lydgate's  metrical  tale 
of  The  Lady  Prioress  and  her  Three  Wooers,  an  abstract  of  which  is 
cited  by  Dr  Furnivall  in  the  original  notes  to  our  story. 

If  Lydgate  did  not  adapt  his  tale  from  Boccaccio  (Decameron, 
Day  IX.,  Nov.  1),  both  versions  must  have  been  derived  from  a 
common  source.  Boccaccio's  story  is  to  this  effect :  A  widow  lady  in 
Pistoia  had  two  lovers,  one  called  Einuccio,  the  other  Alexander,  of 
whom  neither  was  acceptable  to  her.  At  a  time  when  she  was 
harassed  by  their  importunities,  a  person  named  Scannadio,  of  repro 
bate  life  and  hideous  aspect,  died  and  was  buried.  His  death 
suggested  to  the  lady  a  mode  of  getting  rid  of  her  lovers,  by  asking 
them  to  perform  a  service  which  she  thought  herself  certain  they 
would  not  undertake.  She  acquainted  Alexander  that  the  body  of 
Scannadio,  for  a  purpose  she  would  afterwards  explain,  was  to  be 
brought  to  her  dwelling,  and  that,  as  she  felt  a  horror  at  receiving 
such  an  inmate,  she  offered  him  her  love  if  he  would  attire  himself 
in  the  dead  garments  of  Scannadio,  occupy  his  place  in  the  coffin, 
and  allow  himself  to  be  conveyed  to  her  house  in  his  stead.  To 
Einuccio  she  sent  to  request  that  he  would  bring  the  corpse  of 
Scannadio  at  midnight  to  her  habitation.  Both  lovers,  contrary  to 
her  expectation,  agree  to  fulfil  her  desires.  During  the  night  she 
watches  the  event,  and  soon  perceives  Einuccio  coining  along,  bearing 
Alexander,  who  was  equipped  in  the  shroud  of  Scannadio.  On  the 
approach  of  some  watchmen  with  a  light,  Einuccio  throws  down  his 
burden  and  runs  off,  while  Alexander  returns  home  in  the  dead  man's 
clothes.  Next  day  each  demands  the  love  of  his  mistress,  which  she 
refuses,  pretending  to  believe  that  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  fulfil 
her  commands  (Durilop).  Lydgate's  story  is  a  very  great  improve 
ment  on  this  of  the  illustrious  Florentine  :  the  Lady  Prioress  pretends 
the  "corpse"  had  been  arrested  for  debt;  and  the  adventures  of  her 
three  suitors  are  ingeniously  conceived,  and  told  with  much  humour. 

Under  the  title  of  '  The  Wicked  Lady  of  Antwerp  and  her 
Lovers,'  Thorpe,  in  his  Northern  Mythology,  gives  a  story  which  is 
cousin-germ  an  to  those  of  Boccaccio  and  Lydgate  :  A  rich  woman  in 
Antwerp  led  a  very  licentious  life,  and  had  four  lovers,  all  of  whom 
visited  her  in  the  evenings,  but  at  different  hours,  so  that  no  one 
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knew  anything  of  the  others.  The  Long  Wapper1  one  night  assumed 
the  form  of  this  lady.  At  ten  o'clock  came  the  first  lover,  and  Long 
"Wapper  said  to  him  :  "  "What  dost  thou  desire  ? " — "  I  desire  yon  for 
a  wife,"  said  the  spark. — "  Thou  shalt  have  me,"  replied  the  Wapper, 
"  if  thou  wilt  go  instantly  to  the  churchyard  of  our  Lady,  and  there 
sit  for  two  hours  on  the  transverse  of  the  great  cross." — "Good,"  said 
he,  "  that  shall  be  done,"  and  he  went  and  did  accordingly.  At  half- 
past  ten  came  the  second.  "What  dost  thou  want?"  asked  the 
Long  Wapper. — "  I  wish  to  marry  you,"  answered  the  suitor. — "Thou 
shalt  have  me,"  replied  the  Wapper,  "if  thou  wilt  go  previously  to 
the  churchyard  of  our  Lady,  there  take  a  coffin,  drag  it  to  the  foot  of 
the  great  cross,  and  lay  thyself  in  it  till  midnight." — "  Good,"  said 
the  lover,  "  that  shall  be  done  at  once,"  and  he  went  and  did  so. 
About  eleven  o'clock  came  the  third.  Him  the  Long  Wapper  com 
missioned  to  go  to  the  coffin  at  the  foot  of  the  cross  in  our  Lady's 
churchyard,  to  knock  thrice  on  the  lid,  and  to  wait  there  till  midnight. 
At  half- past  eleven  came  the  fourth,  and  Wapper  asked  him  what  his 
wishes  were.  "To  wed  you,"  answered  he. — "Thou  shalt  do  so," 
replied  Wapper,  "  if  thou  wilt  take  the  iron  chain  in  the  kitchen, 
and  dragging  it  after  thee,  run  three  times  round  the  cross  in  the 
churchyard  of  our  Lady." — "  Good,"  said  the  spark,  "  that  I  will  do." 
The  first  had  set  himself  on  the  cross,  but  had  fallen  dead  with 
fright  to  the  earth  on  seeing  the  second  place  the  coffin  at  his  feet. 
The  second  died  with  fright  when  the  third  struck  thrice  on  the 
coffin.  The  third  fell  down  dead  when  the  fourth  came  rattling  his 
chain,  and  the  fourth  knew  not  what  to  think  when  he  found  his 
three  rivals  lying  stiff  and  cold  around  the  cross.  With  all  speed  he 
ran  from  the  churchyard  to  the  lady  to  tell  her  what  had  happened. 
But  she,  of  course,  knew  nothing  of  the  matter ;  when,  however,  on 
the  following  day,  she  was  informed  of  the  miserable  death  of  her 
lovers,  she  put  an  end  to  her  own  life. 

We  have  here  a  very  curious  and  tragical  version  of  the  self-same 
story  which  the  Monk  of  Bury — or  whosoever  was  the  author — has 
told  so  amusingly  of  the  Lady  Prioress  and  her  Three  Wooers.  In 
the  Far  North,  where  our  story  is  also  current,  magical  arts  are 
employed  in  punishment  of  importunate  and  objectionable  suitors : 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  tale  of  '  The  Mastermaid '  (Dasent's 
Popular  Tales  from  the  Norse),  the  heroine  takes  shelter  in  the  hut 
of  a  crabbed  old  crone,  who  is  killed  by  an  accident,  and  the  maid 

1  A  Flemish  sprite,  whose  knavish  exploits  resemble  those  of  our  English 
Robin  Goodfellow. — Thorpe. 
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is  thus  left  alone.  A  constable,  passing  by,  and  seeing  a  beautiful 
girl  at  the  window,  falls  in  love  with  her,  and  having  brought  a 
bushel  of  money,  she  consents  to  marry  him ;  but  at  night,  just  when 
they  have  got  into  bed,  she  says  that  she  has  forgot  to  make  up  the 
fire;  this  the  doting  bridegroom  undertakes  to  do  himself,  but  no 
sooner  has  he  laid  hold  of  the  shovel,  than  she  cries  out :  il  May  you 
hold  the  shovel,  and  the  shovel  hold  you,  and  may  you  heap  burning 
coals  over  yourself  till  morning  breaks ! "  So  there  stood  the 
constable  all  night,  heaping  coals  of  fire  on  his  own  head  till  day 
break,  when  he  was  released  from  the  spell,  and  ran  home.  In  like 
manner,  on  the  second  night  the  damsel  casts  her  spells  over  an 
attorney,  who  is  made  to  hold  the  handle  of  the  porch-door  till 
morning ;  and  on  the  third  night  the  sheriff  is  compelled  to  hold  the 
calfs-tail,  and  the  calf  s-tail  to  hold  him,  till  morning  breaks,  when 
he  goes  home  in  sorry  plight. — In  an  Icelandic  version,  the  calf's-tail 
is  the  only  device  adopted  by  the  young  witch,  but  it  proves  equally 
efficacious  for  her  purposes. 

These  are  all  the  versions  of  this  world-wide  story  with  which  I 
am  at  present  acquainted  :  some  of  them  are  taken  from  the  appendix 
to  my  privately-printed  Book  of  Sindibdd.  Regarding  the  immediate 
source  of  Adam  of  Cobsam's  diverting  tale,  I  do  not  think  that  was 
the  Gesta  version,  with  which  it  corresponds  only  in  outline ;  both 
were  doubtless  adapted  independently  from  some  orally-current  form 
of  the  story.  If  we  assume  that  the  Kathd  Sarit  Sdgara  faithfully 
represents  its  prototype  of  the  6th  century — the  Vrihat  Kathd — 
then  for  the  elements  of  The  Wright's  Chaste  Wife  we  must  go  to 
two  different  but  cognate  tales  in  that  collection :  for  the  garland  as 
the  test  of  chastity  we  have  the  lotus-flower  in  the  story  of  Guhasena ; 
and  the  entrapping  of  the  suitors  we  find  in  the  story  of  Upakosa. 
Of  the  Eastern  versions  cited,  the  prototype  of  The  Wright's  Chaste 
Wife  is  the  story  of  the  soldier's  wife  in  the  Tuti  Ndma — a  work, 
it  is  true,  which  does  not  date  earlier  than  A.D.  1306,  but  it  was 
derived  from  a  much  older  Persian  work  of  the  same  description, 
which  again  was  based  upon  a  Sanskrit  story-book,  of  which  the 
Suka  Saptati  (Seventy  Tales  of  a  Parrot)  is  the  modern  representa 
tive.  The  two  stories  in  the  Vrihat  Kathd — or  rather,  portions  of 
them — seem  thus  to  have  been  fused  into  one  at  an  early  date,  and 
reached  Europe  in  a  form  similar  to  the  Gesta  and  Adam  of  Cobsam's 
versions.  But  the  story  of  Upakosa  also  found  its  way  to  Europe 
separately,  and  not  through  the  Arabian  versions  assuredly,  since 
these  are  much  later  than  the  times  of  the  Trouveres.  Moreover,  the 
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fabliau  has  preserved  incidents  of  the  Indian  story,  which  are  omitted 
in  the  Arabian  versions,  with  comparatively  little  modification, 
namely  :  that  of  the  bath — a  common  preliminary  to  farther  intimacy 
in  tales  of  gallantry ;  the  smearing  of  the  naked  suitors  with  lamp 
black  and  oil — they  are  '  feathered '  in  the  fabliau  ;  and  the  dogs 
snapping  the  heels  of  the  roguish  merchant. — That  Boccaccio  was 
not  the  inventor  of  his  version  seems  evident,  from  the  existence  of 
analogous  popular  tales  in  Northern  Europe.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
Adam  of  Cobsam's  story  has  furnished  us  with  a  curious  illustration 
of  Baring-Gould's  remark :  "  How  many  brothers,  sisters,  uncle?, 
aunts,  and  cousins  of  all  degrees  a  little  story  has !  and  how  few  of 
the  tales  we  listen  to  can  lay  any  claim  to  originality  !  " 

GLASGOW,  April  1886. 
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R.  CLAY  &  SONS,   LIMITED,   LONDON  &  EUNGAY. 


THE  odd  account  of  the  origin  of  this  Treatise — in  its  first 
lines — caught  my  eye  as  I  was  turning  over  the  leaves  of  the 
Sloane  Manuscript  which  contains  it.  I  resolved  to  print  it  as 
a  specimen  of  the  curious  fancies  our  forefathers  believed  in  (as 
I  suppose)  in  Natural  Science,  to  go  alongside  of  the  equally 
curious  notions  they  put  faith  in  in  matters  religious.  And  this 
I  determined  on  with  no  idea  of  scoffing,  or  pride  in  modern 
wisdom ;  for  I  believe  that  as  great  fallacies  now  prevail  in  both 
the  great  branches  of  knowledge  and  feeling  mentioned,  as  ever 
were  held  by  man.  Because  once  held  by  other  men,  and 
specially  by  older  Englishmen,  these  fancies  and  notions  have, 
or  should  have,  an  interest  for  all  of  us ;  and  in  this  belief,  one 
of  them  is  presented  here. 

The  loss  of  my  sweet,  bright,  only  child,  Eena,  and  other 
distress,  have  prevented  my  getting  up  any  cram  on  the  subject 
of  Quintessence  to  form  a  regular  Preface.  The  (translated  ?) 
original  of  the  text  is  attributed  to  Hermes — Trismegistus,  "  or 
the  thrice  great  Interpreter,"  so  called  as  "  having  three  parts 
of  the  Philosophy  of  the  whole  world"1  —  to  whom  were 
credited  more  works  than  he  wrote.  The  tract  appears  to  be 
a  great  fuss  about  Alcohol  or  Spirits  of  Wine ;  how  to  make  it, 

1  The  Mirror  of  AlcMmy,  composed  by  the  thrice- famous  and  learned 
Fryer,  Roger  Bachon,  1597. 
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and  get  more  or  less  tipsy  on  it,  and  what  wonders  it  will 
work,  from  making  old  men  young,  and  dying  men  well,  to 
killing  lice. 

The  reading  of  the  proof  with  the  MS.  was  done  by  Mr. 
Edmund  Brock,  the  Society's  most  careful  and  able  helper. 
To  Mr.  Cockayne  I  am  indebted  for  the  identification  of  some 
names  of  plants,  &c. ;  and  to  Mr.  Gill  of  "University  College, 
London,  for  some  Notes  on  the  Chemistry  of  the  treatise,  made 
at  the  request  of  my  friend  Mr.  Moreshwar  Atmaram.1  The 
Sloane  MS.  I  judge  to  be  about,  but  after,  1460  A.D.2  The 
later  copy  (Harleian  MS.  853,  fol.  G6)  seems  late  16th  century 
or  early  17th,2  and  has  been  only  collated  for  a  few  passages 
which  require  elucidation.  The  pause  marks  of  the  MS.  and 
text  require  to  be  disregarded  occasionally  in  reading. 

EGHAM,  16th  May,  1866. 

P.S.  The  short  side-notes  in  inverted  commas  on  and  after 
p.  16  (save  '5  Me'  and  the  like)  are  by  a  later  hand  in  the  MS. 
The  '  Spheres '  on  p.  26,  and  the  '  Contents/  p.  vii-viii,  are  now 
added.— F.  1889. 

1  Mr.  M.  A.  Tarkhad  has  been  for  many  years  Vice- Principal  of  the  Eaj- 
kumar  College,  for  the  sons  of  the  native  Chiefs  of  Rajkote. — 1889. 

2  Mr.  E.  A.  Bond  of  the  British  Museum  has  kindly  looked  at  the  MSS., 
and  puts  the  Sloane  at  1460-70  A.D.,  and  the  Harleian  at  about  1600. 
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THE   BOOK   OF   QUINTE   ESSENCE 
OR    THE    FIFTH    BEING; 

THAT   IS   TO    SAY, 

MAN'S    HEAVEN. 

[Sloane  MS.  73,  fol.  10.  Brit,  Mus.] 


BOOK  I. 

ith  be  myat,  wisdom,  &  g?'ace  of  fe  holy  trynite,  I  write  [Foi.  10.] 

By  the  grace 

to  2ou  a  tretice  in  endisch  breuely  drawo  out  of   be  of  God  i 

*  translate  you 

book  of  quintis  es^encijs  in  latyn,  fat  hermys  f  e  prophete  and  {Sve2Sto 

4  kyng  of  Egipt,  after  the  flood  of  Noe,  fadir  of  philosophris,  a^a'Safter 

hadde  by  reuelacioim  of  an  aungil  of  god  to  him  sende,  bat  that  the 

knowledge  of 

fo  wijsdom  and  fe  science  of  fis  book  schulde  not  perische,  timbook 

but  be  kept  and  preseraed  vnto  fe  eende  of  fe  world,  of  alle  |*rdvjj  *^he 
8  holy  men  from  al  wickid  peple  and  tyrauntis,  for  greet  perilis 
fat   my^te  falle  ferof.     For  wifi?me  fis   breue  tretis,  wif   fe 

grace  of  god,  I  wole  more  determine  of  practif  *  fan  of  theorik.  t*,P]Jcj;js,e' 

aitt  ben  bobe  nedeful  /  The  firste  and  souereyneste  pn'uyte  bat  God's  great- 

'                                                                                                                     '  est  secret  for 

12  god,  maker  of  kynde,  ordeyned  for  mannys  nede,  how  fat  olde  {^"'t80"eeed  is 

euangelik  men,  and  feble  in  kynde,  my^te  be  restorid,  and  haue  b^inelAo6" 

a^en  her  firste  strenkfis  of  3ongfe  in  fe  same  degree  fat  is  in  onS" 
al   kynde,  &  be   mad   hool   parii^tly,  except   fe   strok   of  fe 

16  fuiidir  blast,  &  violent  brusuris,  and  oppressynge  of  to  myche  except  in  case 

of  thunder- 

betynge  /  Also  perilous  fallyngis  of  hi}  placis,  to  myche  absty-  Mast,  and 
nence,  &  ofere    yuel   gouernaunce   a^ens   kynde,  And  also  fe 
teerme  fat  is  sett  of  god,  fat  noman  may  a-schape,  as  lob  seif  in 
20  latyn  /  "  Breues  dies  hominis  suni  &c."     Forsofe  philosophoris 

QUINTE    ESSENCE.  B 


THE    NAMES    AND    QUALITIES    OF    QUINTE    ESSENCE.       [Boon  I. 


The  purest 
substance  of 
corruptible 
things  is 
Quinte  Es 
sence  or 
man's 
heaven. 

[*  Fol.  106.] 

Quinte  Es 
sence  is  in 
corruptible  as 
to  the  four 
qualities  of 
man's  body, 


but  not  as 
the  heaven 
of  God. 


It  is  called, 
1.  Burning 
Water;  2.  the 
Soul  in  the 
spirit  of 
Wine; 
3.  Water  of 
Life;  and  if 
you  wish  to 
conceal  it, 
Quinte  Es 
sence. 


It  is  neither 
moist  and 
coM  like 
water, 

nor  hot  and 
moist  like  air, 


por  cold  and 
dry  like 
earth,  nor 
hot  and  dry 
like  fire.    ' 


It  gives  incor 
ruptibility, 

[*  Fol.  11.] 

for  it  prevents 
dead  flesh 
from  rotting, 


and  much 
more  the 
living  flesh 
of  man. 
It  is  Man's 
Heaven, 


clepen  f  e  purest  substauwce  of  manye  corruptible  f  iwgis  elemen- 
tid,  '  quiwta  essencia,'  fat  is  to  seie,  '  mawnys  heuene/  drawe  out 
by  craft  of  mani  j1  for  whi,  as  quinta  essencia  superior,  fat  is, 
heuene  of   oure  lord  god,  in  reward  of   fe  .iiij   elementis,   is  4 
yncorruptible  &  Vnchanngeable  /  ri$t  so  *  quinta,   essencia   su 
perior  inferior,  fat  is  to  seie,  mawnys  heuene,  is  incorruptible, 
in  reward  of  fe  .4.  qwalitees  of  mannys  body;   and  so  it  is 
preued  naturaly  fat  oure  quinta  essencia,  fat  is,  mannes  heuene,  8 
in  it-silf2  is  incorruptible;  and  so  it  is  not  hoot  and  drie  wif 
fier  /  ne  coold  and  moist  wif  watir  /  ne  hoot  &  moist  "with  eyr, 
ne  coold  and  drie  wif  erf  e ;  but  oure  qwmta  essencia,  avaylif  to 
fe  contrarie,  as  heuene  incorruptible  /  But  vndirstonde  fat  oure  12 
qm[n]ta  essencia,  is  nou^t  so  incorruptible  as  is  heuene  of  oure 
lord  god ;   but  it  is  incorruptible  in  reward  of  composiciouw 
maad  of  f  e  .4.  elementis ;  &  it  hath  .iij.  names  by  the  philoso- 
phoris,  fat  is  to  seie  /  breraiynge  watir  /  f  e  soule  in  f  e  spirit  of  1 6 
wyn,  &  watir  of  lijf  /  But  whanne  ^e  wole  concelle  it,  fawne 
schal  36  clepe  it  'oure  quinta,  essencia,' ;   for  fis   name,  &  fe 
nature  f erof,  ri^t  fewe  philosophoris  wolde  schewe  /  but  sikurly 
f  ei  biriede  f  e  truf  e  with  hem.  and  witif  weel  that  it  is  clepid  20 
brennynge  watir ;  and  it  is  no  bremiywg  watir :  forwhi,  it  is  not 
moist  ne  coold  as  comouw  watir ;  for  it  breTznef ,  &  so  doif  not 
comyn  watir;  ne  it  is  nat  hoot  and  moist  as  eir,  for  eir  cor- 
rurapif  a  f  iwg  a-noon,  as  it  schewif  weel  by  generaczouw  of  flies,  24 
&  areins,  and  siche  of  ere ;  but  sikirly  fis  is  alwey  incorruptible, 
if  it  be  kept  cloos  fro  fli^t  /  Also  it  is  not  coold  and  drie  as  erf  e. 
for  souereynly  it  worchif  &  chaungif .     And  it  is  not  hoot  and 
drie  as  fier,  as  it  schewif  by  experience ;  for  hoot  f ingis  it  kelif,  28 
&  hoot  sijknessis  it  doif  awey  /  Also  fat  it  ^euef  incorruptibi- 
lite,  and  kepif  a  fiwg  fro  corruptibilite  *and  rotynge,  it  is  preued 
tyus  I   Forwhi.  what  pece  of  fleisch,  fisch,  or  deed  brid,  be  putt 
f eri?me,  it  schal  not  corru[m]pe  ne  rote  whilis  it  is  fermne  /  32 
miche  more  fanne  it  wole  kepe  quyk  fleisch  of  mannys  body 
from  al  manere  corruptibilite  and  rotynge  /  This  is  oure  qm'nta 
e6'sencia,  fat  is  to  seie,  mannys  heuene,  fat  god  made  to  f  e  con- 
1  2  MS.  meant  for  'man.'  2  MS.  'siff.' 


BOOK  I.]       THE    NATURE    AND    WORKING    OF    QUINTE    ESSENCE. 


of  be  .4.  q?/alitees  of  maimys  body,  mt  as  he  made  preserving 

his  body  as 

his  heuene  to  f  e  conseruacmw  of  al  f  e  world  /  And  wite  30  for  J,f  J^J*8 

certeyn  fat  manye  pliilosophoris  and  lechis  fat  ben  now,  knowe  Many  know 

4  nou^t  f  is  qwmta  essencia,  ne  f  e  truf  e  f  erof  /  Forwhi  ;  god  wole 


vce> 


not  f«t  fei  knowe   it;   for   her   greet  brewnynge   coueitise  & 

vicious  lyuynge  /  Forsofe  qwmta  essencia  superior,  fat  is  to  seie,  But  as  God's 
heuene  of  oure  lord  god  bi  him  silf  /  Aloone  /  Belief  not  conser- 
8  uacioun  in  f  e  world,  and  wondirful  influence,  but  by  f  e  vertue 

of  fe   suraie,  planetis,  and  of  ere  stems;   ri^t  so  oure  qwmta  madefidrby 

the  sun  mine- 

essencia,  pat  is,  mannys  heuene,  wole  be  maad  lair  wib  be  surane  ML  or  pore 

'  gold  of  the 

mineralle,  fynyd,  schynynge,  incorruptibile  ;  and  euene  in  qualite  ^chemy  *  °f 
12  fat  fier  may  not  appeire,  corrurape,  ne  distroie.  and  f  is  is  verry 

gold  of  fe  myn,  of  fe  erfe,  or  of  f  e  floodis  gaderid  /  for  gold  of  'Not*.* 
alkamy  maad  vsitJi  corosyues  distroief  kynde,  as  aristotle  and 

manye  of  ere  pliilosophoris  prouen  /  and  ferfore  good  gold  na-  Good  natural 

16  turel,  &  of  fe  myn  of  fe  erfe,  is  clepid  of  philosophoris  'sol'  in  «w,  because 
latyn  ;  for  he  is  f  e  sonne  of  oure  heuene,  lich  as  sol  f  e  planet  is 


in  f  e  heuene  aboue  ;  for  f  is  planete  3euef  to  gold  his  influence,  olour>  &c' 

nature,  colour,  &  a  substaunce  i?zcorruptible.     And  oure  ouinta,  our  Quinte 

Essence  is  the 

20  essencia,  mannys  heuene,  is  of  f  e  nature  *&  fe  colour  of  heuene  /  [*  FOI.II&.] 

AT                    II.L-_£>              i  i      i-  ,                          it          i       •  ,    <•   •  colour  of  hea- 

And  oure  sol,  fat  is,  fyn  gold  of  be  myne,  schal  make  it  fair,  mt  ven;  gold 

makes  it  fair; 

as  sol  be  planete  makib  heuene  fair  /  and  so  bese  two  togidere  and  tlie  two 

work  in  us  (so 

ioyned  schal  ^eue  influence  in  us,  and  f  e  condiciourcs  of  heuene 
24  and  of  heuenly  so/me  /  in  as  miche  as  it  is  possible  in  deedly 

.  plenteously. 

nature,  conseruac^ouw  and  restorynge  of  nature  lost,  &  renew- 

ynge  of  3ongf  e  /  And  it  schal  3eue  plenteuously  heelf  e  :  and  so  it  AS  Aries, 

is  preued  by  astronomy  aboue,  bat  stems  bat  hab  influence  vpon  Gemint'draw 

r  humours 

18  f  e  heed  and  f  e  necke  of  marc  /  as  berc  f  e  stems  of  aries,  taurus,  and  breastead 

and  gemini,  jenon  influence  syngulerly  vpofi  Gerapigra  galieni  /  'No*a.- 

And  ferfore  it  haf  a  synguler  strenkfe,  by  fe  ordynau^ce  of  and  not  the 

god,  to  drawe  awey  f  e  superflue  humouris  fro  f  e  heed,  f  e  necke,  "hose  spices 

32  and  f  e  brest,  and  not  fro  f  e  membris  bynefe  /  And  so  I  seie  of  S^eiT 

spicis  fat  drawif  humouris  fro  f  e  knees,  f  e  lessis.  and  be  feet,  thdrplwer 

,     ,  from  Capri- 

fat  resseyuen  a  synguler  influence  of  fe  sterris  of  Capricorn,  «>rn,&c. 

Aquarie  and  pisces,  &  ri3t  so  of  of  ere,  et  cetera  /  Comourcne  Ten  not  these 

36  36  not  fis  book  of  deuyne  secretes  to  wickid  rnerc  and  auerous  •  to  wicked  e 

'  men. 
B    2 


THE    1ST    WAY    TO    MAKE    QUINTE    ESSENCE.  [Boon  I. 

'aqwa^vite'    but  kepe  30  it  in  pn'uytee  /    Take  pe  bcste  wiyn  pat  30  may 

oStStexn-      fyuc^eJ  if  3e   be  of   power;   &  if   30  be  ri^t  pore,  panne  take 

corrupt  wiyn,  pat  is,  rotyn,  of  a  watery  humour,  but  not  egre, 

Take  the  best     .     ,    . 

wine,  or  any     p«t  is,  sour,  ior  pe  qzwnt  essencia  perof  is  naturaly  incorruptible  4 

not  sour; 

distil  it,  and     pe  which  2e  schal  drawe  out  by  sublyniaczVn^  /     And  bawne 

the4Ele-  '  * 

bTieS  like11  scnal  \er  leue  iR  J30  ground  of  pe  vessel  pe  .4.  elemewtis,  as  it 

iSfu  7  times  were,  rotim  fecis  of  wiyn  /    But  firste  30  muste  distille  pis  wiyn 

inggwaterT  .7.  tynies ;    &  pamie  haue  30  good  brewnynge  watir  /  Forsope,  8 

[*  Pol.  12.]  pis  is  £e  \vatri  mater  *fro  which  is  drawe  oure  qwmta  esseneia  / 

put  this  in  a  Thaune  muste  30  do  make  in  pe  fiimeis  of  aischin,  a  distillatorie 

Ihstiller  in  a 

luni'avasand     °f  ^as  a^  no°l  °f  °°-  Pece>  wiJ>  an  hoole  a-houe  in  pe  heed,  where 
!-iset,hcona-P°ur  fe  watir  schal  be  putt  yn,  and  be  take  out  /     And  pis  is  a  12 
distilled  till      wondirful  instrument  bat  bat  bin^  bat  by  vertues  of  fier  ascendith 

it  is  turned  J 

iiitoQuinte      and  distillitli  wibimie  be  vessel,  per  canales  brachiales,  bat  is,  by 

Essence,  and  '      * 

pipis  lich  to  armys,  be  bore  a3en,  and  eftsoones  ascendi-th,  & 
eft  descer^dip  contynuely  day  and  ny3t,  til  pe  brewnynge  water  16 
heuenly  be  turned  into  qwmtam  essenciawz  /     And  so  bi  con- 
tinuelle    ascenciouws    &    discenciou?zs,    pe    qwmta    e^encia    is 
depa?'tid  fro  pe  corruptible  composiciouw  of  pe  .4.  elemefztis. 
For  bifore  pat  ping  pat  is  twies  sublymed  is  more  glorified,  and  20 
is  more  sotil,  and  fer  from  pe  corru??zpc^oiw  of  pe  .4.  elemewtis 
'No*a.'       more  separat  paw  whamie  it  ascendith  but  oonys ;  and  so  vnto 
Distn  it  1000    a  pousand  tymes,  so  pat  by  contynuel  ascendynge  and  descend- 
and  it  shall      yn<^e,  by  the  which  it  is  sublymed  to  so  myche  Imnes  of  cjlorifi-  24 

be  glorified  ^  ^  _  ... 

and  become  a  cacioiw,  it  schal  come  bat  it  schal  be  a  medicvn  incorruptible 

medicine  in- 

heavUentlble  as  ahnoost  as  heuene  aboue,  and  of  pe  nature  of  heuene  /     And 
perfore  oure  qwmta  essencia  worpily  is  clepid  '  mannys  heuene '  / 
After  many      And  aftir  manye  daies  pat  it  hath  be  in  pis  sotil  vessel  of  glas  28 

days  unstop 

your  distiller,  distillid  /  36  schulen  opene  pe  hoole  of  pe  vessel  in  pe  heed  pat 
'lute'        was  selid  with  pe  seel  of  lute  of  wijsdom,  maad  of  pe  sotillest 
flour,  and  of  white  of  eyren,  and  of  moist  papere,  ymeyngid  so 
and  if  there      pat  no  ping  respire  out  /    And  whane  36  opene  pe  hoole.  if  per  32 

issues  out  a 

heaven-sweet    come  out  a  passynge  heuenly  swete  flauour  pat  alle  me?^  pat 
[*Foi.i26.]    come  yn  naturely  *diawe  perto.   panne    30  haue    oure  qz^'nta 


?enceeitTiot    c^encia  /  ail(i  e^is  &Q^-G  f6  vessel,  and  putte  it  to  pe  fier 

til    e  'haue  it.  3G 


TOOK  I.]       THE    2N»,  3^0,  AND    4TH    WATS    OF    MAKING    QUINTE    ESSENCE.  5 

And    anofer    manor   worchinge    of    oure    qm'nta    essencia    is  TAe~nd 

fis  /  Take  fe  noblest  and  fe  strongest  bre?^nynge  watir  fat  30  SKiSS?* 
may  haue  distillid  out  of  pure  my3ty  wiyn,  and  putte  it  into 

4  a  glas  clepid  amphora,  \fitfi  a  long  necke  /  and  close  f  e  mouf  g™J]fnest 

strongly  wif  wex ;  And  loke  fat  half  or  f  e  f  ridde  part  be  fulle  ;  JJ8?^!!1*0 

and  birie  it  al  in  hors  dourcge,  preparate  as  it  is  seid  hereafter  /  SuTtup; 

so  bat  be  necke  of  be  "las  be  turned  douwward,  &  be  botim  downwards  in 

liorse-dung, 

8  be  turned  vpward,  fat  by  vertu  of  f  e  hors  dou??-ge  f  e  qw'nta 
essencia  ascende  vp  to  fe  botura.     And  fe  groste  of  fe  mater 


of  fe  watir  descende  dourcward  to  fe  necke  /     And  aftir  manye  purities  settle 

in  the  neck. 

daies,  whanne  36  take  it  out,  softly  lift  vp  fe  glas  as  it  stomlith,   Takethegiass 
12  and  30  schal  se  in  fickenes  and  cleernesse  a  difference  bitwene  duns; 
f  e  qwzntam  essencia??i  sublymed,  and  f  e  grose  mater  fat  is  in  f  e 
necke  /  f  e  wondirful  nmistry  of  departynge  of  fat  oon  fro  fat 
ofer  is  fis  /  Take  a  scharp  poyntel,  or  a  pricke  of   yren,   &  make  a  hole 

in  the  wax 

lo  peerse  into  f  e  wex  fat  hongif  in  fe  mouf  of  fe  glas  a^ens  fe  seal> 
erfe  /  and  whawne  30  haue  peersid  al  fully  to  fe  watir,  take  out 

fe  poyntel  or  fe  pricke  /     And  fat  erfely  watir  wole  first  come  let  out  the  im 
pure  earthy 
out  fat  is  m  fe  necke  /  and  so  til  it  be  come  out  vnto  fe  water» 

20  departmge  bitwixe  it  /  and  f  e  quintG  essence,  fat  is,  mannys 

heuene  sublymed.  and  whane  30  se  fat  fis  qwmt  essence  wole   and  when  the 
re?me  &  melte  aftir  bat  bis  erbely  watir  be  voydid,  putte  banne   sence  would 

begin  to  run, 

swiftly  3oure  fyngir  to  fe  hoole,  &  turne  vp  fe  glas,  and  f anne  ^iSffij" 

24  36  haue  feriwne  oure  qwmte  essence,  *and  f  e  erfely  watir  wif  oute  C* FoL  13-1 

aside.     And  fis  is  a  passywg  souereyn  prniytee.  Essen?".1"*6 

The  f  ridde  maner  is,  fat  30  take  a  greet  glas  clepid  amphora,  The  th*d 
and  seele  it  weel,  and  birie  it  weel  in  be  wombe  of  an  hors  al 

Put  your  am- 

28  togidere.  and  f  e  purete  of  f  e  qtmite  essencie  schal  be  sublymed  jJjJJbSi* 

aboue,  &  f  e  groste  schal  abide  bynefe  in  f  e  botme  /  take  out  SKIS 

sof tli  fat  fat  fletif  a-boue  ;  and  fat  fat  leeuef  bihynde,  putte  it  abovl?d  a 
to  f  e  tier. 

32      The  .iiij.  maner  is  fis.  take  what  vessel  of  glas  fat  30  wole,  ^ourth 

or  of  erfe  strongly  glasid,  and  fer-vpon  a  round  foot  of  glas  substitute  for 

wif  a  leg.  and  seele  fe  vessel  -with  his  couertowr.  bat  be  rod  **Sot** 

f    ,      f  £  glass  or  earth, 

>i  fe  loot  ol  fe  glas  wifmne  fe  vessel  honge  in  f  e  eyr,  fat  fat  ^^l!1^,,,, 
36  f  iwg  f  at  asce?zdith  to  f  e  couertour  in  f  e  maner  of  a  pott  boilynge  hanSgTu 

the  air, 


6  THE    5TH    WAY    TO    MAKE   QUINTE    ESSENCE,    &C.        [BooK  I. 

into  which       descende  doun  asen  by  be  foot  of  be  glas.  and  this  instrument 

the  vapour 

condense511111  mav  3e  ^°  ma^e  wipoute  greet  cost  /    The  fifpe  maner  is,  pat  pe 

The  fifth  way,  brennynge  wate?*  be  .10  tymes  distillid  'in  hors  dou?>ge  con- 

HuSriiingUr  tynuely  digest.  4 

times1_  The   science  of   makynge  of  fier  wipoute  fier  /  whcrby  30 

Tomalfeflre  1  .     .  .,  ., 

without  fire,    may  make  oure  q^nte  essence  wipoute  cost  or  traueile,  and 

U'H(l  Quint  € 

Essence  with-  wzt/ioutc  occupac^ouTi  and  lesynge  of  tyme  /  Take  pe  beste  horse 
douftge  pat  may  be  had  pat  is  weel  digest,  and  putte  it  wipine  8 
a  uessel,  or  ellis  a  pitt  maad  wip  pe  erpe  anoywtid.  pon^out  \vith 
past  rnaad  of  aischin.  And  in  pis  vessel  or  pitt,  bete  weel  togidere 
vesseiyinUu  up  pe  douwge ;  And  in  pe  myddil  of  pis  dom/g,  sette  pe  vessel  of 
The  cold  top '  distillaczouw  vwto  be  myddis  or  more  /  For  it  is  nede  bat  al  be  12 

part  will  con-  J 

dense  the  va-  heed  of  pe  vessel  be  in  pe  coold  eir  /  pat,  pat  pi?^g  pat  bi  ve?'tu 
the'dung.**  °f  °^  fe  ^er  °^  fe  dwng  pat  ascendith  perby  be  turned  into  watir 
[*  Foi.  136.]  *by  ve?*tu  of  cooldnes  of  pe  eir  and  falle  dou?z  a3en  and  ascende 

vp  a3en.  and  pus  30  haue  fier  wipoute  fier,  and  but  wip  litil  16 

traueile. 
Or,  place  your       Also  anoper  maner  of  fier.  sette  soure  vessel  forseid  to   pe 

vessel  in  the 

sun's  rays.       strong  reuerberacioutt  of  pe  su?me  in  somer  tyme,  and  lete  it 

stonde  pere  ny3t  and  day.  20 

HOW  poor  Here  I  wole  teche  3ou  how  pore  euangelik  me?^  may  haue 

evangelic 

almoost  for  noi^t,  pe  gracious  influence  of 


an(i  fe  maner  of  pe  fixynge  of  it  in  oure  heuene,  pat  is, 
oure  qm'nta  essencia.  if  ^e  be  pore,  30  schal  preie  a  riche  man  24 
rich  tviend,    pat  is  ^oure  freeM  to  leene  ^ou  a  good  floreyn  of  florence  /  and 


a?liat?ofton  ane^-e  ^  vpon  a  plate  of  yren  as  yren  is  anelid.  and  haue  biside 

throV?Sfinto  3OU  a  uessel  of  erpe  glasid,  fillid  fid  of  the  beste  brennynge  watir 

water.tiSiif  pat  2e  may  fynde.   &  caste  into  pe  watir  pe  floreyn  anelid.    and  28 

care  to  quench 

the  fire  quick-  ]0ke  ]jat  20  haue  a  sotilte  and  a  slehbe  to  quenche  sodeynly  be 

]y  to  prevent 

wa8toTter  ^er'  fa^  ^e  wa^r  waa§te  not  ;  and  be  weel  war  pat  no?z  yren  touche 

Eepeatthis  pe  watir.    but  af[t]er  caste  into  pe  watir  pe  floreyn,  and  do  so  .1. 

tymes  or  more,  for  pe  oftere  pe  bettere  it  is  /    And  if  30  se  pat  pe  32 

in  fresh  watir  waaste  to  myche,  chaunge  it  panne,  and  take  riewe,  &  do 

Water,  and 

then  mix  all  go  ofte  tvmes.  and  wlianue  2e  haue  do  ^oure  quenchour,  putte 

the  Waters 

alle  pe  watn's  togidere  /     And  36  schulen  vndirstonde  pat  pe 

draws  out  ail  vertu  of  bre?znynge  watir  is  sich  pat  naturely  it  drawip  out  of  36 


BOOK  L]  HOW   TO    GILD    BURNING   WATER   OR   WINE.  I 

gold   alle  pe  vertues   &   propirtees   of  it,  &   it   holdip   incor-  theproperties 
rumptibiletee  &  an  euene  heete.    *  panne  meynge  pis  brennynge     [*  Foi.u.] 

.,      ,      ,    ,  Mix  the  gilt 

watir  bus  <mtid  wib  oure  qutnte  essence,  ana  vse  it.    but  be  war  Burning 

Water  with 

4  j?at  30  quenche  not  pe  floreyn  in  oure  qwmte  essence  ;  for  panne 
it  were  lost  /  And  if  it  so  be  pat  30  haue  not  pis  brennynge  watir 


redy,  panne  querache  soure  floreyn  in  pe  beste  whi^t  wiyn  pat  wateriest 

white  wine, 

may  be  had  /    For  sikirly  pe  philosophore  seip,  pat  wiyn  hath  w^cjuUso 

8  also  pe  propirtee  to  restreyne  in  it  pe  influence  and  vertues  of  p°^ers  of 
gold  /    And  whanne  36  haue  do  jourQ  werk,  36  schal  wite  pat  pe 
floreyn  is  als  good,  &  almoost  of  pe   same  wei3te,  as  it  was 

afore  /  perfore  vse  wiyn  or  brermynge  watir  giltid,  so  pat  30  may  This  gilt 

12  be  hool,  and  wexe  glad,  and  be  3ong.     And  pus  30  haue  oure  ™^eajju 

heuene,  and  pe  suraie  in  him  fixid,  to  pe  conseruaczouw  of  mannys  -{^j"  |0augain* 

nature    and   fixacioiw    of    QUTQ   heuene,   pat    is,    oure    qwmte  axed  in  our 

Heaven. 

essence. 

16      The  science  how  36  schule  gilde  more  nry^tily  by  brennynge  'science.1 

watir  or  wiyn  pan   I  tau3te  you  tofore,  wherby  pe  water  or  g°™nti°nffild 
pe  wiyn  schal  take  to  it   my3tily  pe  influence   &  pe  vertues 


of  fyne  gold. 
20      Take  be  calx  of  fy^  gold  as  it  is  declarid  here-aftir  in  bis   Heat  calcined 

gold  in  a 

book,  and  putte  it  in  a  siluer  spone.  and  anele  it  at  be  fier.   silver  spoon 

and  put  it  in 

&   parane   caste   pe   cals   of   the   gold   in   pe    brennynge  watir  wTtTror 
or  in  wiyn  .1.  tymes,  as  I  tai^te  3011  tofore  wip  pe  floreyn.    and  ^'withX63' 
24  ae  schule  haue  2oure  licowr  by  an  huwdrid  pa?^t  bettir  qilt  ban  ;e  Youriiquor" 

will  be  better 

had  tofore  wip  pe  floreyn  /     Forwhi.  fier  worchip  more  strongly  Jjj"^** 

and  bettere  *in  sotil  pa?-ties  pan  it  doip  in  an  hool  plate  /    And  Y*aFoi.°i«  ] 

also  bremiynge  watir  or  wTiyn  drawip  out  more  my^tily  bi  a  more  power- 

28  bousand  pa?*t  be  p?'opirtees  of  cjold  fro  smale  parties  anelid,  ban  grains  of  gold 

than  on  a 

it  doip  fro  a  picke  plate  /     And  30  schal  vndirstonde  pat  wiyn  Pj*JJj  retains 

not  aloonly  holdip  in  it  pe  propirtees  of  gold,  but  myche  more  0faiTi?quibies 

pe  p?*opirtees  of  alle  liquibles  if  pei  be  quenchid  peri??-ne.  and  pat  lt"eut 
32  is  a  souereyii  p?-mite  :  Forwhi,  if  30  quenche  saturno  liquified 

in  wiyn  or  in  comou72  watir  .7.  tymes,  and  aftirward  in  pat  wiyn  jjfjjj 

or  watir  36  quenche  mars  manye  tymes,  pamie  mars  schal  take 

algate  pe  neischede  and  pe  softnes  of  saturne  /    And  pe  same  8;"M*r»*o 

quires  the 

36  schal   venus   do,    &    alle    op^rc    liquibles   /    or   ellis,    And    20 

'  ?        Saturn. 


TO    MAKE    FIRE    WITH    NO    FIRE.       TO    CALCINE    GOLD.       [BooK  I. 


Again, 

it'  you  quench 
Mars  in  wine 
and  put  in  it 
Saturn  lique 
fied,  tliis  will 
be  made  hard. 


To  make  fire 
without  coals, 
lime,  light, 


Mix  equal 
parts  of  sub- 
[*  Fol.  15.] 
limated  Mer 
cury,  Salt, 
and  S;il 
Ammoniac, 
grind  them 
small,  ex 
pose  them 
to  the  air, 
and  they'll 
turn  into 
water, 


a  drop  of 
which  will  eat 
thro'  your 
hand,  and 
make  Venus 
(copper)  or 
Jupiter  (tin) 
like  pearl. 
I  fit  could  be 
moderated  it 
would  cure 
the  disease 
Hell  fire,  and 
every  corro 
sive  sickness. 

'  sal  amarus.' 

It  is  also 
called  '  Sal 
Amarus.' 


'  Science.' 

To  calcine 
gold. 

Cut  gold  into 
shavings; 
put  it  into  a 
crucible  with 
Mercury ; 
heat  it,  and  it 
will  crumble 
[*  Fol.  156.] 
into  dust  like 
flour. 

Heat  it  more 
till  the  mer 
cury  goes  his 
way; 


quenche  mars  in  whijt  wiyn  or  in  comoim  watir  manye  tymes, 
and  aftirward  in  pe  same  wiyn  or  watir  30  caste  saturne  liqm'fied 
ofte  tymes,  panne  wipoute  doute  30  schal  fynde  pat  pe  saturne 
is  mood  ri3t  hard  /  Therfore  Jje  propirteea  of  alle  liquibles  may  4 
be  brou^t  into  wiyn  or  watir;  but  myche  more  myjtily  into 
brennynge  watir  good  and  precious. 

The  sciencQ  to  make  a   fier,   pat  is,  wipoute  cole,  w^tAonte 
lyme,   wipoute   li^t,    worchinge    a^ens  al    maner   scharpnes   or  8 
accioun  of  visible  fier,  ri$t  as  worchip  pe  fier  of  helle  /   And 
pis  p?*?'uytee  is  so  vertuous,  p«t  pe  vertu  pe?*of  may  not  al  be 
declarid.     And  pus  it  is  maad.     Take  Mercuric  pat  is  sublymed 
vfith  vitrzol,  *&  comen  salt,  &  sat  armoniac  .7.  or  .10.  tymes  12 
sublymed  /  and  meynge  hem  togidere  by  euene  poTcioun.  and 
grynde  it  smal,  and  leye  it  abrood  vpon  a  marbil  stoon ;  and  by 
ny^te  sette  it  in  a  soft  cleer  eir,  or  ellis  in  a  coold  seler ;  and  pere 
it  wole  turne  into  watir  /   And  panne  gad  ere  it  togidere  in  to  16 
a  strong  vessel  of  glas,  and  kepe  it  /  This  water  forsope  is  so 
strong,  pat  if  a  litil  drope  ferof  falle  vpon  3oure  hond,  anoon  it 
wole  perce  it  poru^-ont ;  and  in  pc  same  maner  it  wole  do,  if  it 
falle  vpon  a  plate  of  venus  or  lubiter,  into  pis  watir,  it  turnep  20 
hem  into  lijknes  of  pcerl.  who  so  coude  reparale  &  preparate 
kyndely  pis  fier,  wipoute  doute  it  wolde  que?^che  anoon  a  bren 
nynge  sijknes  clepid  pe  fier  of  helle.     And  also  it  wolde  heele 
euery  cor[os]if  sijknesse.     And  manye  philosophoris  clepip  pis  24 
pi?>g  in  her  bookis  '  sal  amarus,'  al  pou3  pei  teche  not  pe  maistrie 
perof  /  If  it  be  so  pat  pis  firy  watir  breke  pe  glas,  and  rewne  out 
into  pe  aischen,  panne  gadere  alle  togidere  pat  36  fynde  pastid  in 
pe  aischen  /  and  leye  it  vpon  a  marbil  stoon  as  afore,  and  it  wole  28 
twrne  into  watir.     And  pis  is  a  greet  pmiytee. 

The  science  to  brynge  gold  into  calx  /  Take  fyn  gold,  and 
make  it  into  smal  lymayl :  take  a  crusible  wip  a  good  qwan- 
titee  of  Mercim'e,  and  sette  it  to  a  litil  fier  so  pat  it  vapoure  32 
not,  and  putte  peri?zne  pi  lymail  of  gold,  and  stire  it  weel  togi 
dere  /  &  aftirward  *wipi/?-ne  a  litil  tyme  36  schal  se  al  pe  gold 
wipi?me  pe  Me?*cun'e  turned  into  erpe  as  sotil  as  flour,  pawne 
30110  it  a  good  fier,  pat  pe  Mercune  arise  and  go  his  wey  :  or  ellis,  36 
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and  30  wole,  30  may  distille  and  gadere  it,  putty  nge  per-vpon  a  "jwn^ 

lembikc  /  an.l  in  pe  corusible  }e  schal  fynde  pe  gold  calcyned  and  Pe°7ndet[iewi11 
redncid  into  erpe  /  And  if  30  Avole  not  make  lymayl  of  gold, 

4  Jjanne  make  perof  a  sotil  piwne  plate,  as  30  kan,  and  putte  wipmne  A  tMn  plate 

pe  Mercim'e  al  warm;    and  30  sclial  haue  3oure  desier  /  And  JjJJSgjfjJi 

in  pis  same  maner  30  may  Avorclie  \vip  siluir  /  Thanne  take  pe  tSEaS&bi 

calx  of  bese  two  bodies,  and  bcre  hem  openly  Avip  3ou;  and  per  Kcany 

these  powders 

8  schal  noman  knowe  what  pei.  ben  /  And  if  36  Avole  bere  hem  about, 


more  pn'uyly  wipoute  ony  knowynge,  panne  meynge  hem  Avip 

pich  melt,  or  wex,  or  ellis  gurame.  for  panne  noman  schal  knoAve  wax>  or  sum» 

it  Avhat  it  is.     And  wha-nne  30  Avole  dissolue  ony  of  pese  calces  jjjj^ns^6   ' 

12  by  hem  silf,  putte  eipir  by  him  silf  in  a  test,  or  ellis  pe  pich  or  ^J;1"1  the 
pe  AVCX  in  Avhich  pei  bew  jnue,  ;  and  anoon  schal  come  out  verry 
gold  &  siluer  as  pei  were  tofore. 

Now   I   Avole  teche   2011  be  maistrie  of   departynge  of   gold  HOW  to  sepa 

rate  gold 

16  fro  siluir  whawne  pei  be  meyngid  togidere  /     Forsope  36  woot  %%?H*%?£d 

Aveel  pat  per  be  manye  Averkis  in    pe  Avhiche    gold    and  siluir  wtthl_^_ 

be   mevn<'ld,    as   in   giltvnrje    of    vessel    &   lewellis    /    perfore  Putthemix- 

J     v  ture  into  a 

Avhanne  30  wole  draAve  pe  toon  fro  pat  opir,  putte  al  pat  mixture 


20  into  a  strong  watir  maad  of  vitriol  and  of  sat  petre.    and  pe  gJfSf™;  SIu 
*siluyr  Avole  be  dissolued,  and  not  pe  gold:  pawne  36  haue  pat     [*Foi.i6j 
oon  departid  fro  be  tobir  /   And  if  2e  wole  dissolue  pe  gold  to  corrosive 

water  and  sal 

watir,  putte  ba?zne  yn  be  Avatir  corosArue,  Sat  BJmoni&c  ;  and  bat  ammoniac 

r  <J      f  *          will  dissolve 

24  Avatir  Avipoute  doute  Avole  dissolue  gold  into  Avatir.  the  gold. 

The  science  to  draAve  out  of    fyn  gold  vta  e^encia  is    pis  /  'science.' 

First  2e  schal  reduce  gold   into  calx,  as  I  tolde   2011    tofore  /         — 

'      How  to  get. 

panne  take  vy  negro  distillid,  or  ellis  oold  vryne  depurid  fro  pe  °Q^){t^.its 
28  fecis,  and  putte  it  in  a  uessel  glasid  ;  and  pe  liquor  schal  be  in  sence'_  _ 
pe  hei^pe  of  4.  ynchis  ;  and  peri?ine  caste  pe  calx  of  gold,  &  gold  into  die- 

tilled  vinegar 

sette  it  to  the  strong  surine  in  somer  tyme,  bere  to  abide  /  and   or  purified 

urine;  set  it 

soone  aftir  36  schal  se  as  it  Avere  a  liquor  of  oyle  ascende  vp, 


32  fletynge  aboue  in  maner  of  a  skyn  or  of  a  reme.  gadere  pat  aAvey 

.,  .  .  .  TTP  -i-  i      /•  collect  all 

Avip  a  sotil  spone  or  ellis  a  iepere,  and  putte  it  into  a  uessel  or  such  in  a 

glas  in  pe  which  be  putt  Avatir  tofore.   and  pus  gadere  it  manye  tin  no  more 

tymes  in  pe  day,  into  pe  tyme  pat  per  ascende  nomore  /  and  aftir  Evaporate 

36  do  vapoure  awey  pe  watir  at  pe  fier.     And  pe  vtil  e.^encia  of  pe  left;  there- 
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is  the  Quinte  gold  wole  abyde  byiiepe.     And  manye  philosophoris  clepip  pis 

Gold-  qwmta  e^sencia  an  oile  incombustible,  bat  is  a  greet  pmiytee  / 

[i  then,  MS. 

Hari.]  And  it  2e  wole  fixe  bis  cmmta  essencia  in  oure  heuene,  bat1  it 

And  if  you  fix 

may  W^oute  doute  restore  a$en  to  man  pat  nature  pat  is  lost,  4 


It  wiifrestore   an(^  reduce  him  a$en  into  pe  vertu  of  pe  strenkpe  of  jongpe,  and 
strength  of      also  lenkpip  his  lijf  into  pe  laste  terme  of  lijf  set  of  god  //    Now 
[*  Foi.  iG6.]    forsope  I  haue  toold  3011  pe  souereynest  *pn'uytee  and  restorynge 
°^  mannys  kynde,  and  in  part  greet  ping  pat  schulde  not  be  8 
schewid  /  Forwlii.  pis  oyle,  pat  is  to  seie,  qm'nta  e&sencia  of  gold. 
•  shewed.          hath  be  mooste  swetnes  and  vertu  to  a-swage  and  putte  awei  be 

The  Quinte 

Essence  of       ache  of  woundis,  and  for  to  heele  woundis,  oolde  sooris,  and 

gold  is  best  to 

heal  wounds.    manve  wondirful  yuelis  /     Also  in  pe  same  maner  36  may  drawe  12 

out  of  siluir,  qw/nte  essencre  // 
HOW  to  get          The    science   to    drawe    out  of   antymony,  bat   is,  mercasite 

its  Quinte  Es-  J 

8Antimdn°f     °^  ^GQ(^>  J36  v     e^encie,  is  a  souereyn  maistrie,  and  a  pr/uytee 


Put  powdered  °^    a^e   P^'uytees    /      Take   pe    myn    of    antymony   aforeseid,  16 
and   make   pe?*of    al    so    sotil   a   poudre    as    ^e   kan   /    panne 


it  tin  the  take   pe  beste  vynegre  distillid,  and  putte   periraie   pe  poudre 

•itv-i  ^red  °^   antymonye,  and    lete    it   stonde  in  a  glas  vpon  a  litil  fier 

putefiwh*nd  int°  fe  tyme  pat  pe  vynegre  be  colourid  reed,  panne  take  pat  20 

away  v^hen  vynegre  awey,  and  kepe  it  clone,  and  putte  a^en  per-to  of  ope?*e 

red  vinegar  vynegre  distillid,  and  lete  it  stonde  vpon  a  soft  fier  til  it  be 

into  a  dis-  J 

colourid  reed.  &  so  do  ofte  tymes.  and  whanne  30  haue  gaderid 
al  $our&  vynegre  colourid,  putte  it  panne  in  a  distillatorie.   and  24 
pipe;  collect    first  be  vynegre  wole  ascende  :   banne  after  2e  schal  se  merueilis  : 

this  ;  it  is  mi  7         ./        o  ^  j 

incomparable    for  }e  schal  se  as  it  were   a    bousand   dropis  of  blessid  wiyn 

treasure. 

discende  doun  in  maner  of  reed  dropis,  as  it  were  blood,  by 
pe  pipe  of  pe  lymbike  /  pe  which  licoz^r,  gadere  togidere  in  a  28 
rotu?ftbe  /  and  panne  30  haue  a  ping  pat  al  pe  tresour  of  pe  world 
[Nota.]       may  not  be  in  comparisons  of  worpines  perto  /  aristo^le  seip  pat 
[*  Foi.  17.]     it  is  his  lede  in  pe  book  of  secretis,  al  pou$  he  *telle  not  pe  name 
it  cures  the      of  pe  antyuionye  aforseid  /     Forsope  pis  doip  awey  ache  of  alle  32 
wounds,          woundis,  and  wondirfully  heelip.   pe  vertu  perof  is  incorruptible 
and  when  fer-  &  nierueilows  p?*ofitable  /  it  nedit  to  be  putrified  in  a  rotombe 

inented  it  •/•¥•« 

works  great     anc[  seelid  in  fyme,  and  banne  it  worchib  Rrect  prtuytees  /    For- 

secrets. 

sope  pe  vta  e-s^encia  of  pis  antymony  pat  is  reed,  in  pe  which  is  36 


BOOK  I.]       TO    EXTRACT    THE    QUINTE    ESSENCE    FROM    MAN'S    BLOOD.  1 1 

pe  secreet  of  alle  secretis,  is  svvettere  pan  ony  hony,  or  sugre,  or 
ony  opir  ping.  'Science.' 

The  science  in  the  extraccioim  of  pe  .5*  essencie  from  blood,   f™^* 

4  and  fleisch,  &  eggis  /    To  3011  I  seie,  pat  in  euery  elementid  JJ^JWcSS. 
ping,  ])Q  .5.  essencie  remaynep  incorrupte  :   it  schal  be  Jmme 
pe  moost  pmg  of    merueyle  if    I  teche    3011  to  drawe  out    fiat 
fro  mannys  blood  reserued  of  Barbouris  whanne  pei  lete  blood ; 

8  also  fro  fleisch  of  alle  brute  beestis,  and  fro  alle  eggis,  and  opere 
suche  bin^is.  for  als  myche  as  mannes  blood  is  be  pe/'fitist  werk  Man's  blood 

is  the  perfect- 

of  kynde  in  us,  as  to  pe  encrees  of  pat  pat  is  lost,  it  is  certeyn  JJftwor{cof 
pat  nature  pat  .5.  essence  maad  so  perfi^t  pat,  wipoute  ony  opir 
12  greet  preparacioun  wipoute  pe  veynes,  it  berip  forp  pat  blood 
anoon  aftir  into  fleisch.  and  pis  5  essence  is  so  ny$  kynde  pat 

fitl  is  moost  to  haue2  /  Forwhy.  in  it  is  merueylous  vertu  of  oure  and  works  di 
vine  miracles 

heueno  sterrid,  and  to  be  cure  of  nature  of  man  worchib  moost  of  hailing. 

Gettroin  Hur- 

16  deny n  myraclis,  as  wipi?zne  I  schal  teche  ^ou  /  perfore  resceyue   oryou'n^sun'! 
of  Barbouris,  of  3ong  sangueyn  men,  or  colerik  men,  wharcne  pei  ISurtH'} 
be  late  blood,  be  which  vse  sjood  wynes.  take  bat  blood  aftir  bat  serum;  mix 

J  "         the  blood 

it  hap  reste,  and  cast  awey  pe  watir  fro  it,  and  braie  it  wip  pe 
20  .10.  part  of  com&i  salt  prdpa?fate  to  medicyns  of  mew;  and  putte 

it  into  a  uessel  of  glas  clepid  amphora,  pe  which,  sotely  seele,   »atitiua5i 
and  putte  it  wibi?ine  be  *wombe  of  an  hors,  prepa?*ate  as  to  fore,    [*  F°I.  176.] 

'     renewing  the 

and  renewe  pe  fyme  oonys  in   pe  wike,  or   more,  and    lete  it 
24  imtrifie  til  al  pe  blood  be  turned  into  watir  /  and  it.  schal  be  doon 


,     ,  fl  .  ,  distil  that ; 

at  pc  mooste  in  xxx.  or  xl  clayes,  or  attir,  more  or  lasse  /  panne  put  the  out 
come  on  the 

putte  it  in  a  lembike,  and  distille  it  at  a  good  fier  /  what  so  euere  ponded 

'  faeces,  and 

may  ascende,  putte  pat  watir  vpon  pe  fecis  brayed,  meywgynge  JJS.0**" 
28  vpon  a  marbil  stoon ;   putte  it  a3en,  and  aftir  distille  it   33611 
manye  tymes  rehersynge  /  And  whanne  30  haue  pis  noble  ping 

of  blood,  perof  pe  .5.  beynge  drawe  out  /  putte  a3en  pe  watir  in  Heat  the 

.,,    .......  '  water  in  the 

pe  stillatone  01  circulaciouTi  til  se  brvnge  it  to  so  mvche  swetnes  distiller  tin  it 

J  comes  to  a 

32  &  an  heuenly  sauour,  as  36  dide  pe  brennynge  watir.  and  pis  is  JJSr^lwl" 

pe  5  beynge  of  blood  deuyn,  and  miraclis  more  pan  man  mai  wofL-s^'ira- 

bileue  but  if  he  se  it.  SSuWS. 

1  5  foi- fifth,  or  quinle. 

2  MS.  Harl.  reads  '  and  this  fifte  beiuge  so  nighe  kinde  it  is  most  to  haue.' 
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To  ffft  the 
Quint 'e  Es 
sence  out  Of 
capons, 
beasts,  eggs, 
&c. 

Grind  some  of 
them  witli  a 
tenth  part  of 
prepared 
salt;  put  'em 
into  a  horse's 
.belly  till  they 
become  water, 
and  distil  that 
till  it's  hea 
ven-sweet. 


'  science.' 

To  draw  the 
Fifth  Being 
out  of  each 
of  the  Four 
Elements, 
and  to  sepa 
rate  them. 


[*  Fol.  18.] 

Take  any 
thing  rotted 
and  turned 
into  water,  as 
man's  blood; 
put  it  in  a 
glass  distiller, 
and  distil  it 
over  into  an 
amphora. 


When  no 
more  vapour 
rises,  you 
have  drawn 
out  the  water. 


Put  the  other 
3  elements 
tor  7  days 
into  the  same 
bath, 

then  into  a 
c  >al  fire,  and 
the  water 
shall  rise  as 
oil  shining 
.like  gold, 


the  air  re 
maining  at 
the  bottom 
like  oil  of 
gold.  Put 
these  aside. 


Now    wole    I    teche  3011   to  drawe    out    pe    .5    beynge  from 
capoiws,   hemies,  and   al   maner   fleisch   of   Brut   beestis,   and 
from  al  maner  eggis  of   foulis  fat   ben  holsum  and  medicy li 
able  to   etc  for  man  kynde   /    Grynde  surame  of  pese  pingis  4 
forseid,  which  pat  30  wil,  as  strongly  as  30  can  in  a  morter,  wij> 
]>Q  10  part  of  hi???,  of  sal  comen  p?*eparate  to  pe  medicyne  of 
mew,  as  I  seide  tofore.  putte  it  in  pe  wombe  of  an  hors  til  it  be 
turned  into  water,  distille  as  it  is  aforeseid,  and  in  pe  stillatorie  8 
of  circulacmw  pe  watir  pat  is  distillid,  putte  it  in  a^en  til  it  be 
brou^t  to  pe  swete  heuenly  sauour  and  smel  aforeseid  / 

The  science  to  drawe  out  pe  5   beynge  of  euerych  of  pe  .4 
elementis,  and  to  schewe  euerych  of   pe  forseid   ping  bi  hew  12 
silf ;  &  pat  is  i^t  merueylous  /  I  wole  not  leue  for  a  litil  to 
schewe  a  greet  secreet,  how  30  may  drawe  out  pe  5  beynge  of 
ech  of  pe  4  elementis  of  al  pe  ping  rehersid  afore,  and  profitably 
schewe  hem  /  And  pe  maner  ys  *pis  /  take  p«t  ping  putrified  16 
and  brou^t  into  watir,  what  so  euere  ^e  wole,  as  I  tau^te  3011 
tofore ;  and  pat  ping  be  mannes  blood  brou^t  into  watir,  of  pe 
which    30  wole  drawe  out  pe  4  elementis  /  putte  perfore  pat 
water,  or  pat  blood  putrified,  in  a  stillatorie  of  glas,  and  sette  20 
it  wipiwne  a  pott  of  watir,  and  ^eue  vndirnepe  a  fier  til  pe  watir 
of  blood  be  distillid  by  pe  pipe  of  pe  lembike  into  a  glas  clepid 
amphora,  ri^t  clene  /  And  whanne  no  ping  may  more  by  pat  fier 
ascende,  for  certeyn  ^e  hane  of  blood  drawen  out  al  oonly  pe  24 
element  of  watir  /  Forwhi.  fier  of  pat  bath  hath  no  strenkpe  to 
sublyme  eyr,  or  fier,  or  erpe.  and  so  [take]  po  pre  elementis,  and 
sette  in  pe  same  bath  by  .vij.  dayes  pat  pei  be  weel  meyngid,  & 
so   cloos  pat  no  ping  be  distillrl  /  aftir  pe  .vij.  dayes  take  pe  28 
stillatorie,  and  putte  it  to  pe  fier  of  aischen,  pat  is  strongere  paw 
fier  of  bath  clepid  marien ;  and  pe  watir  schal  ascende  in  foorme 
of  oyle  schynynge  as  gold  /  and  aftirward  pat  no  ping  more  schal 
ascende,  $e  haue  panne  in  pe  ampulle  .ij.  elementis,  pat  is  to  seie,  32 
watir  and  eyr.  &  oon  from  anopir  30  schal  departe  in  pe  bath, 
puttynge  yn  a^en  wher  al-oonly  pe  cleer  watir  schal  ascende  / 
and  pe  eyr  schal  al-oonly  remayne  in  pe  botum  of  pe  vessel  in 
lijknesse  of  oyle  of  gold,  pe  which  oyle  pat  is  gold,  pe  which  oyle  36 
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bat  is  ayr  /  putte  it  aside.  banne  ber  leeueb  3itt  fier  wib  erbe. 
to  departe  fier  from  erbe,  putte  be  element  of  watir,  fat  is  to 
seye  .iiij  Ib  of  watir,  vpon  j  ft>  of  mater  /  and  putte  by  .vij.  daies  Srth?pUca 

.    _     ,        A  r  •  ,     it  in  the  Ma- 

4  to  encorpere  wel  as  tofore  in  be  bath  01  marien  /     Aitirward.  nan  bath  tor 

7  days  ;  then 

putte  it  to  be  fier  of  flawme  113  1  strong,  and  fe  reed  water  schal  inhotflaniMj 
ascende.  be  which  gadere  togidere  as  longe  as  ony  *bing  ascendif.    8h^a11  ascend 
and  to  3ou  schal  remayne  an  erbe  ri3t  blak  in  be  botum.  be  which  and  black 
8  gadere  togidere  aside  /  banne  be  redeste  watir  26  schal  take,  forwhy.   put  the  red 

'  Y  water  into 

ber  be  .ii.  elemewtis,  bat  is  to  seie,  be  element  of  watir  and  fier.   the  distiller; 

pure  water 

ba^ne  yn  be  stillatorie,  to  be  fier  of  bab,  cleer  watir  schal  asende.   JlSr?or;finJ 
and  in  be  botim  schal  remayne  be  reed  watir,  bat  is,  be  element  sha11  :     am; 
12  of  fier.  and  so  30  haue  now  first  oon  oyle,  bat  is,  ayer  o  side,  and  so  you  have 

the  4  Ele- 


wntir,  and  fier,  and  erbe.  and  note  30  weel  bat  berfore  be  element 
of  Avatir  is  putt  a^e/a  to  drawe  out  from  erj?e  fier  and  eyr,  for  bei 
wole  not  ascende,  but  borin  be  help  of  element  of  watir.  brvn^e 

into  its  Quinte 

16  a}e?j  euerych  into  5  beynge  wib  be  vessel  of  circulacioun  as  to-  reScsti"Ci't0aud 
fore  /  or  ellis  rectifie,  makynge  oon  ascende  .7  tymes  bi  an  obir  / 
but  first  30  moste  be  ri3t  blak  erbe  of  oon  hide1  nature,  in  be 
furneys  of  glas  mon2,  or  ellis  reuerberac/outt,  xxj.  dayes  calcyne/ 

20  And  for  a  cause  I  speke  to  2ou  nomore  of  this  science,  but  thank  our  glo 

rious  God  tor 


ioie  30,  and  thanke  oure  gloriow«9  lord  god  of  bese  bingis  bat 
30  haue  had. 

The  science  to  fixe  alle  erbely  binens  in  nosfra  e;ta  e6\sencia, 

'       °  '    earthly 

24  bat  is  to  seie,  oz*re  heuene,  bat  by  her  influence  jjei  may  3eue  f^ouinte 

berto  ]?er  p?'ope/-tees  and  her  hid  vertues  /  oure  glorious  god  Essence- 

hab  3eue  sich  a  uertu  to  oure  quinta,  essence,  bat  it  may  drawe  it°the  power11 

out  of  euery  matier  of  fruyH  /  tree  /  rote  /  flour,  herbe  /  fleisch,  the  virtues 

'    out  of  every 

28  seed  &  spice  /And  euery  medicynable  Jring,  alle    be  vertues,   J|i5S.in8 
p?^opirtees,  and  naturis,  be  whiche  god  made  in  he?w,;,and  jjat 
wibimie  .iij.  houris. 

Now  I  haue  schewid  3ou  a  souereyn  pn'uytee,  how  fat  30   Put  therefore 

32  may  wib  oure   heuene  drawe  out  euerv   «;    essencia   from  alle  necessary  tor 

J  any  syrup  in- 

bingis  aforeseid  /  berfore  alle  necessarie  bingis  to  euery  syrup 


putte  yn  oure  5  essencie,  &  wibi?ine  .iij.  houris  bat  watir  schal 
be  sich  a  sirup,  vndirstonde  wel,  bettir  by  an  hundrid  part,  by  thani*for»« 
1  of  vnkinde  natuer.     Harl.  853.  2  of  glasse  made.     Harl.  853. 
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:.  19.]     cause  of  oure  5  e-«#encie,  fan  it  *  schulde  be  wijwute  it  /     And 
so  I  seie  of  medicvns  comfortatyues. 

"WktyoeB,  and  alle  of  ere;  forwhy.  if  36  putte  seedis  or  flou: 
fray^tis,  leeues,  spicis,  coold,  hoot,  sweet,  sour,  moist,  do    : 
good  or  ynel,  u/to  oure  5   e^senck,   forsofe  sich  5   essence  ^ 
schalen  bane  ferfore.  oure  5  e^encie  is  fe  instrument  of  alle 
Ks      Yertaes  of  Jd/?g  tronsmutable  if  fei  be  putt  ir. 
**•  an  hu7?drid  foold  her  worchingis  //  8 


Explicit  yar$  pnma  tractatus  q^mtc 
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BOOK  II. 


Here  bigyimeth  the  seeunde  book  of  medicyns  /     The  tlrst  :n>r«**or#«» 

medicyn  is  to  reduce  an  ookl  feble   euangelik  man  to  fe  tirste  Jg^jJ^ 

strenkfe  of   songfe  /     Also  to  restore  a;en  his  nature   fat  is  * 
4  lost,  and  to  lenkfe  his  lijf  in  greet  gladnesse  and  peiiq 

vuto  fe  laste  teerme  of  his  lijf  fat  is  -  :     -  '.uil  take  Give  him  our 

oure  5ta  essence*  aforeseid,  fat  is  to  seye,  maimys  henene,  and  *<•»*; 
b    -i-me  put-to  a  litil  quantite  of  5  es-seneia  of  gold  and  of  poorl. 

I*  '  f' 

8  and  J?o  oolde  feble  man  sehal  vse  fis  douyu  drynk  at  morn  and 
at  enen,  eeh  tvmo  a  walnote-sehelle  fulle  /  and  wifi/me  a  fowe 

full  at  mom 

dayes  he  schal  so  hool1  fat  he  schal  fele  him  silf  of  fe  statt  and  J»** 
fe  stronkfe  of  xl  ;oor;  and  he  schal  haue  greet  ioie  fat  he  is 


12  come  to  be  statt  of  soiujfe.    And  whanne  his  jonsjfo  is  rooouerid,   take'mti*  of 

our  Quinte 

and  his  nature  restorid,  and  heelfe  had,  it  is  nedeful  fat  litil  and  £<*»»**» 
seelde  he  vs-  /     Also  it  is  nedeful  fat  he  vse  ofte  sood  only  that  of 

0  Gold 

wivn  at  his  mete  and  at  fe  sopor,  in  fe  which  be  nxid  fe  5.   wmeatdi 
16  essence  of  gold,  as  I  tan^te  3011  tofore. 

The  seeuwde  *  medicyn  is  to  heele  a  man,  and  make  hym 
lyue,  f(/t  is  alraoost  consumed  in  nature,  and  so  ny;  deed  fat 
he  is  forsake  of  lechis.  but  if  it  be  fe  lasto  teerme  of  his  lijf 


20  sett  of  god,  30  schal  30110  him  oure  qiunte  absence  of  gold  \vif  a 


litil  quantite  of  watir  of  celendoyn  ^drawe,  and  meyiige  it  wif 
f  o  t^ftve  f  ingis  aforeseid  /  and  anoou  as  f  e  sike  hath  resceyued 
it  into  his  stomak,  it  ^euef  to  fe  lierte  influence  of  naturel  heeto  «£{ 
12-4  and  of  liif.  and  banne  :e  schal  se  him  rise  vp  and  speke,  and  andheshaii 

rise  up  and 

wonderfully  be  comfortid  and  strenkfid  ferby  //  fanne  comforte  ^he?  comfort 
him  Avif  ministrrtcioiLY  of  oure  qw/iite  e.^vncie  afore  seid,  and  he 


sclial  be  al  hool  /  but  if  it  be  so  fat  god  wole  algatis  fat  he  sehal 

. 

28  die  /  And  I  seio  to  3011  truly,  fat  fis  is  fo  hi^este  maist?*/o  fat 
maybe  in  transnmtaeiou/j  of  kynde  ;  for  ri;t  fewe  lechis  now 
lyuyngo  knowe  fis  p/v'nytoo. 

1  ?  '  bo  so  hool.'     Or  is  hool  a  verb,  become  whole,  recover  I 


16 


HOW  TO  CURE  LEPROSY  AND  PALSY. 


[BOOK  II. 


'  3a.  Me.' 

To  cure  the 
Leprosy  that 
is  caused  by 
rotten  hu 
mours. 


Use  our 
Quinte  Es 
sence,  with 
those  of  Gold 
and  Pearl; 


(or  Burning 
Water,  if  you 
have  no 
Quinte  Es 
sence.) 


Wash  the 
leper  with 
strawberry  or 
mulberry 
water;  this 
is  of  great 
virtue, 

[*  Fol.  20.] 

but  is  much 
encreaaed  by 
our  Quinte  ^ 

Essence. 


4*.  Me. 

To  cure  Pal 
sy,  which 
comes  from 
viscous  hu 
mours  closing 
the  passages 
of  motive 
power. 

Blessed  be 
God,  our 
Quinte  Es 
sence  will 
restore  the 
paralitic. 

Fix  in  it  the 
Quinte  Es 
sence  of  eu- 
phorbiumand 
the  like;  and. 
if  God  will, 
'  sawe ' 
the  palsied 
man  shall  be 
whole,  if  you 
make  him  a 
stew  of  ivy 
'  Note  /  yue  / 
sauge.' 
and  sage. 

Vailing 
Quinte  Es 
sence,  let  him 
drink  Burn 
ing  Water 


The  pridde  medicyn  is  to  cure  pe  lepre  pat  is  causid  of 
coiTiipcioun  and  putrifaccioim  of  ony  of  pe  principal  humouris 
of  man ;  but  not  pe  lepre  pat  comep  to  man  of  kynde  of 
pe  fadir  and  of  pe  modir  leprous, — for  it  is  eallid  morbus  4 
heredittt*, — ne  pe  lepre  pat  is  sent  of  god  by  his  plage,  but  pat 
p«t  is  causid  oonly  of  rotu?z  humouris  /  take  oure  5  essence 
aforeseid,  wip  pe  quinie  essence  of  goold  and  peerl,  a  litil  quantite 
at  oonys,  and  vse  it  in  maner  as  I  seide  afore  /  and  wipi/me  a  8 
fewe  daies  he  schal  be  partily  hool  perof.  and  if  ^e  haue  non 
preparate  redy  oure  5  essence,  panne  take  in  pe  stide  perof  fyn 
bre?«jy;/ge  watir  /  but  pat  oper  is  bettere. 

Also,  drawe  a  water  of  pe  fruy^t  of  strawbery  or  mulbery  12 
tree,  whanne  it  is  ripe,  and  waische  pe  lepre  perwip.  pis  watir 
is  of  so  greet  vertu :;  for  a  souereyn  maistir  took  it  a  leprous 
*womman,  pat  wip  pe  waischinge  oonly  of  pis  watir,  withynne 
schort  tyme  was  maad  al  hool  /  but  sikirly  pe  vertu  perof  is  1G 
myche  worth  if   it  be  meyngid  wz'tA  oure  5   essence,  or  ellis 
brennynge  watir ;  and  panne  it  schal  be  no  iiede  to  vse  in  pis 
perilous  cure,  venemys,  as  summe  lechis  doon. 

The   4   medicyn   is   to   cure   palsie  vniuersel.     Forsope   alle  20 
philosophoris  seyn  pat  pe  palesyo  vniuersel  comep  of  habou?zd- 
au?jce  of  viscous  humouris  closynge  pe  metis  of  vertu  awimale, 
sensityue,  and   motyue.      And  perfore   it  is  necessarie   pat  po 
pingis  pat  schal  cure  pis  sijknes  be  tempe?*ate,  hoot,  and  moist,  24 
and  a  litil  attractyue,  and  to  pe  synous  confortatyue  /    Therfore, 
blessid  be  god,  makere  of  kynde,  pat  ordeynede   for   pe  maw 
paralitike  oure  5  essence  aforseid,  pat  souereynly  to  him  com- 
fortynge,  restorynge,  and  temperatly  worchynge  /  perfore    fixe  28 
peri/me  pe   5    essence  of  po  laxatyues    pctt    purgen    flewme  & 
viscous  humouris,  as  a  litil  of  euforbie,  or  turbit,  or  sambucy. 
&  panne  wipoute  doute,  if  god  wole,  pe  paralitik  man  schal  be 
hool  wip  comfortynge  and  restorynge  of  kynde,  if  30  make  him  32 
a  stewe  hoot  and  moist  with  herbis,  pat  is  to  seye,  eerbe  yue, 
&fcsauge,  pat  haue  an  heuenly  strenkpe  to  comforte  pe  joynctis, 
&  pe  senewis,  and  pe  vertu  motyue.  and  if  36  haue  not  redi 
preparate  oure  5  essence,  panne  take  fyn  brennynge  watir  til  it  36 
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be  redv,  and  lete  be  pacient  diynke  berof  a  litil  in  fyn  wivn.   in  fine  wine, 

and  wash  all 

and  also  he  schal  waische  al  his  body  and  his  extremytees  wip   gJJJ101 
brennynge  watir  ofte  tymes.  and  lete  him  vse  pis  a  good  while,  water* 

4  &  he  schal  be  hool.  / 

*The   .5    medicyn   for  a  man  pat  is   almoost  al  consumed,   <[*Foi.2o&.] 
&   waastid    in    al    his    body,  and   ri^t    leene,  as  pat  man  pat 
hath  pe  tisik  &  pe  etik  /     Forsope  pe  verry  cure  to  heele  him 

8  is  oure  5  essence  I     Forwhi.  it  comfortib  be  feble  nature  :  and 

Mix  with  our 

pe  nature  pat  is  lost  it  restorip,  &  so  restorid  it  p?*eseruep  / 
And  per fore  if  30  wol  restore  pe  fleisch  of  a  leene  mannys  body 
almoost  consumed  awev,  drawe  banne  a  wratir  of  celidovne.  and 

a  little  celan- 

12  take  perof  a  litil  q^cmtite,  and  meynge  wip  oure  5  essence  if  $e  dine  water  j 

haue  it  redy,  or  brennynge  watir  in  stide  perof,  and  }eue  it  him  gireitthe 

to  dri?ike ;    and  wipmne  fewe  dayes   he  schal  be  wondirfully  JjJ  JoJJlJJ"1 

restorid  and  fat,  fullyf"t'1 

16      The  .6.   medicyn  for  passion n$  of   frenesie,  foly,  ymagyna-  «.6.  MO.» 

C/OU72S    and    novous   vexaciouTis    of    deuelis,    and    also   for    be  TocureFren- 

si/,  Gout,  and 

goute   als  weel   hoot   as  coold.  certeyn    experience   techip    pat  p°"xgesfrom 

colerik   men   ^euep   to    su??ime  ymagynaczou^^s ;    and   sangueyn  •  coierike.' 

20  men  be??  ocupied  aboute  summe  opere  ymagynaciouws ;  &  ^itt  'Fieuma- 

flewmatik  men  aboute  opere  /  but  po  men  pat  habounde  in  blak  .'J^alfeen^JeV 

coler,  pat  is,  malencoly,  ben  occupied  a  pousawd  part  wip  mo  SlSy  meifare 

pou^tis  pan  ben  men  of  ony  op#r  complexiou?^  /     Forwhi.  pat  with  anxieties 

24  humour  of  blak  coler  is  so  noyous,  pat  if  it  a-bounde  and  a-sende  others, 
vp  to  pe  heed,  it  troublip  alle  pe  my^tis  of  pe  brayn,  engendrynge 

noyous    ymagynaciou?2s,    bryngynge   yn   horrible   pou^tis   bope  'Notase- 

wakynge  and  slepinge ;  and  siche  maner  of  men  ben  born  vndir  being  born 

28  pe  constillacioun  of  saturne,  the  wickide  planete  /     Forsope,  to  tume,  a 

siche  men  deuelis  wole  gladly  appere,  &  minister  to  hem*  her  pr*u^e'hom-i 

pn'uy  te??iptaciou?zs  wipi?ine  pe  cours  of  her  po^tis ;  and  pese  appear f0adly 

men  pus  *  turmentid  wip  pe  passiouws  of  malencoly  comou?ily  tempt  them, 

32  speke  wip  hem,  stryue  and  dispute  wip  hem  silf  whanne  pei  be 

a-loone,  pat  ofte  tymcs  opere  folk  may  heere  it  /     These  maner  so  that  they 

of  men  bat  ben  \iiis  turmentid,  as  weel  by  passioun  of  malencolv  despair  ami 

J     kill  them- 

as  of  deuelis,  ofte  tymes  falle  in  dispeir,  and  at  pe  laste  sle  hem   selves- 
36  silf  /  pe  perfi^t  cure  of   alle   pese    is    oure  5  essencie   auri   et  oa?Quinte9 

QUINTE    ESSENCE.  C 
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Essence  of 
Gold  and 
Pearls,  with  a 
little  senna  or 
lapis  lazuli. 


Burning 
Water,  with  a 
purge,  will 
also  cure 
these  dis 
eases. 


These  medi 
cines  put 
away  wicked 
thoughts,  and 
bring  in 
merry  ones ; 
they  dispel 
devils'  tempt 
ations  and 
despair,  and 
bring  a  man 
to  reason. 


'  Saturne.  y.' 
Saturn  is  an 
enemy  to  all 
creatures, 


3  po\v< 
over  foul 

[*  Fol.  216.] 
solitary 
places,  as 
Vitas  Patrum 
says. 


The  Moon  too 
is  full  of  bane. 


•  Jubiter  and 
Sol  j  .B.' 
Jupiter  and 
Sol,  on  the 
other  hand, 
make  devils 
flee, 


and  betoken 
the  joy  of 
heaven, 


as  Saturn  and 
the  Moon  do 
hell. 


perel&rum,  or  ellis  brennynge  watir  in  stide  perof,  in  pe  whiche 
^e  fixe  gold  as  it  is  aforeseid,  wheri/me  be  putt  a  litil  of  sene  or 
watir  of  f[u]miter,  or  poudre  of  lapis  lasuly,  or  ellis  medulla??i 
ebuli,  and  vse  it  discreetly,  forwhy.  not  al  oonly  oure  quinte  4 
essence  auri  et  perelarum  heelith  pese  disesis.  /  but  also  brennynge 
watir  in  pe  which  gold  is  fixid,  heelip  hem,  wip  a  litil  of  po 
pingis  fat  purgen  and  casten  out  blak  coler  supcjrflue,  &  helip 
pe  splene.  8 

Forsope  pese  medicyns  puttip  awey  wickid  pou^tis  and   an 
heuy  herte  malencolious ;  pei  gladith  and  dense  pe  brayn  and 
alle   hise   my^tis,   and  brynge  yn   gladnes   and  merye  pon^tis. 
pel  putte  awey  also  pe  craft  of  pe  feendis  temptacz'ouws,  and  12 
ymagynaciouns  of  dispeir.  pei  distroie,  &  make  a  man  to  for^ete 
almaner  of  yueles,  and  naturaly  bryngip  him  a^en  to  resonable 
witt.  and  for  as  myche  as  saturne  pe  planete  naturaly  ys  coold 
and  drye,  and  is  enemye  to  al  kynde  /     Forwhy,  euery  snow,  1C 
euery   hayl,  euery  tempest,    &   also   pe  humour   of   malcncoly 
comep    of   him.    &   he   hap   his    influence  vpon   derk   leed,  & 
vpon  derk  *  placis  vnder  pe  erf1,  foule  and  stynkynge,  and  derke 
wodis,  and  vpon  foule,  horrible,  solitarie  placis,  as  it  is  preued  in  2G 
vitas  patru??i,  pat  is  to  seye,  in  lyues  &  colaciouws  of  fadris  / 
And  also  pe  moone,  naturely  coold  and  moist,  hap  his  influence 
vpon  pe  ny^t,  and  vpon  myche  moisture,  and  vpon  pe  placis 
wha?me  4.  weyes  metip  togidere.  forsope  in  alle  siche  placis  pei  24 
wole  a-bide  and  schewe  hem  to  her  foloweris  /  but  forsope  po 
pingis  pat  ben  of  pe  nature  of  lubiter  and  of  sol,  goode  planetis, 
arne  displesynge  to  hi?7i,  and  contrarie,  and  naturaly  deuelis  fle 
awei  fro  he?ft,  for  pei  haue  greet  abhominaciouw  of  per  vertuous  28 
influence  /  perfore  it  schewip  weel  pat  po  pingis  pat  ben  in  pis 
world,  summe  per  ben  pat  bitokene  pe  glorious  yoie  of  heuene, 
and  surame  ping  pat  figure  pe  derknesse  of  euerlastynge  peynes 
of   helle  /     Forsope  pe    suwne   and  iubiter,  goode   planetis,  &  32 
gold,  pure  metal,  and  alle  pure  piwgis  pat  gladen  a  man,  figu- 
rynge  by  resouw  pe  ioie  of  heuene  /  and  blak  Saturne,  and  pe 
spotty  moone,  figure  &  bitokene  pe  condiciouw  of  helle  /  and 
i  Erf  =  er>e. 
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Devils 


sib  bat  deuelis  be  dampned,  &  ful  of  wreche  of  helle,  berfore   Devils  hate 


bei  hate  be  clennesse  &   be  ioie  of  oure  lord   god  &  of   hise 
seyntis  /  also  bei  haten  be  su?me  and  his  cleernes,  and  pure  they8  delight 
4  Tpingls  bat  maken  a  man  "lad.   and  naturaly  it  plcsib  hem  to 

J 


dwelle  in  derk,  &  in  blak,  orrible,  stynkynge  placis,  in  heuy-   ami  heii-iike 
nesse,  wreche,  &   malencoly,  &  in    bo  bi?zgis  bat  pretende    be   But  our 
condiciouw  of  helle   /    And  sib  oure  <.  essence  aforeseid  is  so   senceis 

heavenly, 

8  heuenly  a  biwg,  &  by  sotil  craft  *brou$t  to  so  myche  swetnes,  Jj^JjJvJ^ 
it  is  so  souereyn  a  medicy^  bat  it  may  weel  be  lijkned  to  be  ioie  Slvea'away  d 
of  paradice.  forwhi,  it  makib  a  man  li^t,  iocunde,  glad,  and  fi"af  devils* 

love,  so  that 

merie,  &  puttib  awey  heuynesse1,  angre,  melencoly,  &  wrappe,   it  is  fitly 
12  be  whiche  bat  deuelis  loue  /  et  ideo  Rostra,  5  essenc/a  digne  Heaven.* 
vocatwr  celum  humanu?«  /   Also  if  a  man  be  traueylid  wib  a  TO  deliver  a 

man  from  a 

feend,  and  may  not  be  delyuerid  fro  him,  lete  him  driftke  a  litil  devil,—  give 

J  J  him  some  o 

quantite  of  oure  5  essence,  wib  5  essence  of  gold  &  peerl,  and 
16  wib  an  eerbe  callid  ypericon,  i.[e.]  fuga  demonu7?^,  and  be  seed  monum^" 

be?-of  grounden  &  aftirward  distillid,  &   be  watir  berof  a  litil   an'dpeari, 

quantite  medlid  wib  be  obere  5tis  essenciis  •  and  anoon  be  deuel  J^s  wor 

wole  fle  awey  fro  him  &  fro  his  hous. 
20      Also  for  be   goute,  hoot  or  cold,  be   pacient^1  schal  drynke 

oure  c.  essence  wib  a  litil  qwantite  at  oonys  of  be  letuarie  de 

D  Take  a  little 

succo  Yos&rum.  and  lete  him  vse  bis  letuarie  a  litil  at  oonys  ech   ^elS" 


of 

6  with 


obere  day,  til  superflue  humouris  be  purgid  /  but  he  schal  vse     Sfiuwy? 
24  euery  day  a  litil  of  oure  q.  essence  \\ith   q  essence  of  oold  &   oarQointe 

^  Essence  with 

peerle  ;  &  wibiraie  a  fewe  dayes  be  pacient  schal  be  hool.  //  andtpearild 

The  .7.  medicyn,  for  to   heele  ycche,  &  for  to  distr/e  lies2   '.7.  M^.* 
bat   ben   engendrid  of  corrupt  humouris.    take  oure  <  essence   TO  cure  the 

D  Itch  and  de- 

28  bi  him  silf  a-loone,  and  vse  to  drynke  berof  a  litil  quantite  stroy  Lice- 
at  oonys  /  and  take  also  a  litil  qwantite  of  Mer[cun'e  ?].  &  Essenc?1" 
mortifie  it  wib  f  astynge  spotil,  &  medle  it  wib  a  good  quantite  with  spittle; 

1  hony  nesse  MS. 

2  "  A  lous  is  a  vvorme  with  manye  fete,  &  it  cowimeth  out  of  the  filtlii  and 
onclene  skymie,  &  oftentymes  for  faute  of  atendaimce  they  corae  out  of  the 
flesshe  through  the  skynne  or  swet  holes. 

To  withdryue  them  /  The  best  is  for  to  wasshe  the  ofte?itimes,  and  to 
chaunge  oftentymes  clene  lynen."  —  The  noble  lyfe  and  nature  of  man,  Of 
leatc.s,  seiycntySi  fowles,  andfisslies  yi  be  moste  knowen.  Capitulo.  C.  xix. 

C   2 
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TO    CURE    QUARTAN    FEVER. 


[BOOK  II. 


Stavesacre 
and  Burning 
Water.  Wash 
the  body  or 
head  where 
the  itch  and 
lice  are. 
[*  Fol.  226.] 


'  teuer  qwar- 
tene.' 

To  cure 

Quartan 

Fever. 

'  ye  qwarten 
is  ingendyrd 
of  Malyn- 
coly.' 

The  Quartan 
arises  from 
too  much 
black  choler, 
and  lasts  a 
year  or  more. 
To  cure  it 
soon, 

[*  ?  our] 
drink  our 
Quinte  Es 
sence  ; 


if  you  have  it 
not,  put  pith 
of  white 
dwarf  elder  in 
Burning 
Water,  and 
take  a  wal 
nut-shell  full 
morning  and 
evening. 

Or,  take 
whatever 
purges  black 
choler,  put  it 
into  Burning 
Water;  make 
small  pellets 
of  it,  and  take 
one,  and  then 
two,  gradu 
ally. 


[*  Fol.  23.] 


'  Nota  for  ye 
quartene.' 

It  is  said  that 
a  tooth  from 
a  live  beast 
heals  the 
Quartan,  and 
the  juice  of 
Hen-bit  or 
Chinkweed 
put  in  a  man's 
nostrils. 


of  poudrc  of  stafi-sagre,  &  panne  put  it  in  to  a  greet  qzwmtite 
of  bre?znynge  water,  &  Jeanne  waische  al  his  body,  or  ellis  pe 
heed  where  pe  icche  &  pe  lies  ben.  &  vse  pis  medicyn  .2.  or 
3.  &  pe  sijk  *man  schal  be  hool.  4 

The   .8.   medicyn   for    to    cure  'the    quarteyn   and    alle    pe 
passionns  pat  comep  of  male^coly  in  mannys  body ;   and  pe 
maistrie  to  pwrge  malencoly.    and  36  schal  vndirstonde  pat  pe 
qwarteyn  is  gendrid  of  myche  haboundau?zce  of  malencolye  pat  8 
is  corru?ftpid  vfithynue  pe  body,   and  for  pis  humour  is  erpely, 
coold,  &  drie,  of  pe  nature  of  slowe  saturne,  perfore  pe  accesse 
of  pis  sijknes  ben  slowe,  and  it  durip  comouwly  yn  a  man  a  ^eer 
or  more,  and  it  puttip  fro  him  gladnesse,  &  bryngip  yn  heuynes  12 
more  pan  opere  feueris  do  /  If  30  wole  heele  pis  sijknes  in  schort 
tyme,  lete  pe  pacient  vse  to  drynke  oon*  5  essence,  and  he  schal 
be  al  hool  hastily  /  forwhi  •  it  consumep  pe  corrupt  superflue 
humouris,  &  reducit  nature  to  eqwalite,  and  bryngip  yn  glad-  16 
nesse,  &  chasip  a-wey  heuynes  &  malencolie.    and  if  it  so  be 
pat  30  liaue  nou$t  oure  5  essence  /  panne  take  j  Bb  of  pe  beste 
brewnynge  watir,  and  peri;me  putte  medullam  ebuli,  and  namely 
pe  white,  if  36  may  may  haue  it  /  of  pis  watir  30110  to  pe  pacient,  20 
morowe  and  euew,  a  walnot-schelle  ful  at  oonys.    and  he  schal 
be  al  hool  /  or  ellis  pus  :  take  what  piwg  30,  wole  pat  purgip 
malencolye,  and    putte  a   litil  perof  into  bre?mynge  watir,  & 
vse  pat  laxatif  maad  into  smale  pelotis,  wijsly  resceyuy7^g  n'3t  a  24 
litil  at  oonys,  as  oon  litil  pelot,  and  preue  perby  how  it  worchip, 
pa?zne  anoper  tyme  .ij.  at  oonys,  if  it  be  nede  /  so  pat  pe  mater 
be  a  litil  digestid  and  a  litil  egestid.  for  bettere  it  is  to  worche 
a  litil  &  a  litil  at  oonys,  pan  sodeynly  greue  pe  nature,  forwhi,  28 
two  litil  pelotis  laxatif   meyngid  wip  brewnyrcge  watir  *wole 
worche   more   my^tily  pan  .8.  pelotis   wole   do   bi   hem   silf  / 
Also    philosophoris  seyn   pat  a   toop  drawe    out  from  a    quyk 
beest,    born  vpon   a   man,    delyuerip    fro    pe    quarteyn  /    Also  32 
pei  seyn  pat  if  pe  yuis  of  pe  eerbe  pat  is  callid  morsus  galliy/.e 
rubri  be  putt  in  hise  nose-prillis  whanne  he  bigynneth  to  sull'ro 
pe  accesse  of   pe  q?/arteyn,  he  schal  be  hool,  wip  pe  grace  of 
sod.  36 
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The   medicyn    to    hecle    be    feue?-e    contynuele.    alle   philo-  '9».  iw-.- 

soplioris  seyn    bat    be   feuere   contynuele   is   ge^drid  of   putii-  J^"[^""; 

faccioun   of   blood   and   of   corrupcieim   of   humouris   in   it   /  jt  ariseTfrora 

4  berfore  be  cure  berof  is  to  pw?^ge  blood,  and  to  putte  awey  be  5?wSod  and 

,.      ..        o  ,  corruptions 

corrupcioun    01    it,    &    be   humoris   vneuene    to   make    euene,  of  humours. 

be  nature  lost  to  restore,  and  so  restorid  to  kepe  /    Forsobe  alle 

bese  bingis  worcheb  oure  Quinte  essence:  and  berfore  it  curib  OurQumte 

f  Essence  cures 

8  perfi^tly  be  feuere  contynuele  /  and  bou$  bremiynge  watir  caste  jjjj^*110' 

out  fro  blood  watry  humouris  and  corrupt,  jitt  take  it  110113 1  in  ^f1  d 
bis  cure  /  forvvhi;  bou^  brewnynge  watir  be  .7.  tymes  distillid, 
^itt  it  is  [not]  fully  depurid  fro  his   brennynge  heete,  &  be  .4. 

12  elementis  /  but  sib  oure  5.  essence  is  not  hoot,  ne  moist,  coold, 

ne  drie,  as  ben  be  4.  eleme7^tis  /  berfore  it  heelij?  perfi^tly  be  >f  ">»xed  with 

contynuel  feuere;  namely  wib  co??zmixtioun  of  be  5  essence  of  J5Sp2ar?old 
gold  &  peerle  /  and  if  $e  wole  strenkbe  ^oure  medicyn,  ba?zne 

16  putte  yn  oure  5.  essence  a  litil  quantite  of  pulpa  cassie  fistule  /  and  a  little 

or  ellis  be  iuys  of   be  eerbe  mercuriale.  &  if  it  so  be  bat  obere  He;'rb  Mei<- 
liumouris  habounde  to  myche  with  blood,  banne  take  bo  laxa- 

tyues    bat   kyndely    wole    *  purge   hem,    as  comou^   bookis  of  [*Foi.  23*.] 

20  fisik  declare]?. 

The    10.    medicyn   to  cure    be   feuere   tercian,  be  which   is  'IO.M'/ 

'fener  tercy- 

causid  of  putrifaccioun,  or  reed  coler  to  myche  haboundynge  /  a"e-'_ 

to   cure    bees   sijknes,  tak   oure    5    essence,  or  ellis  fyn  bren-  SajSwrT" 

24  nyno-e  watir, — but  be  firste  is  bettere, — and  putte  berime  a  litil  TakeQutnte 

Essence,  with 

of  rubarbe  or  of  su?nme  ober  laxatiue  bat  purgib  reed  coler,  and  Rimbarb  and 

Endive  water, 

a  greet  q?;antite  of  watir  of  endyue;  and  vse  bis  medicyn  at  ?^U^JflTe' 
morowe  &  euen.  and  be  pacient  schal  be  hool  wiboute  doute. 

28      The    n.    medicyn    is   for   to   heele   be   feuere   cotidian,    be  «.II.M«.' 
which  is  causid  of  putrifaccioun  of  flewme  to  haboundynge  / 
and  sib  flewme  is  coold  and  moist,  oure  5  essence  (and  in  his 

absence  take  good  brennynge  watir.)  hab  streak  be  and  vertu  to  Take~our 

32  consume  be  rohw  watery  inordinat,  and  to  myche  coold  humi- 

dite  /  berfore  take  oure  5  essence  or  brennynge  watir,  and  putte  Quinte  ES- 

beriwne  a  litil  of  euforbij,  turbit,  or  sambuci,  or  sum  obir  bing  litiieEuphor 
bat  purgib  flewme;  and  vse  it  morowe  and  eue,  &  be  pacient 

36  schal  be  hool. 


22  TO    CURE    AGUE    FEVER,    LUNACY,    AND    CRAMP.        [BooK  II. 

'.12. M^/  The. 1 2.  medicyn  for  to  cure  fe  feuere  agn,  and  fe  lunatik 

tSSSu?  man  anc*  womman  /  discreet  maistrz's  seyn,  fat  fe  feue?-e 
F°everramiaue  agu  comouwly  is  causid  of  a  uyolent  reed  coler  adnst,  and  of 
blood  adust,  and  of  hlak  coler  adust ;  and  sumtyme  of  oon  of  4 


Tliis  lever 
comes  of  e 
ler  inflamed, 


comes  of  cho-  fese  adust,  and  sumtyme  of  two  togidere,  and  sumtyme  of  .3. 


togidere  /  and  f  erfore  f  e  feuere  agu  is  f  e  posityue  degree,  and 
""Uied'b001""  *n  ^e  suPe?'latyue  degree,  comparatif  gree  &  superlatif  gree  / 
ner'sU'eaded"     For  f  e  feuere  agu  haf  comoiwly  alienacioun  of  witt,  &  schew-  8 
•Notubene.'     ynge  of  fingis  of  fantasy  /   And  }e  schal  knowe  weel  whiche 
t  [*  Foi.  24.]     ben  f  e  humouris  adust  fat  causen  f  e  feuere,  be  fese  *  tokenes  / 
ttnvSetk**  Forvvhi,  if  fe  pacient  seif  fat  he  seef  blak  f iwgis,  fanne   blak 
fi?ingsTsoethe  coler,  fat  is,  malencolie,  is  adust  /  &  if  he  se  fingis  of  gold  /  12 
mours'areTn-   reed  coler  is  adust  /  if  reed  fmgis,   and  schewynge  of  bloodt 

fanne  blood  is  adust  /    And  if  he  seif  fat  he  seef  alle  fese  .iij, 

fingis,  fanne  alle  fe  humouris  ben  adust  /    For  as  myche  as 
Burning         breniiynge  watir  ascendif  to  fe  heed,  and  gladly  wole  a  man  16 
not  be  taken,    drynke  /    And  sif  fat  feuere  agu  regnef  in  f  e  regiouw  of  f  e 

heed  /  fe    philosophpris  counceilis    fat    fe    pacient    schal    not 
butQuinte       resceyue   it   in    fis   sijknes  /  but    it    is    nedeful    fat   he    take 


oure   5  essence  of   gold  and  of    peer!,  meyngmg  fe  6  pari  of  20 
Rose  wate?     5   essence  of  watir  of   rose,  violet,  borage,  and    letuse1  /  and 
fanne  30  schulen  haue  an  heuenly  medicyn  to  cure  pef'fi^tly  fis 
sijknesse.  [J  in  margin,  'Rose  /  violett  /  Borage  /  lutuse  /'] 

'foryefren-         For  to  cure   be  frenesye  and  woodnes,  or  ellis  at  be  leeste  24 

esye&wod- 

to  swage  it  /  take  a  greet  quantite  of  popilion,  and  fe  beste 
vynegre  fat  ^c  may  haue,  and  a  good  q?^antite  of  rewe  domestik, 
weej  ^^JQ^^  ancl  rneyngid  wif  fese  forseid  f mgis ;  and  biclippe 
i.ead  and  feet   be  heed  and  be  feet  of  be  pacient  with  bis  medicyn  :  and  sum  28 

in,  and  smell      J 

at,  popiiion      ferof  putte  to  his  nose-f  rillis.  fis  medicyn  anoon  putlif  awey  f  e 
Kueed)'und     frenesye  &  f  e  "schewy^ge  of  fantasies  /it  curif  also  wode  men 
&  lunatike  mew.  and  it  restorif  a^en  witt  and  discrecioun,  & 
male  if  al  hool  and  weel  at  eese.  32 

'is*.  M^5  The  .13.  medicyw  is  to  put  a-wey  fe  craumpe  fro  a  man. 

'cram'6  ^or  as  mvcne  as  wige  mew  seyn  lpa^  J'6  craumpe  cometh  of  fe 
use  o^T  hurtynge  &  fe  febilnes  of  fe  senewis,  as  it  schewif  sumtyme 
wnceor""  }'ii  medicyns  maad  of  elebore,  fer  is  no  fmg  f«t  puttif  awey  fe  36 

Uuriiing 
Water. 
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craumpe  as  doip  oure  5  essence  aforeseid,  or  ellis  *  brennynge  [*  Foi.  241.] 
watir  in  stede  of  it. 

The   .14.  medicyn,  to  caste  out  venym  fro  mannys  body  /  'iia.Me/ 
4  take  ours  5  essence,  and  putte  ferine  fleisch  of  a  cok,  neysch  ^°wc^^ 
soden    &    sotilly   brayed,   note    kirnelis,    fyn   triacle,    radisch,   man'8  body- 
&    garleek    smal   brayed,    and    opere    J)ingis    pat    ben    goode  QuinteEs- 
to   caste   out   venym,   as   comouw    bookis   of    fisik   declarip   /  J^kj'f  J*jj» 
8  And  also,  to  comforte  pe  herte,  putte  yn  oure  foreseid  5.  essence,   oS'inteEs- 
pe  5.  essence  of  gold  and  of  peerl.  and  he  schal  be  delyuerid  andCpeL?s°.ld 
perof  &  be  hool. 

The  .15.  medicyn,  to  make  a  man  pat  is  a  coward,  hardy  'i5a.Me.' 
12  and  strong,  and  putte  a-wey  almaner  of  cowardise  and  drede  / 
I  seye  $ou  forsope  pat  no  piwg  may  telle  alle  pe  myraclis  ver- 
tues  pat  god  hap  maad  in  oure  5  essence,  and  not  al  oonly  in 
him,  but  also  in  to  his  >modir,  pat  is  to  seye,  fyn  brennynge  Give  him  our 
16  watir.  for  to  cure  bis  siiknesse,  take  a  litil  quantite  of  oure  $   sencewith 

J     twice  as  much 

essence,  &  putte  perto  double  so  myche  of  brennynge  watir,  ^ter^Lda 
and  a  litil  qz^antite  of  pe  iuys  of  eerbe  pione  and  of  saffron  dis-  juice  and  Mf- 
tillid  togidere,  and  a  litil  of  z  essence  of  <*old  and  of  peerl :  and  Quinte  ES- 

senceofGold 

20  ^eue  it  him  to  drinke.  and  aftir  sodeynly,  as  it  were  by  myracle, 
pe  coward  man  schal  lese  al  maner  drede  and  feyntnes  of  herte, 
and  he  schal  recouere  strenkpe  pat  ys  lost  by  drede,  and  take  to 
him  hardynesse,  and  he  schal  dispise  deep ;  he  schal  drede  no 
perelis,  and  passyngly  he  schal  be  maad  hardy,  pis  is  trewe,  for 
it  hap  ofte  tymes  by  oolde  philosophoris  [bene]  p?-eued  /  perfore   despise  death, 
it  were   a  greet  wisdom   pat  cristen   p?*mcis,   in  bateilis  a^en  penis, 
hepene  me?i,  hadde  wip  hem  in  tonnes  brennynge  watir,  pat 
pei  my3t  take  to  euery  fi^tynge  man  half  a  i^t  litil  cuppe  ful 
berof  to  drynke  in  be  bisjynnyn^e  of  be  batel.   &  bis  p?-myte  and  give  every 

fighting  man 

owith  to  be  hid  from  alle  enemyes  of  pe  chirche ;  and  also  ^act"fe^,je 
*pn'ncis  and  lordis  ministriwge  pese  pingis  schulde  not  telle  th«heathen- 
what  it  is. 

The   .16.    medicyn    a^ens    pe    feuere    pestile?xciale,    and    pe  '!&».  Me.' 
maistrie   to    cure   it.    forsope    holy   scripture   seip   pat   su??ime 
tymes  oure  lord   god   sendip    pestilence    to  sle   su??ime   maner 
>6  of  peple,  as   it   is   seid   deutronowzzwm   28  in   pis  maner  ''Si 
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m  auc^re  nolueris1  vocem  domim  dei  tui,  ut  custodias  et  facias 
SSl'wnnm?  onmia  mandata  eius,  vemant  super  te  oniwes  maledim'ones ;  iste 
,  and  o^beyVHise  maledictus  eris  in  ciuitate  &c."  et  infra ;  "  ad-iimgat  tibi  pestilen- 

command-  .  , 

ments,  pesti-    dam  donee  consumat  te  de  terra,  percuciat  te  dominna  e^ estate.  4 

lences  shall 

them  °u  febre,  et  frigore,  ardore  et  estu,  et  aere  cormpto  ac  rubigme,  et  per- 
seqztatur  donee  pereas  "  hec  ibidem  ;  et  infra  "  percuciat  te  dominus 
vlcere  egipti,  et  partern  corporis  per  quam  stercora  egerantwr. 
scabie  quogue,  et  pr^rigine,  ita  ut  curari  nequeas ;  percuciat  te  8 

These  plagues   domiwis  necessitate  ac  furore  mentis"  //  Therfore  a  gret  fool 

a  man  would  ' ' 

foouo'pre-  were  lie  fat  wol(ie  Presume  to  cure  f ese  plagis  of  pestilence  J>«t 
urfi'  ben  vncurable,  |?at  ben  sent  of  god  to  ponysche  synne  //  Also 
30  schal  vndirstonde  |?«t  me?^  may  die  in  .iij.  maners.  in  oon  12 
maner  by  naturel  deef,  in  J>e  teerine  fat  is  sett  of  god  /  In 
anojjir  maner  bi  violent  deej>,  and  also  in  fe  .iij.  maner  occa- 
sionaly  wifirine  J>e  teerme  fat  is  sett  of  god ;  as  f o  men  fat  to 
myche  replecioun,  or  to  greet  abstynence  or  by  dispe?\acioim>  or  16 


but  all  other     ellis  by  necligence,  sle  him  silf  /  but  sikiiiy  alle  obere  maner 

pestilences 

of  feuens  pestilence  fat  god  suffrif  to  come  to  mawkynde  by 
from  evil         perilous  influence  of  yuele  planetis,  by  be  grace  of  god  &  good 

planets  may 

berare^by      gouemauwce  may  be  curid  partialy  wif  oure  5.   essence,   and  20 
EsNsencebwitii    f^iwne  putte  a  litil   of   aloes  epatik  &  euforbij,  &  a  litil  of 
phorbium"       ierapigra  galieni  &  of  5  essence,  of  fe  rote  of  lilie  and  also 

&c., 

[*Foi.256.]    of  gold  &  peerle,  capilli  veneris  '"and  ysope;   for  fese  Tpmgis 

ben  nedeful  to  siche  feueris  &  apostemes  /  it  is  iiedeful  also  24 

and  a  laxative  fat  wif  fese  fingis  fer  be  sich  a  qwmta  essencia  laxatyue  fat 

senceu^twiii  wole  purge  fe   superflue   humouris  fat   abounde;    and  fat  fe 
pacient  so  myche  resceyue  in  a  natural  day  f erof  fat  he  may 
go  weel  oonys  to  sege ;  and  so  lete  him  vse  f  is  laxatif  .3.  in  f  e  28 
woke ;  But  be  weel  war  fat  he  take  wif  oure  qwmta  essencia 
but  ri$t  a  litil  qwantite  of  f  e  laxatif  at  oonys,  as  I  tolde  ^ou 

He  must  also    tofore,  for  peril  fat  mute  bifalle.  &  eue/y  day  take  he  by  f  e 

take  every 

morning  an      morowe  an  eve-schelle  ful  of  good  brennynge  watir.  and  be  cor-  32 

egg-shell-full  J 

watered  2    ruPfc  evr  schal  not  noye  hi??i ;  &  also  vse  in  f  e  dayes,  two  or 


piiis  in  our"0    fre  smale  pelotis  pestilenciales  in  oure  5  essencia,  or  in  bren- 
sence,  and       nvnge  watir :   &  al  be  hous  of  be  pacient  schal  be  encensid 

smoke  his 

1  MS.  volums. 
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strongly   .iij    in    be    day   wib    frank-eucense,   mirre,   &   rosyn,   house  with 

frankincense, 

terbewtyn  &  revve.  and  bis  is  perfi^t  cure  for  be  feuere  pesti-   &c- 
lence  /     And  bus  $e  may,  wib  bis  5  essencijs,  cure  alle  bese  sijk- 
4  nesses  aforeseid,  and  manye  obere,  as  it  were  by  myracle,  if  30 
worche  discfYleetly  as   I  haue   toold   sou  tofore  /     Xow  here   Here  is  an  end 

or  this  most 

I  make  an  eende  of  bis  tretis  bat  is   clepid  be  mooste  &   be  aKcrft30f 
souereyneste   secrete   of   allc    secretis,   and   a   passynge  tresour 
8  bat    mav    noust    fayle  /  /      0   quantum   malu??^   foret,    si   hie  what uis win 

befall  it-it  sets 

liber  perueniret  ad  nianus  \\oimnum  mundanorwm,  ad  noticia??^  into  tyrants' 

and  repro- 

tiranno?^??i,  et  ad  sermcium  rep?-oborw??i !  q^'a,  sicut  sancti  per  ancTproiolJs 
hunc  libru?^  poterunt   continuare  opera  vite  christiani  diuciws  evil!  i^riu 

keep  it  for 

12  et  vehemencms,   ita    ct    reprobi   possent   peruerso    vsi    aiucius  faoiywen 

alone ;  and  I 


peraeuerare  in  malo.  ego  autem,  quantum   in    me  est,  propter 

solos  sanctos  libru??i  hunc  corcstituo,  et  ipsum  custodpae]  ihesu  andPevfrn°v 

Cliristi  commendo  nunc  et  in  eternu?^  //  =  // 

lExplicit  Ittrum  tie  maximts  secretis  e^encte 
qumte  &e» 
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THE  SPHERES  AND  PLANETS. 


U  Philosofirs  puttyn  9  spem  vndire  written  ;  but  Diuinis  puttin  f  e  tenf  e 
spere,  where  is  heuyn  empire,  in  fe  whiche,  angeh's  &  so  whs1  of 
seynti's  semen  god.;  in  f  e  whiche  is  crist,  in  f  e  same  forme  that  he 
walkid  in  erf  e,  and  also  owre  lady,  &  seyntis  that  arosen  vritfi-  criste. 

II  ]5e  first  spere  of  f  e  9  is  clepid  '  pn'muwi  mobile/  f  e  first  mevabil  thyng. 

H  ]5e  .ij.  spere  of  sterm  :  Aries  .1.  fe  rame.  U  the  secund  hows  of  Mars, 
f  e  bool,  U  f  e  secund  hows  of  Venus,  Gemini,  1F  f  e  secund  hows  of 
Mercuri,  Cancer.  U  f  e  hows  of  J>e  mone,  leo.  f  e  hows  of  f  e  sonne, 
Virgo.  //  f  e  first  hows  of  Mercury,  Libra  //  fe  first  hows  of  Venus, 
Scorpio  //  f  e  first  hows  of  Mars,  Sagittarius  //  fe  first  hows  of  lubite/-, 
Capncornus  //  fe  first  hows  of  Saturne,  Aquarius  //  f  e  secund  hows  of 
Saturne,  Piscis./  J>e  secunde  hows  of  lubiter  [no  more]. 

IT  Saturn  is  a  planete  evel-willid  and  ful  of  sekenes.  Wherfore  he  is 
peyntid  wt't/i  an  hooke,  for  he  repef  down)  grene  thyngw  /  he  fulfillijj 
his  course  in  xxx  $eere. 

II  lubiter  is  a  planete  wele  willyng  to  alle  thi?ig^  to  be  gendrid,  plent[i]ful 
&  plesyng;  therfor  he  is  y-seid  lubiter  as  helpyn.  in  xij  [^jeere  he 
fill  if  his  course. 

51  Mars  is  an  enemy  to  alle  thyngw  to  be  gendrid  ;  wherfor  he  is  clepid 
god  of  batel,  for  he  is  ful  of  tempest,  he  fulfillif  his  course  in  .ij. 

$eere.  [leaf  26,  back] 

U  }3e  sonne  is  )?e  worthiest  planet,  y-set  in  myddis.  he  fulfillif  his  course  in 
CCClxv  dayes  &  vj.  howm,  ]?e  whiche  causen  bisext. 

U  Venus  is  apte  to  alle  thyng/s  to  be  gendrid.  he  fulfillij?  his  course  in 
CCCxxxvj  daies. 

11  Mercuri  swyft  is  y-seid  a  messenger  of  daies  p  heuene].  he  fulfillif  his 
course  in  CCCxxxvj  daies. 

H  ])Q  mone  is  a  planete  ny  fe  erf  e. 


/6-  is  the  MS.  1  with  a  line  at  right  angles  to  it. 
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NOTES 
ON   THE   CHEMISTRY   OF   THE   TEXT 

BY  C.  H.  GILL,  ESQ.,  OF  UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE,  LONDON 


P.  4.  Direction  to  submit  any  wine  that  is  not  sour  to  distillation. 
(Sour  wine  is  deficient  in  alcohol ;  that  body  having  been  changed  into 
acetic  acid  by  oxidation.)  In  the  language  of  the  mystical  ideas  which 
prevailed  in  the  dawn  of  Chemistry,  the  colouring  matters,  sugar,  &c.  of 
the  wine  are  called  '  the  .4.  elementis,'  or  as  it  were  the  '  rotten  faeces  of 
wine '  1  1 

The  direction  to  distill  the  wine  seven  times  is  a  good  practical  sugges 
tion  for  the  obtaining  of  strong  alcohol  which  will  burn  well.  Then 
follows  a  description  of  the  distilling  apparatus,  which  seems  to  have  been 
arranged  to  ensure  a  very  slow  distillation,  so  as  to  obtain  a  product  as 
colourless  and  scentless  as  possible. 

P.  5.  The  second  way  to  make  the  Quinte  essence  depends  on  distilla 
tion  of  alcohol  by  means  of  the  heat  of  fermenting  horse-dung ;  also  the 
fifth  manner. 

P.  6.  The  directions  for  gilding  burning  water  are  all  nonsense ;  but  as 
the  writer  had  no  means  of  testing  the  truth  of  his  statements,  they  may 
have  been  made  in  good  faith. 

P.  7.  The  idea  which  he  expresses,  that  this  gilt  burning  water  will 
make  you  well  and  young,  is  difficult  to  explain,  except  on  the  assumption 
that,  it  being  the  strongest  of  alcohol,  a  very  little  served  to  produce  that 
elevation  of  spirits  which  seemed  to  bring  back  the  spring  of  youth. 

P.  7,  1.  6  from  the  bottom.  The  word  liquibles  in  the  text  does  not 
mean  liquids,  for  a  liquid  cannot  be  made  hot  enough  to  be  quenched.  If 
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the  original  liquibles  cannot  be  retained  I  should  substitute  the  word 
tttjuiables,  meaning  those  things  which  can  be  liquefied  by  heat.  Indeed 
in  the  next  passage  we  find  stated  that  if  Saturn  (the  alchemists'  mystical 
name  for  Lead)  be  quenched,  &c.,  and  that  if-then  Mars  (Iron)  be  quenched 
in  the  same  liquid,  it  will  acquire  the  softness  of  Saturn.  Or  if  you 
quench  lead  in  spirit  which  has  had  iron  first  cooled  in  it,  it  becomes  hard. 

Of  course  there  is  no  truth  whatever  in  the  above  statements. 

P.  8.  The  fire  without  coals,  &c.,  is  'corrosive  sublimate,'  most  probably 
containing  an  excess  of  Sulphuric  acid  (vitriol)  as  an  impurity.  If  Copper 
(Venus)  or  Tin  (Jupiter)  be  dipt  into  this  solution  of  mercury  they  will 
have  a  deposit  of  mercury  formed  on  their  surface,  which  will  give  them  a 
pearly  appearance. 

P.  8.  To  bring  Gold  into  calx.  When  gold  is  treated  in  the  way 
directed,  a  fine  powder  of  gold  of  a  brown  or  yellow  colour  is  left.  This 
might  readily  have  been  mistaken  for  a  calx  by  those  who  had  no  clear 
ideas  of  what  calx  really  was. 

P.  9.  The  departing  of  gold  from  silver  is  essentially  the  same  as  the 
plan  practised  at  the  present  day. 

To  get  the  Quintessence  of  Gold.  I  can  make  nothing  of  the  directions, 
that  is,  I  cannot  see  that  they  (the  directions)  hide  any  real  truth. 

P.  10.  How  to  get  the  Quintessence  of  Antimony.  I  can  make 
nothing  of  this  part,  and  can  only  suggest  that  the  vinegar  used  contained 
hydrochloric  acid,  and  when  distilled  with  '  Myn  Antimony '  (native 
sulphide  of  antimony)  gave  a  distillate  of  Chloride  of  Antimony  containing 
some  '  kermes '  which  is  red. 

From  this  point  onward  there  is  little  or  nothing  that  can  be  explained 
by  a  Chemist. 
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GLOSSARY, 


Agu,  p.  22,  1.  1,  '  Intermittent 
Feaver,  commonly  called  an  Ague, 
has  certain  times  of  Intermission 
or  ceasing  \  it  begins  for  the  most 
part  with  Cold  or  Shivering,  ends 
in  Heat,  and  returns  exactly  at  set 
Periods.'  Phillips. 

Aischin,  p.  4, 1.  10,  ashes. 

Amphora,  p.  11,  &c.,  'a  large  vessel 
which  derived  its  name  from  its 
being  made  with  a  handle  on  each 
side  of  the  neck,  from  dfjujti  on  both 
sides,  and  Qepw  I  carry?  Did.  of 
Gr.  and  Rom.  Ant. 

Anele,  p.  6,  1.  26,  &c.,  heat? 

Apostemes,  p.  24, 1.  24,  imposthumes, 
boils. 

Appeire,  p.  3,  1.  12,  impair,  worsen. 

Arreins,  p.  2,  1.  25,  spiders. 

'Cassia  Fistula  (Lat.),  [p.  21,  1.  16], 
Cassia  in  the  Pipe  or  Cane,  a  kind 
of  Keed  or  Shrub  that  grows  in 
India  and  Africa,  bearing  black, 
round,  and  long  Cods,  in  which  is 
contain'd  a  soft  black  Substance, 
sweet  like  Honey,  and  of  a  purg 
ing  Quality.'  Phillips. 

Colaciouns,  p.  18, 1.  21,  1  comments, 
homilies. 

Comounne,  p.  3,  1.  35,  communicate. 
,  'Continual  Feaver  [p.  21]  is  that 
whose  Fit  is  continu'd  for  many 
Days ;  having  its  times  of  Abate 
ment,  and  of  more  Fierceness ; 
kaltho'  it  never  intermits,  or  leaves 
off.'  Phillips. 


Deedly,  p.  3,  1.  24,  liable  to  death, 
mortal. 

Departynge,  p.  5,  1.  14,  parting, 
separating. 

Depurid,  p.  9, 1.  27,  purified,  purged. 

Distillatorie,  p.  10,  1.  24,  a  still. 
Eandle  Holme,  (Academy,  p.  422, 
col.  2,)  speaks  of  a  Still  or  Distil 
latory  Instrument,'  and  further  on, 
iv.,  '  He  beareth  Sable,  the  Head 
of  a  Distillatory  with  3  pipes ; 
having  as  many  Receivers  or 
Bottles  set  to  them.' 

*  Ebulum  or  Ebulus  (Lat.),  [p.  18, 1. 
3]  the  Herb  Wall-wort,  Dane-wort, 
or  Dwarf -elder'  Phillips. 

Encorpere,  p.  13,  1.  4,  mix,  incor 
porate. 

Euforbii,  p.  21, 1.  3  bot., '  Euphorbia, 
the  Libyan  Ferula,  a  Tree  or  Shrub 
first  found  by  King  Juba,  and  so 
call'd  from  the  ISTame  of  his  Physi 
cian  Euphorbus.'  Phillips. 

Euphorbium,  'the  gummy  Juice  or 
Sap  of  that  Tree  much  us'd  in 
Physick  and  Surgery.'  Phillips. 

Extremities,  p.  17,  1.  2,  ends  of  the 
limbs. 

Fecis,  p.  4,  1.  7 ;  p.  9,  dregs. 
Fire  of  hell,  p.  8,  1.  23,  a  disease. 
Fumiter,  p.  18,  1.  3,  fumitory. 
Fyme,  p.  10, 1.  2  bot.,  mud,  clay. 

Gerapigra  galieni,  p.  3,   1.   29?   le.pa 
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Giltid,  p.  7,  1.  3,  having  the  pro 
perties  of  gold  communicated  by  it. 

Groste,  p.  5,  11.  9,  29,  grossness, 
heavy  particles,  residuum. 

Hide,  p.  13, 1.  18,  1  for  hidews  ;  com 
pare  the  Harleian  reading  '  un- 
kinde.' 

Hool,  p.  15,  1.  10,  recover,  improve. 

Incombustible,  p.  10, 1.  2. 
Incorruptibility,  p.  7,  1.  2. 

Kynde,  p.  1,  1.  12,  all  creatures; 
1.  13,  nature. 

*  Lapis  Lazuli  [p.  18,  1.  3]  a  kind  of 
Azure  or  Sky-colour'd  Stone,  of 
•which  the  Blew  Colour  call'd 
Ultramarine  is  made  .  .  much 
us'd  in  Physick.'  Phillips. 

Lembike,  p.  9,  1.  2,  'Alembick  or 
Limbeck  (Arab.),  a  Still,  a  Chymi- 
cal  Vessel  used  in  Distilling, 
shaped  like  a  Helmet,  and  towards 
the  Bottom  having  a  Beak  or 
Nose,  about  a  Foot  and  a  half 
long,  by  which  the  Vapours  de 
scend.  They  are  commonly  made 
of  Copper  tinn'd  over  on  the  in 
side,  and  often  of  Glass.'  Phillips. 

Liquibles,  p.  7,  1.  6  bot.,  meltable 
metals. 

Lymayl,  p.  8, 1.  6  bot.,  Fr. '  limaiUe: 
f.  File-dust,  pinne-dust.'  Cotgrave. 

Marien  Bath,  p.  12,  1.  7  bot.,  Bal 
neum  Marise,  a  Chemist's  bath. 
1  Bain  de  Marie.  Maries  bath; 
a  cauldron,  or  kettle  full  of  hot 
water.'  Cotgrave. 

Medle,-  p.  19  last  line,  mix. 

Medulla,  p.  18,  1.  3,  pith. 

Mercasite,  p.  10,  L  14,  'a  kind  of 
Mineral  Stone,  hard  and  brittle, 
partaking  of  the  Nature  and  Col 
our  of  the  Metal  it  is  mixed 


with ;  some  call  it  a  Fire-Stone.' 
Phillips. 

Mercuriale,  mercurie,  p.  21,  19,  &c., 
'  Mercury  .  .  among  Chymists  .  . 
signifies  Quick-silver ;  and  is  also 
taken  for  one  of  their  active  Prin 
ciples,  commonly  call'd  Spirit  .  . 
Also  the  Name  of  a  purging  Herb, 
of  which  there  are  two  sorts,  viz. 
Good  Harry  and  Dog's  Mercury* 

Metis,  p.  16,  1.  22,  meatus,  passages. 

Mon,  p.  13,  1.  19.? 

Morsus  Gallinge,  the  Herb  Henbit  or 
Chick-weed.  Phillips. 

Mortifie,  p.  19  last  line,  'Among 
Chymists  to  change  the  outward" 
Form  or  Shape  of  a  Mixt  Body ; 
as  when  Quicksilver,  or  any  other 
Metal,  is  dissolved  in  an  acid  Men 
struum.'  Phillips. 

Neischede,  p.  7,  1.  2  bot.,  neshness, 
softness,  pliancy. 

Oo,  p.  4,  one. 

Popilion,  p.  22,  1.  24;  'Populeum, 
an  Ointment  made  of  Poplar  buds, 
of  a  cooling  and  allaying  Quality.' 
Phillips.  Fr.  l  Populeon.  Pop 
ilion,  a  Pompillion ;  an  ointment 
made  of  blacke  Poplar  buds.'  Cot. 

Preparate,  p.  8,  1.  21,  prepare. 

'  Quartan  Ague  [p.  20]  is  that  whose 
Fit  returns  every  fourth  Day.' 
Phillips. 

Quenchour,  p.  6  at  foot,  cooling  the 
florin  1 

Quintessence  is  denned  by  Phillips 
as  'the  purest  Substance  drawn 
out  of  any  Natural  Body ;  a 
Medicine  made  of  the  efficacious 
active  Particles  of  its  Ingredients 
separated  from  all  Faeces  or  Dregs  ; 
the  Spirit,  chief  Force,  or  Virtue 
of  any  thing.' 
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Reme,  p.  9, 1.  5  bot.,  A.S.  reoma,  a 
strap,  thong. 

Reparale,  p.  8,  1.  21,  make,  com 
pound. 

Respire,  p.  4,  1.  5  from  foot,  exhale. 

Restreyne,  p.  7,  1.  8,  retain. 

Reward,  p.  2,  1.  4,  7,  regard. 

Rotombe,  p,  10, 1.  3  bot.,  a  retort. 

Sambucy,  p.  16,  1.  7  bot.,  '  8am- 
bucus,  the  Elder-Tree;  a  Shrub 
of  very  great  use  in  Physic.' 
Phillips. 

Stafisagre,  p.  20, 1.  1, '  Staphis  agria, 
the  Herb  Staves-acre,  or  Lice-bane.' 
Phillips. 

'  Tertian  Ague  or  Feaver  [p.  21]  is 
that  which  intermits  entirely,  and 
returns  again  every  third  Day  with 
its  several  Symptoms  at  a  set 
Time.'  Philip 

To,  p.  1,1.  16,  too. 


Triacle,  p.  23,  1.  5,  cordial,  '  Treacle, 
a  Physical  Composition,  made  of 
Vipers  and  other  Ingredients.' 
Phillips. 

Turbit,  p.  16,  1.  7  bot.,  'Turbit, 
Tripoly,  an  Herb  called  Turbith, 
or  blew  Camomel.' 

'Turbith,  an  Herb  so  call'd  by  the 
Arabians,  which  grows  in  Cam- 
baya,  Surat,  and  other  parts  of 
Asia ;  a  dangerous  Drug  upon 
account  of  its  violent  purging 
Quality.'  Phillips. 

Vapoure,  p.  8, 1.  5  from  foot ;  p.  9  at 
foot,  evaporate. 

Woodnes,  p.  22,  1.  23,  wildness, 
madness. 

Ypericon,  p.  19,  1.  16,  'Hypericon, 
St.  John's-Wort,  an  excellent  Herb 
for  Wounds,  and  to  provoke  Urine.' 
Phillips. 
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THE  Early  English  Text  Society  was  started  by  Dr.  Eurnivall  in  1864 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  mass  of  Old  English  Literature  within 
the  reach  of  the  ordinary  student,  and  of  wiping  away  the  reproach  under 
which  England  had  long  rested,  of  having  felt  little  interest  in  the 
monuments  of  her  early  life  and  language. 

The  E.  E.  T.  Soc.  desires  to  print  in  its  Original  Series  the  whole  of 
our  unprinted  MS.  literature ;  and  in  its  Extra  Series  to  reprint  in  careful 
editions  all  that  is  most  valuable  of  printed  MSS.  and  early  printed 
books. 

The  Society  has  issued  to  its  subscribers  127  Texts,  most  of  them  of 
great  interest;  so  much  so  indeed  that  the  publications  of  its  first  two 
years  have  been  reprinted,  and  those  for  its  third  year,  1866,  will  follow. 

The  Subscription  to  the  Early  English  Text  Society,  which  constitutes 
Membership,  is  £1  Is.  a  year  [and  £1  Is.  (Large  Paper,  £2  12s.  6d.) 
additional  for  the  Extra  Series],  due  in  advance  on  the  1st  of  January, 
and  should  be  paid  either  to  the  Society's  Account  at  the  Head  Office  of 
the  Union  Bank,  Princes  St.,  London,  E.G.,  or  by  Money  Order  (made 
payable  at  the  Chief  Office,  London,  and  crost  '  Union  Bank '),  or  by 
Cheques  or  Postal  Orders,  to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  WM.  A.  DALZIEL,  Esq., 
67,  Victoria  Eoad,  Finsbury  Park,  London,  N".  All  Members  who  sub 
scribe  through  other  channels  than  the  Hon.  Sec.  are  askt  to  send  their 
names  to  him,  in  order  to  insure  an  early  insertion  of  them  in  the  List  of 
Members. 


The  Director  regrets  that  the  issues  of  the  Extra  Series  are  in 
arrear.  The  issue  for  1885  will  consist  of  such  two  of  the  following 
Texts,  all  now  at  press,  as  can  be  got  out  first ;  and  the  next  two  will 
form  the  issue  for  1886  : — 

Charlemagne  Romances :   Huon  of  Bordeaux,  by  Lord  Berners,  ab. 

1532,  ed.  S.  L.  Lee,  B.A.     Part  IY. 
Charlemagne  Romances :  The  Four  Sons  of  Aymon,  by  Caxton,  ab. 

1489,  ed.  Miss  0.  Eichardson.     Part  II. 
Torrent  of  Portyngale,  ed.  Dr.  Adam. 
Sir  Bevis  of  Hamton,  from  the  Auchinleck  and  other  MSS.,  ed.  Dr. 

E.  Kolbing.  [At  Press. 

Bp.  Fisher's  English  Works,  ed.  Eev.  Eonald  Bayne,  B.A.     Part  II. 
Hoccleve's  Minor  Poems,  ed.  Dr.  E.  J.  Furnivall. 

Complaint,        „        „        „        „ 
The  Three  Kings  of  Cologne,  2  English  Texts  and  1  Latin,  ed.  Dr. 

Horstmann. 


2  Early  English  Text  Society. 

The  Original-Series  issue  for  1885  has  been  completed  by  The  Oldest 
English  Texts,  to  the  time  of  King  Alfred,  edited  by  H.  Sweet,  M.A. 
The  issue  for  1886  will  be  chosen  from. 

Cursor  Mundi,  Part  VI. ,  with  Preface  by  Dr.  E.  Morris,  and  Essays 
by  Dr.  Haenisch  and  Dr.  H.  Hupe.  [At  Prexs. 

Thomas  Robinson's  Life  and  Death  of  Mary  Magdalene,  ah.  1620 
A.B.,  edited  by  Oskar  Sonimer.  [All  in  type. 

Sir  David  Lyndesay's  Works,  Part  VI,  ed.  J.  Small,.  M. A.    [At  Press. 

The  Lay  Folks'  Catechism,  by  Archbp.  Thoresby,  ecL  Canon  Simmons 
and  F.  D.  Matthew.  [At  Press. 

For  the  Original  Series,  the  following  Texts  are  also  preparing  : 

Q.  Elizabeth's  Translations,  from  Boethius,  &c.,  edited  from  the 

unique  MS.  by  Walford  D.  Selby.  [At  Press. 

Treatise  on  the  Virtues,  ab.  1200  A.D.,  edited  from  the  unique  MS. 

by  P.  Z.  Round,  B.A. 
Early  English  Deeds  and  Documents,  from  unique  MSS.,  ed.  Dr. 

Lorenz  Morsbach. 
Merlin,  Part  IV,  containing  Preface,  Index,  and  Glossary.     Edited 

by  H.  B.  Wheatley. 

Gawayne  Poems,  ed.  F.  J.  Vipan,  M.A. 
Beowulf,  a  critical  Text,  &c.,  ed.  Prof.  Zupitza,  with  Dissertations  by 

Prof.  Miillenhoff. 

William  of  Nassington's  Mirror  of  Life,  ed.  S.  J.  Herrtage,  B.A. 
All  the  Early  English  Verse  Lives  of  Saints,  ed.  Dr.  C.  Horstmann. 
Pilgrimage  of  the  Lyf  of  Manhode,  in  the  Northern  Dialect,  ed.  S.  J. 

Herrtage,  B.A. 
Anglo-Saxon  and  Early  English  Psalters,  ed.  W.  Aldis  Wright, 

M.A.,  Ph.D. 

Early  English  Homilies,  13th  century,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris. 
The  Rule  of  St.  Benet :  5  Texts,  A.nglo-Saxon,  Early  English,  Caxton, 

&c.,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris. 
Gospel  of  Nicodemus,  the  Anglo-Saxon  and  Early-English  versions, 

ed.  Prof.  Wiilcker. 

In  the  Extra  Series,  these  Texts  are  also  in  preparation : 

Another  Alliterative  Romance  of  Alexander,  ed.  Rev.  Prof.  Skeat, 
M.A.,  LL.D.,  and  J.  H.  Hessels,  M.A.  [At  Press. 

Barbour's  Bruce,  ed.  Rev.  Prof.  W.  W.  Skeat,  LL.D.     Part  IV. 

Guy  of  Warwick:  2  texts  (Auchinleck  MS.  and  Caius  MS.),  ed.  Prof. 
Zupitza.  Part  I.  [At  Press. 

Lonelich's  Holy  Grail,  ed.  Dr.  F.  J.  Furnivall.     Part  V. 


Oi 

r^ 

oo 


CO 


Treasurer's  Cash  Account  for  1879. 


ooooo 
t-  o  ,-H  o  o 


^03 
HO 


1 


^                                      tQ  j|  g&     |     | 

|    i    :           '  i"§    :    :       *l 

t         I  I  Hl-.il  1  f 

s',     •'•  .£•!      S 

r^*  1     §  o  j^n  N  £3 

S           ^      ^      E 

Q  K*A        **  xf-^  o,   :  j-         o 

g                           p              i-  1-  ^             ^ 

j-'S,*       ij^S-S^  s       ^ 

i^               1        ^^w        ^ 

POH             KSl(5or5           « 

r.                                         2 

r  i 

0                        H 

8          o 

H^                   CO 
!           [*• 

°                                                                                    "^ 

w         . 

OO 

2 

r—  1                                                                                                                                                        rH 

h-1             -,         s 

§O 

O                                ^                    rH 

00 

pq           ^    ^^      ooo*^^ 

0530 

«0         S**                O-MCO  OlrH 

O  00 

^                           jjOl                    CO  (M  !C  »  X 

^>                       r—  1 

*                H 

C     ' 

tl    :             fjllll 

1  : 

oo    :    •      S,P  orororo 

o 

ts                    .8  v  —  (  —  '  <  —  r 

*/ 

5-                         s-                pt. 

s            11^   i  1     s 

^*ft  D2  ^       ^      OQ          *£^ 

o            TH^|   M   -a     ^ 

^          111  i  1    1 

^00      !g     0         W 

J 

•5 
p, 

P3H 


Treasurer's  Cash  Account  for  1880. 


2S 
S3 


iHt^O(MlO 


Bl'f 


. 

{t 

1 


H 


£« 

51 

t*Q 


Si* 


VE, 


i       g  > 

g      £ 

***  HM  > 

^0;^,^          I^^H?^        p*. 

gOW     |f 
0             O 

M         i-1                          t^*c3 

«         Is 

££                                       6BOO 

ec 

•«?     »c 

H 

'                                                Sd 

o               ^^ 

i 

i  " 

^1          p'S 

t3 

OrH  0      rH         O 

0  OS  0     OS        O 

02  03 

{H          '                       «5 

cseoco    QO      IM 

TPCDW    eo      os 

rH<j 

P^                                                                ££ 

rLri 

BI-  5  s 

sri  a 

JH 

:       :        r-    : 

:    :    :        g    : 

| 

^ 

is 

i 

1 

^          g 

'       '      l« 

'    '    '       |S 

1 

^i       FM 

|               |               0 

':       :       If 
£             ^2 

S         •          oi  "s! 

o3         ••?            O  '?« 

1 

1 

"^         ^         *~1 

1  J§     1-1 

BS       §1 

3 

ci 

Pq                § 

^    •>    5  s 

JooSo      "g  2 
..     S3      ^§ 
g  £g§      S 

0   fepM^           (^ 

«  oo  oo        "S  S 
cSooao         So 

'°'~ll-(              0!    § 

^  t-  ^           w 
O   O  O            O> 
fefe^H           Kl 

I     rf 

??» 

£                       m 

5        oo- 

GO 
00 


CO 

I 


% 

H 

H 

W 


Treasurer's  Cash  Account  for  1881. 


*>  N   ^ 
o    eq    *j 


o  t^o     o 


005  00        O 


t^ooooo 


o  eo  o  r-i  ta 


02 

"1 

S       '« 
9  .     g 

fe 

:    : 

1^ 

i^^      8 

:^       . 

: 

« 

^ 

J~   . 

hH*3  0  0 

^  C  C3 

"Or^ 

s 

>* 

.2* 

PnS-2  S 

?H  °° 

£ 

% 

rg 

^ 

:    -    £° 

:    :   : 

:  aj"rl  : 

: 

JS 

PW 

BINTINO  ACCOUNT:— 

Original  Series. 
No.  74.  Wyclif  (balance) 
No.  75.  Catholicon  Anglicu 

No.  76.  Aelfric's  Met.  Hon 
(on  account) 

Extra  Series. 
XXXV.  Sege  off  Melayne 
XXXVI.  Charles  the  Gret( 
XXXVII. 
XXXVIII.  Sowdone  of  Bal 
To  Messrs.  Clay  and  Taylor, 

Re-prints. 
No.  38.  Piers  Plowman,  B 
No.  I.  William  of  Palerne 
Printing  Sundries 

ENERAL  ACCOUNT:— 
Binding  
Warehousing  Stock  of  Book 
Insurance  of  Stock  of  Books 
Clerk  
Collating  ... 

Postage,  Stationery,  &c. 

ALANCE  AT  BANK,  Slst  Decem 

PH 

O 

PQ 

^H 

HH 
ffiP 


tjfHOO 


rHOO  O 

oseoeo 
cjqpeo 


| 
1 


10 


Treasurer's  Cash  Account  for  1882. 


1 


— 

i^j                *o  oo  cs            <o  «o  o 

ccs          oooe-*o      «ct- 

H 

H 

00 

H 

» 

OB                           i-l  CO  t"                    «O  O  00 

t»i-i           c;o^cooo      •*!-( 

^  S 

J 

•-i  r^ 

rH                  ^t                         r-l,-. 

^02 

CJ                 ci  oo  t-             eo  i-1  r^ 

oo  t-oo                  •*  ec 

:            eo            rH                    oo 

r"  § 

^ 

^ 

^  hH 

^* 

Kw 

^ 

-T,-     •      •                        '      '    C 

Hrf    -T 

R 

1 

g    :    :               :    :  3 
1                  1   :               1      I 

:           =    ',           :::::! 

pa 
«a 

v3 

ss 

H                     &   '    '             ^lao 
S                      OT                      a?  o~2- 
r~j                   -*^                    ^i  —    , 

|          g 

s^ 

?». 

^                    '§    :    :             %~  •*= 

:           i    :-           :    :   :   :  ^  :     'S    : 

^<1 

« 

PH                   co                   "^  ^  ^ 

03 

^  >~J 

1 

^  *S  .            5  b  - 

O  rM         O 

K^ 

^i        ^       "    35                     **—    O    ^ 

"          O*"                   ***""rfOO         ^- 

^ 

*i  .>  s  j  ^a-s 

^1  -s 

»Ki 

< 

>< 

1 

g  «  -^^  ^  »§S 
11  Hill 

!  *  :^:  "  fei  . 

;lij!:ill: 

i 

0 

ta 

««j 

0 

fc                                               arS     .      r 

—        ^  '£t  *^        <3'*^F^'^2"y!t-i        O"*^ 

^^^^  ^^ 

0 
CO 

COO                 HH^^ 
^                 hy  ^  ^                 ^™*  K>  ^ 

Jr;                     ^,^H,£(                     |_(P^^         0 

3     £'£H     rt-S^.S  -  d^     fc^S 
Q     hCH     EKCMH^PH^     ^P-I 

PH                                                               ^ 

la 

S 

^ 

o           O                        pq 

H§ 

H 

•«5«                             X 

i>  o                                                            c 

o                     <P4 

W 

H**                             <° 

r-|CO                                                                            e 

-                     Q^ 

CO 

^ 

M 

^i^                          88 

coco                                                            5 

r                       ^P^ 

0 

CO 

(M 

\                       ^^ 

fc 

•e              o^o   ^     o   +*,   t 

CM<i 

S 

^      '                  <000*)0        0«OrHt 

5«     ^ 

r-r-i 

<*  ;        S|«  |    S  88  §  o 

5J3     : 

Treasurer's  Cash  Account  for  1883. 


11 


CO 
GO 
CO 


CO 

J 


i 


< 

r* 

B 

I 
m 

EH 


O  O  id  O  O 


0-^rHOO 


I  O  O  O  O  'O  CO 

I 

.0  O  «5O     05  O 


\,  %  sc'^f^g  J 

g  Jgl-llrl 

g  t^SS         00 

^J  .0.0. 0       .0 

• 


=2S  S  g 

odd    £'C><    S  S  2  «  §^    ta" 


HO 


H 

w 


«»>O  I  >-tO 
50OCO     O(M 


12 


Treasurer's  Cash  Account  for  1884. 


Treasurers  Cash  Account  for  1885. 


13 


10 

00 

00 


CO 


A 


o?oo 
eoi-n  o 


?M    Hi'  =' 


2S 


HO 


-g 


s 

H 

X 

H 

W 


.1   II  1111  If 

tfO       ghHOft     ^    ft 


WNrH 
f-l  (N 


IB 

P 


.o 

fi^; 


§ 


J  2 
^  8 
fl  ^ 


«-:  s  « 
s-g  1  ;s 

W  §       W      ^5 

IP 

PQ        S 


1 


15 


LIST    OF    MEMBEES. 


COMMITTEE   OF  MANAGEMENT. 

DIRECTOR:  FREDERICK  J.  FURNIVALL,  M.A.,  Ph.D. 
TREASURER;:  HENRY  B.  WHEATLEY,  ESQ. 

HON.  SEC. :   W.  A.  DALZIEL,  ESQ.,  67  VICTORIA  ROAD, 
FINSBURY  PARK,  LONDON,  N. 

HON.  SEC.  for  America  :   PROF.  F.  J.  CHILD,  HARVARD  COLLEGE, 
CAMBRIDGE,  MASS.,  U.  S.  A. 


J.  MEADOWS  COWPER,  ESQ. 
ALEXANDER  J.  ELLIS,  B.A., 

F.R.S. 

HENRY  HUCKS  GIBBS,  M.A. 
SIDNEY  J.  HERRTAGE,  B.A. 
REV.  PROF.  LUMBY,  B.D. 
F.  D.  MATTHEW,  ESQ. 
REV.  DR.  RICHARD  MORRIS. 


REV.   PROF.  J.  E.  B.  MAYOR, 

M.A. 

DR.  J.  A.  H.  MURRAY. 
EDWARD  B.  PEACOCK,  ESQ. 
REV.  PROF.  SKEAT,  M.A.,  LL.D. 
HENRY  SWEET,  M.A. 
W.  ALDIS  WRIGHT,  M.A.,  LL.D. 
PROF.  ZUPITZA,  Ph.D. 


(  With  power  to  add  Workers  to  their  number.) 


BANKERS : 
THE  UNION  BANK  OF  LONDON,  PRINCES  STREET,  E.G. 

PUBLISHERS :  TRUBNER  &  CO.,  57  &  59,  LUDGATE  HILL,  E.G. 


A  star  or  dagger  is  prefixed  to  the  names  of  those  who  subscribe  to  the  Extra  Series: 
a  star  (*}  for  the  small  paper,  and  a  dagger  (t)  for  the  large  paper. 


AINSWORTH,  Dr.  R.  F.,  Cliff  Point,  Lower  Broughton,  Manchester. 

ALDERSON,  Rev.  H.  E.,  St.  Paul's  College,  Stoney  Stratford. 

ALEXANDER,  George  Russell,  42,  Sardinia  Terrace,  Billhead,  Glasgow. 
f  ALEXANDER,  John,  68,  Regent  Street  West,  Glasgow. 

ALEXANDER,  Walter,  4  Burnbank  Gardens,  Glasgow. 
*ALLSOPP,  A.  P.,  Hindlip  Hall,  Worcester. 

ALLYN,  J.  (Bookseller),  Boston,  U.  S.  A.  (by  Triibner  &  Co.). 

AMERY,  J.  Sparke,  Druid  House,  Ashburton,  Devon. 
*AMHERST  COLLEGE  LIBRARY.  Amherst,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A.  (by  Allen). 

AMHURST,  Wm.  A.  Tyssen,  Didlington  Hall,  Brandon,  Norfolk. 

ANGUS,  Rev.  Joseph,  D.D.,  Regent's  Park  College,  N.W. 
*ASHER  &  Co.,  Messrs.,  13,  Bedford  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.  (3  sets). 
*ASTOR  LIBRARY,  New  York,  U.  S.  A.  (by  Stevens). 


16          List  of  Members  of  the  E.  E.  Text  Soc.,  1886. 

*  ATHENAEUM  CLUB,  Pall  Mall,  S.W. 

*  ATKINSON,  Rev.  E.,  D.D.,  Clare  College  Lodge,  Cambridge. 

*  ATKINSON,  Rev.  J.  C.,  Danby  Parsonage,  Grosmont,  Yorkshire. 
AUSTIN,  Stephen,  Hertford. 

AVERY,  Arthur  R.,  40,  Belsize  Park,  Hampstead,  N.W. 
*BAER,  Messrs.  J.  &  Co.,  Frankfort  (by  Trubner  &  Co.). 

BALLIOL  COLLEGE,  OXFORD. 

*BARWELL,  Thomas,  The  Woodlands,  Kirby  Muxloe,  Leicester. 
*BERLIN  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY  (by  Asher  and  Co.). 
*BiNNS,  Rev.  William,  Stourton  Lodge,  Arno  Road,  Oxton,  Birkenhead. 
*BlRMiNGHAM  CENTRAL  FREE  LIBRARY,  Ratcliff  Place,  Birmingham. 
*BIRMINGHAM  LIBRARY,  C.  E.  Scarse,  Esq.,  Union  Street,  Birmingham. 
*BLACKMAN,  Frederick,  4,  York  Road,  Lambeth,  S.E. 
*BOARDMAN,  Rev.  Charles,  D.D.,  St.  Wilfrid's  Presbytery,  Longridge,  Preston. 

BOMBAY  ASIATIC  SOCIETY  (by  Trubner  and  Co.). 

BOND,  Dr.  E.  A.,  C.B.,  Chief  Librarian,  British  Museum,  W.C. 

*  BOSTON  ATHENAEUM  LIBRARY,  U.  S.  A. 

BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  Boston,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A.  (by  Trubner  &,  Co.). 
BOTTOMLEY,  Edward,  Greenfield,  Manchester  (by  Trubner  &  Co.). 
1BOWEN,  H.  Courthope,  3,  York  St.,  Portman  Sq.,  W. 
BRACKETT,  Dr.  J.  R.  Montpelier,  Vermont,  U.  S.  A. 
*BRESLAU  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY  (by  Asher  &  Co.). 

*  BROOKE,  Col.  Thomas,  Armitage  Bridge,  Huddersfield. 
*BROOKLYN  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY,  New  York,  U.  S.  A.  (by  Allen). 

BROWN,  Arthur  Henry,  Brentwood  (by  Trubner  &  Co.). 

*  BROWN,  Prof.,  Canterbury  College,  Christchurch,  New  Zealand  (by  Trubner 

&  Co.). 

*BRUSHFIELD,  Dr.  T.  N.,  The  Cliff,  Budleigh-Salterton,  Devon. 
*BUCKLEY,  Rev.  Wm,  Edw.,  Rectory,  Middleton  Cheney,  Banbury. 

BURNS,  James  T.,  Kirliston,  Edinburgh. 

BURNSIDE,  W.,  Pembroke  College,  Cambridge. 
*BURTON  ON  TRENT  INSTITUTE,  Union  St.,  Burton-on-Trent. 

CARPEUTER,  J.  Estlin,  Leathes  House,  Fitzjohn's  Avenue,  Hampstead,  N.W. 
*CHAMBERLAIN,  Arthur,  Elm  House,  Arthur  Road,  Edgbaston,  Birmingham. 

CHANCE,  Dr.  F.,  Burleigh  House,  Sydenham  Hill,  S.E. 

CHAPPELL,  William,  F.S.A.,  Stratford  Lodge,  Oatlands  Park,  Wey bridge  Station. 

CHELTENHAM  COLLEGE  LIBRARY,  Cheltenham. 

CHELTENHAM  LIBRARY,  5,  Royal  Crescent,  Cheltenham. 
*CHETHAM'O  LIBRARY,  Hunt's  Bank,  Manchester. 

*  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  Chicago,  U.  S.  A.  (by  Stevens). 
CHICHESTER,  Lord  Bishop  of,  The  Palace,  Chichester. 

*CHORLTON,  Thomas,  32,  Brazennose  Street,  Manchester. 

CHRISTIAN,  Rev.  George,  Redgate,  Uppingham,  Rutland. 
*CHRISTIANIA  UNIVERSITY   LIBRARY,    Norway   (care   of   Mr.    T.    Bennett, 

Christiania). 
*CHRIST'S  COLLEGE,  CAMBRIDGE. 

CHURCHILL,  Miss  Caroline,  23,  Stanley  Gardens,  Netting  Hill,  London,  W. 
*CINCINNATI  PUBLIC  AND  SCHOOL  LIBRARY,  Cincinnati,  U.  S.  A.  (by  Stevens). 

CLINTON,  H.  R.,  Hollywood,  Forest  Hill,  S.E. 
*CLINTON  HALL  ASSOCIATION,  New  York,  U.  S.  A.  (by  Trubner  &  Co.). 

COHEN,  Arthur,  6,  King's  Bench  Walk,  Temple,  E.G. 
fCOLERiDGE,  The  Right  Hon.  Lord,  1,  Sussex  Square,  Hyde  Park,  W. 

COLERIDGE,  Miss  Edith,  Eldon  Lodge,  Torquay. 
*COMPTON,  Rev.  Lord  Alwyne,  Castle  Ashby,  Northampton. 
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CORNELL  UNIVERSITY,  ITHACA,  New  York,  U.  S.  A.  (by  Allen). 
*COWPER,  Joseph  Meadows,  Watling  Street,  Canterbury. 

Cox,  Kev.  Thomas,  The  Crescent,  Hipperholme,  Halifax. 

CRAIG,  Dr.  W.  J.,  8,  Grenville  St.,  Brunswick  Sq.,  W.C.  (by  Triibner  &  Co.). 

CROSSLEY,  James,  Stocks  House,  Cheetham,  Manchester. 

CULLEY,  M.  T.,  Coupland  Castle,  Wooler,  Northumberland  (Extra  Series  only}. 

CUTHBERT,  A.,  Glasgow  (by  Mr.  Maclehose). 
*DABis,  Miss,  1,  Crofton  Cottages,  Cambridge. 
*DALZIEL.  W.  A.,  67,  Victoria  Road,  Finsbury  Park,  London,  N.  (Hon.  Sec.}. 

DARBISHIRE,  R.  D.,  26,  George  Street,  Manchester  (by  Triibner  &  Co.). 
*DARTREY,  The  Earl  of,  3,  Curzon  Street,  W. 

DAVIES,  Rev.  J.,  16,  Belsize  Sq.,  South  Hampstead,  N.W.  (by  Triibner  &  Co.). 

DAWES,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  S.,  Newton  House,  Surbiton,  Surrey. 

DEIGHTON,  BELL,  &  Co.,  13,  Trinity  St.,  Cambridge. 

DENTON,  Rev.  W.,  22,  Westbourne  Square,  W. 

DERBY,  Earl  of,  23,  St.  James's  Square,  S.W. 
f DEVONSHIRE,  The  Duke  of,  Devonshire  House,  Piccadilly,  W. 

DICKSON,  Thomas,  H.  M.  General  Register  House,  Edinburgh. 
*DOWDEN,  Prof.  Edward,  Winstead,  Temple  Road,  Rathmines,  Dublin. 

DURHAM  CATHEDRAL,  THE  LIBRARY  OF  THE  DEAN  AND  CHAPTER. 
*DYKES,  Frederick,  Wakefield. 
*EARLE,  Rev.  Professor  J.,  15,  Norham  Road,  Oxford. 

EDINBURGH  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY  (by  Williams  &  Norgate). 

ELWORTHY,  Fredk.  T.,  Foxdown,  Wellington,  Somerset. 
*EvANS,  Sebastian,  Heathfield,  Alleyn  Park,  West  Dulwich,  S.E. 
*EVERARD,  C.  H..  Eton  College,  Windsor. 
*EXETER  COLLEGE,  OXFORD. 

FAUNTHORPE,  Rev.  John  P.,  Whitelands  Training  College,  35,  King's  Road, 
Chelsea,  S.W. 

FERRIS,  0.  A.,  Fairview,  Dartmouth  Park  Avenue,  Upper  Holloway,  N. 
*FINANCE,  Rev.  Gerard  de,  St.  Pierre  de  1'Etang  du  Nord,  Grindstone  Island, 

Magdalen  Islands,  Brit.  N.  America. 

*FISHER,  Right  Rev.  Mgr.  J.  H.,  St.  Edward's  College,  Liverpool. 
*FORD,  John  Rawlinson,  25,  Albion  St.,  Leeds. 
*Fox,  Francis  F.,  Yate  House,  Chipping  Sodbury. 
*FREIBURG  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY,  Baden. 
*FRY,  Danby  P.,  138,  Haverstock  Hill,  N.W. 

*FURNESS,  Horace  Howard,  222,  West  Washington  Sq.,  Philadelphia,  U.  S.  A. 
*FURNIVALL,  Dr.  F.  J.,  3,  St.  George's  Square,  Primrose  Hill,  London,  N.W. 
(Director.} 

GAISFORD,  Rev.  T.  A.,  2,  Devonshire  PL,  Bath  (by  Triibner  &  Co.). 
*GiBBS,  Henry  H.,  St.  Dunstan's,  Regent's  Park,  N.W. 
*GiBBS,  Mrs.  M.  B.,  Tyntesfield,  Bristol. 

GILL,  Thomas  Richard,  39,  Amersham  Rd.,  New  Cross,  S.E. 
*GiLMAN,  Arthur,  11,  Mason  Street,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A. 
*GissiNG,  Algernon  F.,  10,  Barstow  Sq.,  Wakefield. 
*GLASGOW  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY  (by  Mr.  Maclehose). 
*GOODISON,  John  (by  Asher  &  Co.). 

GORDON,    Rev.    Robert,    6,   Mayfield    Street,   Newington,    Edinburgh    (by 
Mr.  Stevenson). 

GOULBURN,  Very  Rev.  Dr.,  Dean  of  Norwich,  Norwich. 

GRAY,  Arthur.  Jesus  College,  Cambridge. 
*GREIFSWALD  UNIVERSITY.     (By  Asher  &  Co.) 

GREVEL,  H.,  33,  King  St.,  Covent  Garden,  W.C. 


18          List  of  Members  of  the  JE.  E.  Text  Soc.,  1886. 

*GUILDHALL,  LIBRARY  OP  THE  CORPORATION  OF  LONDON,  E.G. 
*HAILSTONE,  Edward,  Walton  Hall,  VVakefield  (by  Mi-.  J.  Wilson). 
*HALES,  Professor  J.  W.,  1,  Oppidan's  Road,  Primrose  Hill,  N.W. 

HALL,  Joseph,  Grammar  School,  Manchester. 

HAMBURG  STADT  BIBLIOTHEK. 

HANSON,  Sir  Reginald,  40,  Boundary  Road,  St.  John's  Wood,  N.W. 
*HARRis,  Mortimer,  10,  Angell  Park  Gardens,  Brixton,  S.W. 

*  HARRIS,  William,  20,  Elvetham  Road,  Edgbaston,  Birmingham. 
HARRISON,  Professor  J.,  Washington  and  Lee  University,  Lexington,  Virginia, 

U.  S.  A.  (by  Triibner  &  Co.). 
*HARVARD  COLLEGE,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A.  (by  Allen). 

HARVEY,  W.  Fred.,  2,  Temple  Gardens,  Temple,  E.G. 
*HAY,  C.  A.,  127,  Harley  Street,  W. 

HEALES,  Major  Alfred  (F.S.A.),  The  Chimes,  Streatham  Common,  S.W. 

HELWICH,  Professor  H.  R.,  29,  Neugasse,  Oberdobling,  Vienna,  Austria. 
*HENDERSON,  T.,  County  School,  Bedford. 

HERTZ,  Dr.  W.,  Munich  (by  Trubner  &  Co.). 

HESSELS,  J.  H.,  Cambridge. 

HETHERINGTON,  J.  Newby,  62,  Harley  St.,  London,  W. 
*HODGSON,  Shadworth  H.,  45,  Conduit  Street,  Regent  Street,  W. 

HOLME,  J.  Wilson,  34,  Old  Jewry,  E.G. 
*HoWARD,  Henrjr,  Stone  House,  Kidderminster. 

HULL  SUBSCRIPTION  LIBRARY,  Albion  Street,  Hull. 

HULME,  E.  C.,  18,  Philbeach  Gardens,  South  Kensington,  S.W. 

HUTCHINSON,  Edward,  the  Elms,  Darlington. 

I'ANSON,  James,  jun.,  Fairfield  House,  Darlington. 
*JAMES,  Colonel  Edward  C.,  Ogdenburg,  St. Lawrence  County, New  York, U.S.  A. 

*  JENKINS,  James,  M.D.,  C.B.,  Nevinston,  Mannamead,  Plymouth. 
*JOHNS  Hopkins  Library,  Baltimore,  U.  S.  A.  (by  Allen). 

JOHNSON,  G.  J.,  36,  Waterloo  St.,  Birmingham. 

JOHNSON,  Dr.  Henry,  Brunswick,  Maine,  U.  S.  A.  (by  Trubner  &  Co.). 
JONES,  Rev.  James,  26,  Upper  Leeson  Street,  Dublin. 
*JONES,  John  Joseph,  Abberley  Hall,  Stourport. 

*  JUNIOR  CARLTON  CLUB,  Pall  Mall,  S.W. 
*KER,  William  P.,  203,  Newport  Road,  Cardiff. 

*KERSLEY,  Rev.  Canon,  LL.D.,  Congham  Rectory,  King's  Lynn. 
*KETT,  Rev.  C.  W.,  2,  Haverstock  Ter.,  South  Hampstead,  N.W. 
*KiNG's  COLLEGE,  Cambridge  (by  Deighton,  Bell,  &  Co.). 
*KiNG's  INN  LIBRARY,  Henrietta  Street,  Dublin. 
*KlNGSBURY,  Rev.  T.  L.,  Cambridge  (by  Deighton,  Bell,  &  Co.). 
*KLINKSIECK,  F.,  Paris  (by  Trubner  &  Co.). 
LADIES'  COLLEGE,  Cheltenham. 

*  LAFAYETTE  COLLEGE,  Easton,  Penn.  U.  S.  A. 
LAIDLAY,  A.,  Seacliffe  House,  North  Berwick,  N.  B. 

*LAMBERT,  Joshua  C.,  Independent  College,  Taunton. 

*LEATHES,  Frederick  de  M.,  17,  Tavistock  Place,  Tavistock  Square,  W.C. 

*  LEEDS  LIBRARY,  Commercial  St.,  Leeds. 

LEWIS,  Rev.  Henry,  Principal,  Culham  College,  Oxon. 
*LISTER,  John,  Shibden  Hall,  Halifax. 

LITERARY  AND  PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY,  Sheffield. 
*LITTLE,  E.  D.,  The  Mount,  Northallerton. 

LLOYD,  Ridgway  R.,  St.  Peter's  Street,  St.  Albans. 

LOCKWOOD  &  Co.,  7,  Stationers'  Hall  Court,  E.C.  (by  Trubner  &  Co.). 
*LONDON  INSTITUTION,  Finsbury  Circus,  E.C. 
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*LONDON  LIBRARY,  12,  St.  James's  Square,  S.W. 
*LOUNSBURY,  Prof.  T.  E.,  Yale  College,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  U.  S.  A. 
*Low,  Messrs.  S.  &  Co.,  188,  Fleet  Street,  B.C.  (by  Trubner  &  Co.). 
*LOWELL,  Professor  J.  Russell,  Harvard,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A. 
*LUARD,  Rev.  Henry  Richards,  4,  St.  Peter's  Terrace,  Cambridge. 
*LUMBY,  Rev.  Prof.  J.  Rawson,  St.  Mary's  Gate,  Cambridge. 
LUPTON,  Francis  Martineau,  Roundhay,  Leeds. 

LUSHINGTON,  Professor  E.  L.,  D.C.L.— Park  House,  Maidstone. 

McKENZiE,  John  Whitefoord,  10,  Royal  Circus,  Edinburgh. 

MACKONOCHIE,  Rev.  Alex.  Heriot,  St.  Alban's  Clergy  House,  Brooke  Street, 

Holborn,  E.C. 

*MACMILLAN,  A.,  Bedford  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C. 
*MANCHESTER,  The  Duke  of,  Kimbolton  Castle,  St.  Neot's, 
*MANCHESTER  PUBLIC  FREE  LIBRARY,  Manchester. 

MARBURG  UNIVERSITY  (Extra  Series  only)  (by  Williams  &  Norgate). 

MARKBY,  Alfred,  9,  New  Square,  Lincoln's  Inn,  W.C. 
*MARSHALL,  John,  20,  Holyrood  Crescent,  Glasgow  (by  Maclehose). 
*MARTINEAU,  P.  M.,  Littleworth,  Esher,  Surrey. 

MASON,  C.  P.,  5,  College  Gardens,  Dulwich,  S.E. 
*MASSON,  M.  Gustave,  Harrow  on  the  hill. 

MATTHEW,  Fredk.  D.,  Quarry  ton,  Hayne  Road,  Beckenham,  Kent. 
*MATZNER,  Dr.  (by  Asher  &  Co.). 

*MAYOR,  Rev.  Prof.  John  E.  B.,  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge. 
*MELBOURNE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  (by  S.  Mullen). 
*MERCANTILE  LIBRARY,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  U.  S.  A. 
*MERTON  COLLEGE,  Oxford. 

*  MICHIGAN,  UNIVERSITY  OF,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  U.  S.  A. 
*MICKLETH\VAITE,  J.  T.,  6,  Delahay  Street,  Westminster,  S.YV. 

MILL  HILL  SCHOOL,  Hendon,  N.W. 
*MITCHELL  LIBRARY,  Glasgow. 

MOHR,  E.,  Heidelberg  (by  Trubner  &  Co.). 

MONSON,  The  Right  Hon.  Lord,  29,  Belgrave  Square,  S.W. 

MOODIE,  John,  Elton  House,  Upton  St.,  Stockport  Road,  Manchester. 
*MORISON,  John,  Messrs.  W.  Collins,  Sons,  &  Co.,  Bridewell  Place,  E.C. 

MORLEY,  Prof.  Henry,  8,  Upper  Park  Road,  Haverstock  Hill,  N.W. 
*MORRIS,  Rev.  Dr.  Richard,  Lordship  Lodge,  Wood  Green,  N. 

MOULTON,  Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  F.,  The  Leys,  Cambridge. 
*MULLEN,  S.,  48,  Paternoster  Row,  London,  E.C. 

MiiLLER,  Professor  Max,  7,  Norhani  Gardens,  Oxford. 

MUNBY,  Arthur  J.,  6,  Fig-tree  Court,  Temple,  E.C. 
*MURRAY,  Dr.  James  A.  H.,  Oxford. 
*NAPIER,  Professor  A.  S.,  Headington  Hill,  Oxford. 
^NATIONAL  LIBRARY  OF  IRELAND,  Dublin  (by  Hodges  &  Figges  &  Co.). 
*NECK.  M.  G.  van,  Goes,  Holland. 

*NEW  JERSEY  COLLEGE  LIBRARY,  New  Jersey,  U.  S.  A.  (by  H.  Grevel). 
*NEW  UNIVERSITY  CLUB,  St.  James's  Street,  S.W. 
*NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE  LITERARY  AND  PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY,  Westgate 

Road. 
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